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Serious to Find a Guru 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Krishna is a friend to everyone, but he is a special 
friend to his devotees. As soon as we become a little 
inclined toward him, he begins to give favorable 
instructions from within our hearts so that we can 
gradually make progress. Krishna is the first spiri¬ 
tual master, and when we become more interested 
in him, we have to go to a sadhu , holy man, who 
serves as spiritual master from without. This is en¬ 
joined by Sri Krishna himself in the following verse: 

tad viddhipranipatena pariprasnena sevaya 
upadeksyanti te jndnarh jnaninas tattva-darsinah 

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual mas¬ 
ter. Inquire from him submissively and render service 
unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge 
unto you because he has seen the tmth. ( Bg . 4.34) 

It is necessary to select a person to whom we can 
surrender ourselves. Of course, no one likes to sur¬ 
render to anyone. We are puffed up with whatever 
knowledge we have, and our attitude is, “Oh, who 
can give me knowledge?” Some people say that for 
spiritual realization there is no need for a spiritual 
master, but so far as Vedic literature is concerned, and 
as far as Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, and the 
Upanishads are concerned, there is need of a spiritual 
master. Even in the material world if one wants to 
learn to be a musician, he has to search out a musician 
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to teach him, or if one wants to be an engineer, he has 
to go to a technological college and learn from those 
who know the technology. Nor can anyone become a 
doctor by simply purchasing a book from the market 
and reading it at home. One has to be admitted to a 
medical college and undergo training under licensed 
doctors. It is not possible to learn any major subject 
simply by purchasing books and reading them at 
home. Someone is needed to show us how to apply 
that knowledge which is found in the books. As far 
as the science of God is concerned, Sri Krishna, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead himself, advises us 
to go to a person to whom we can surrender. This 
means that we have to check to see if a person is 
capable of giving instructions in Bhagavad-gita and 
other literatures of God realization. It is not that we 
are to search out a spiritual master whimsically. We 
should be very serious to find a person who is actually 
in knowledge of the subject. 
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In the beginning of Bhagavad-gita, Arjuna was talking 
to Krishna just like a friend, and Krishna was questioning 
how he, as a military man, could give up fighting. But 
when Arjuna saw that friendly talks would not make a 
solution to his problems, he surrendered unto Krishna, 
saying, sisyas te ‘ham sadhi mam Warnprapannam — 
“Now I am your disciple and a soul surrendered unto 
you. Please instmct me.” (Bg. 2.7) This is the process. It 
is not that we should blindly surrender, but we should 
be able to inquire with intelligence. 

Without inquiry, we cannot make advancement. 
In school, a student who makes inquiries from the 
teacher is usually an intelligent student. It is gener¬ 
ally a sign of intelligence when a small child inquires 
from his father, “Oh, what is this? What is that?” We 
may have a very good spiritual master, but if we have 
no power to inquire, we cannot make progress. Nor 
should the inquiry be of the nature of a challenge. 
One should not think, “Now I will see what kind 
of spiritual master he is. I will challenge him.” Our 
inquiries (pariprasnena) should be on the subject 
of service (sevaya). Without service, our inquiries 
will be futile. But even before making inquiries, we 
should have some qualification. If we go to a store to 
purchase some gold or jewelry and we know noth¬ 
ing about jewels or gold, we are likely to be cheated. 
If we go to a jeweler and say, “Can you give me a 
diamond?” he will understand that this is a fool. He 
could charge us any price for anything. That kind of 
searching will not do at all. We first have to become a 
little intelligent, for it is not possible to make spiritual 
progress otherwise. 0 

— Raja Vidya, chapter 7. 

Pleasing Service 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Serving Krishna with pure love means without ex¬ 
pecting anything in return. If you want something from 
Krishna in return for your service, that is not service. In 
the words of Sri Prahlad Maharaja, na sa bhrtyah sa 
vai vanik — one who does business with Krishna is a 
merchant, he is not a servant \Bhdg. 7.10.4]. This material 
world is such a dreadful, dangerous place. It puts us in 
such a situation that by rendering service unto Krishna 
we expect something in return. Consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously, most everyone expects something in exchange. 
But those who have come to Mahaprabhu’s path, this 
bhakti-patha, path of devotion, they say: 


na dhanarh najanam na sundarim 
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye 
mama janmani janmanisvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

O Lord of the universe, I do not desire material 
wealth, materialistic followers, a beautiful wife or 
fruitive activities described in flowery language. 
All I want, life after life, is unmotivated devotional 
service unto you. [Cc. antya 20.291 

Many people repeat this verse, but it is mere saying 
only. “O Lord I don’t want anything from you. I don’t 
want material wealth or material followers. I don’t 
want a beautiful woman to enjoy. Even I don’t want 
liberation. Just life after life I only want to serve you 
and give you pleasure.” They say this but they are 
only speaking from the lips. How many are there 
who really practice this from the core of their hearts? 
How many don’t expect anything from Krishna and 
only want to render loving service and nothing else? 

Vaisnava-mahajana-deary a Srila Thakur Bhak- 
tivinode sings in Saranagati (2.3): 

marobi rakhobi — yo iccha tohara 
nitya-dasa prati tuya adhikara 

Slay me or protect me as you wish, for you are the 
master of your eternal servant. 

O Lord, I am your eternal servant! I take complete 
shelter at your lotus feet. You may do whatever 
you like. Marobi rakhobi — if you want to kill me, 
kill me, or if you want to protect me, protect me. 
Whatever you want, you do. You have full right 
over me. Nitya-dasa prati tuya adhikara — I am 
your eternal servant. I am yours. I don’t belong to 
myself. This is bhava. This is not mere lip-saying. 
This should come out from the core of the heart. 
Krishna knows your heart. 

Favorable Service 

Therefore Srila Rupa Goswami teaches, anukul- 
yena krsnanu-stlanam bhaktir uttama — serve 
Krishna in such a way, with such love, that he 
will be pleased. [Srila Rupa Goswami’s Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu 1 . 1 . 11 ] The mahajanas , deary as, 
have taught us how Krishna should be served. As 
the ideal teacher, Mahaprabhu said: 

aradhyo bhagavdn vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhdma vrnddvanam 
ramyd kdcicl updsand vraja-vadhu-mrgenaya kalpitd 
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Krishna, the son of the king of Vrajabhumi, is the 
supreme worshipable Deity, and His place Vrinda- 
van is the supremely worshipable place. The most 
pleasing form of worship of the Lord is that which 
is performed by the gopls of Vrindavan. [Srinath 
Chakravarti, Caitanya-matta-mahjusa commentary 
on Srimad Bhdgavatam] 

This phrase is significant, vraja-vadhu-vargena 
yd kalpita. Mahaprabhu is indicating vrajesa-tanaya 
Krishna, the son of the king of Vraja; nanda-nandana 
Krishna, the son of Nanda Maharaja; yasoda-nandana 
Krishna, the son of mother Yasoda; madhurya-maya 
Krishna, who is full of all sweetness; kisora Krishna, 
ten- or twelve-year-old Krishna; gokulesvara Krishna, 
the Lord of Gokul. He is not mathuresvara Krishna or 
dvarakesvara Krishna, the Lord of Mathura or Dwarka; 
He is gokulesvara Krishna, nanda-nandana Krishna, 
yasoda-stanan-dhaye ; who has sucked the breast of 
mother Yasoda. That Krishna. Mahaprabhu teaches that 
it is this Krishna who should be served and worshipped 
— aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanaya. Krishna and His 
dear abode Vrindavan should be worshipped like him— 
tad-dhama vrndavanarh. Ramyd kacid updsand vraja- 
vadhu-vargena yd kalpita — the gopls. , the damsels of 
Vrajabhumi, are rendering the topmost loving service 
to Krishna, with pure love. Krishna says, “The gopls are 
mad-gata-prana —their lives are completely devoted 
to me [Bg. 10.91. Gopi-jana-mama — the gopls are so 
dear to me, they have developed such love for me. I 
have become so indebted to them. Naparaye , I cannot 
pay back that debt. ” They expect nothing from Krishna. 
They only want to give him pleasure. They are prepared 
to go to hell and suffer there forever if required for the 
pleasure of Krishna. Such is their pure love. This is the 
deep purport to what Rupa Goswami has described as 
anukulyena krsndnu-sllanam. We should understand 
its meaning. It is not sufficient to translate anukulyena 
krsndnu-sllanam as, “to serve Krishna favorably”. 

Seven Things 

The acaryas say that to render pleasing service to 
Radha and Krishna, there are seven things here in 
this world that one should develop attachment for: 
the guru; gostha, Vraja dhama\ dhama-basl , the 
residents of Vrajabhumi; vaisnavas; brahmanas; 
nama-klrtana; and mantras carana , receiving a 
mantra in disciplic succession. The bonafide guru 
practically demonstrates this by his own life. He is 


\Jsskc r Vwd {HnKcirtci 



a servant, sevaka-bhagavan. He is a very intimate, 
very dear associate of Krishna. 

But there is one danger. If a devotee thinks, “Oh, I 
am rendering pleasing service to Krishna.” Then the 
result will be completely opposite, vipanta-phala. 
You may not consciously want to think this way, but 
unconsciously it comes. This material sphere is such a 
dangerous situation. One who thinks or tries to show 
off that he is a vaisnava, , that he is a devotee engaged in 
service, he will develop pride, dambha. The Bhagavad- 
glta describes pride as a demoniac quality — dambho 
darpo ’bhimanas ca[Bg. 16.4]. Pride is not the quality of 
a devotee but is the quality of this dreadful, nasty, mate¬ 
rial world. Therefore Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Goswami 
Prabhupada Maharaja has said that this material world is 
not a fit place for any gentleman to live. 0 

— From The Worship of Sri Guru. Gopal Jiu Publications. Bhu¬ 
baneswar, India. 2000. 


The Divine Brahmachari 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Sri Gopala-campu, part 2; chapter 9, song 2 

saha bhratr-varyam guror grdma-gdml 
dhrta-brahmacaryam nijadhlti-kaml 

Accompanied by his noble brother, Krishna went 
to his guru’s home. Now a brahmacari , he eagerly 
studied his own Vedic literatures. 

tad avantikayam javal labdha-sangah 
guror antikayam sabhayam sadangah 
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He quickly went to Avantipur. He placed his 
transcendental form in his guru’s assembly. 

samastesu sattvesu casid atlva 
priyah sarva-tattvesu yadvat tujivah 

Because he is the supersoul in everyone’s heart, 
he dearly loves all living entities. 

samasmad viviktam guror bhaktikari 
sa-vargatiriktam samit-patra-hari 

He was very devoted to his guru. Accompanied by 
the other disciples, he brought firewood for his guru. 

guror ittham apta-prasadatirekah 
svadhlyan samapta-vratantabhisekah 

By his guru’s mercy, he became learned. When 
his vow had come to its conclusion, he performed 
the abhiseka ceremony. 
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guror daksinasam drutam bhartum Ipsuh 
gato daksinasam sutam tasya lipsuh 

When he quickly approached to bring daksina for his 
gum, his gum desired the return of his son as daksina. 

dara-grastam etam vicinvan darantah 
ciran nasam etam vijanan na santah 

Learning that the boy was swallowed by a conch, 
Krishna searched for him inside the conch. Aware 
that the boy must certainly have died long ago, 
Krishna did not stop searching for him. 

pragrhyatha tasmad daram pancajanyam 
avadid akasmat tad etyagrajanyam 

Accompanied by his elder brother Balaram, 
Krishna went to Yamaraj’s abode and then suddenly 
sounded his conchshell named Panchajanya. 

sthalam dharmarajahpratasthe’titurnam 
tatah sarma-bhajah sukham prapa purnam 

Quickly coming, and greeting the Lord with all 
respect, Yamaraj was filled with happiness. 

yadd tarakanam pads tatra yatah 
tada narakanam abhut tapa-ghatah 

Lord Krishna, who stops the sufferings of the 
residents of hell, shone like a splendid moon, the 
master of the stars. 

agrhnad guroh savam antatpramuktam 
yathavad vayo-bhava-dehadi-yuktam 

Freeing him from death, and giving him a new, 
youthful body, the Lord took the boy with him. 

gurum tasya bharyam api prapya tasmat 
adhinvista karyatparan apy akasmat 

When Krishna returned their son, the guru and 
his wife became filled with happiness. 

tarn etam samdydtam iksasva gostham 
tad ananda-sampata-doha-smitostham 

Krishna has returned to Vraj. Gaze at his happily 
smiling face. 0 

Bibliography 

— Jiva Goswami. Songs from Gopala-campu. English translation 
by Kusukratha Das. Unpublished. 

— Sri Gopala-campu. English transliteration from www.grantha- 
mandira.com. 
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The Holy Name Gives Everything! 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada 

I am overjoyed to hear that your enthusiasm for 
chanting is increasing. As our contaminations are 
removed by chanting, the Lord’s form, qualities, 
and pastimes will be revealed to us in the holy 
name. There is no point in making a separate effort 
to artificially remember the Lord’s form, qualities, 
and pastimes. The Lord and his name are one and 
the same. This will be understood clearly when the 
coverings in your heart are removed. By chanting 
without offenses you will personally realize that 
all perfections come from the holy name. Through 
chanting, the distinction that exists between the 
self and the gross and subtle bodies is gradually 
effaced and one realizes one’s own spiritual form. 
Once aware of the spiritual body, as one continues 
to chant, one sees the transcendental nature of the 
Lord’s form. Only the holy name reveals the spiri¬ 
tual form of the living being and then causes him to 
be attracted to Krishna’s form. Only the holy name 
reveals the spiritual qualities of the living being 
and then causes him to be attracted to Krishna’s 
qualities. Only the holy name reveals the spiritual 
activities of the living being and then causes him 
to be attracted to Krishna’s pastimes. By service to 


the holy name we do not only mean the chanting 
of the holy name; it also includes the other duties 
of the chanter. If we serve the holy name with the 
body, mind and soul, then the direction of that 
service spontaneously manifests like the sun in the 
clear sky of the chanter’s heart. What is the nature 
of the holy name? Eventually all these understand¬ 
ings spontaneously appear in the heart of one who 
chants the holy name. The true nature of hari-nama 
is revealed by listening to, reading, and studying 
the scriptures. It is unnecessary to write anything 
further on this subject. All these things will be re¬ 
vealed to you through chanting. 0 

— Srila Prabhupadera Patravali, vol. 1, pp 4-5. From a letter 
dated 4 Damodara 429 Gaurabda (27 Oct 1915). Published by Sri 
Chaitanya Math. Mayapur. 1995. Unknown translator. 

Don’t Expect Utopia 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your 
very nice letter of January 10,1972, and I am very much 
pleased by the sentiments expressed therein. It is not so 
much that because there may be some faults in our god- 
brothers and godsisters, or because there may be some 
mismanagement or lack of cooperation, that this is due 
to being impersonalists. No. It is the nature of the living 
condition to always have some fault. Even in the spiritual 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


world there is some fault and envy — sometimes the 
goptswill quarrel over Krishna’s favor, and once, Krishna 
was so much attracted to Radharani that by mistake he 
tried to milk the bull instead of the cow. And sometimes 
when the gqDAused to put on their dress and make-up 
for seeing Krishna, they would be too much hasty and 
smear kumkum and mascara in the wrong places and 
their ornaments and dresses would appear as if small 
children had been trying to dress themselves and they 
were not very expert. Like that. There are so many ex¬ 
amples. But it is not the same as material fault or mate¬ 
rial envy. It is transcendental because it is all based on 
Krishna. Sometimes when one goptwould serve Krishna 
very nicely, the others would say, “Oh, she has done 
so nicely, now let me do better for pleasing Krishna.” 
That is envy, but it is transcendental, without malice. So 
we shall not expect that anywhere there is any Utopia. 
Rather, that is impersonalism. People should not expect 
that even in the Krishna-consciousness society there will 
be Utopia. Because devotees are persons, therefore there 
will always be some lacking. But the difference is that, 
because they have given up everything to serve Krishna 
— money, jobs, reputation, wealth, big education, ev¬ 
erything — their lacking has become transcendental. It 
is transcendental because despite everything they may 
do, their topmost intention is to serve Krishna. “One 
who is engaged in devotional service, despite the most 
abominable action, is to be considered saintly because 
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he is rightly situated.” The devotees of Krishna are the 
most exalted persons on this planet. Better than kings, 
all of them! So we should always remember that and, 
like the bumblebee, always look for the nectar or the 
best qualities of a person. Not like the Utopians, who are 
like the flies who always go to the open sores or find the 
faults in a person, and because they cannot find Utopia, 
or because they cannot find anyone without faults, they 
want to become void, merge, nothing. They think that 
to become void of personality is Utopia. So if there is 
sometimes some slight disagreement between devotees, 
it is not due to impersonalism. It is because they are 
persons. And such disagreements should not be taken 
very seriously. The devotee is always pessimistic about 
the material world, but he is very optimistic about spiri¬ 
tual life. So in this way you should consider that anyone 
engaged in Krishna’s service is always the best person. 

I am very pleased that you are assisting your 
godbrothers so nicely. Yes, this is our real posi¬ 
tion, to be servants of the servants of the servants. 
And by your quiet and humble attitude you shall 
set the example of Vaishnava so that all may learn 
from you. And very soon their puffed-up attitude 
will disappear and they will come to you and seek 
your advice in matters. 0 

— Letter to Atreya Rsi. 4 February 1972. 

Nitai’s Kaupins 

Murari Gupta's Caitanya-carita 
Mahakavya 2.10.7-9\ 19-21 

tato ‘vadhuta vinayena dhtro 
gacchann anuvrajya su-duram isah 
uvaca kaupinaka-celam ekam 
dehi tvam ebhyo dvija-sajjanebhyah 

When Nityananda Avadhut was leaving, Lord 
Gaura followed him for a long way. Then he hum¬ 
bly and soberly addressed Nityananda, “Please give 
me just one of your kauplnas for the benefit of the 
saintly brahmins.” 

dadau tada tad-vacanecchaya sa 
kaupinam ekam tad asau grhitva 
svayarh prabhur bhrtya-jandya celam 
dadau vibhajya pratigrhya te muda 

In accordance with his request, Nityananda gave 
him a kauptna and Prabhu accepted it. He personally 
divided that cloth into smaller pieces and distrib¬ 
uted them to his servants, who eagerly and joyously 
received them. 
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vidhaya maulau nr-hareh prasadam 
krsnena sdrdharh nijam eva mandiram 
agatya teprema-vibhinna-dhairya 
nipatya bhumau ruruduh su-duhkhitah 

Tying this prasadam from Nrihari on their sikhas, 
they accompanied Mahaprabhu in chanting sri- 
nama while he returned home. Then, due to the 
arousal of prema , their composure was broken and 
they fell onto the ground, weeping sorrowfully. 

tato ‘vadhutah punar agatah sukha 
rente nanartasu jagau barer gunan 
krsnena sarddharh halina yatharbhakah 
pura tathaivatra ca varijekanah 

The avadhuta again happily returned and at once de¬ 
lighted in singing of the qualities of Sri Hari and dancing. 
At that time, the bhaktas appeared to be the lotus-eyed 
cowherd boys of Vraja who formerly danced in the 
company of Krishna and the plow-wielding Balaram. 

nrtyavasane bhagavan dvijagryan 
uvaca padav avadhutakasya 
praksalya grhnantu jalam bhavantas 
cakrus tatas te sirasa tadajnam 

pltva tu padodakam eva te muda 
nrtyanti gayanti rasena purnah 
srl-gaura-candrena samam vicukrusus 
tato ‘vadhutas ca Hasan papata 

When everyone had finished dancing, the all-opulent 
Lord instmcted those noble brahmins, “Dear sirs, wash 
the avadhuta’s feet and drink the water.” Accepting 
Gaura’s order on their heads, they joyously drank Nitai’s 
footwash. Then, saturated with nityananda-rasa, they 
danced, sang and loudly called out the names of Hari in 
company with Sri Gaura Chandra. Then the avadhuta 
tumbled to the ground laughing. 0 

Bibliography 

— Murari Gupta. Sri Caitanya-carita. English translation by Bhakti 
Vedanta Bhagavata Swami. Gaura Vani Press. Distributed by Nectar 
Books. Union City, Georgia. 1998. 

— Murari Gupta. Sri Krsna Caitanya Caritamrtam. Sanskrit with 
Bengali translation. Published by Mahesh Library. Kolkata. 2000. 

The Beauty of Lord Nityananda 

Srila Lochan Das Thakur 

Sindhuda-raga 

dekha nitai-candera madhurl 

pulakepurita tanu kadamba-kesara janu 

bahu tuli bole hari hari 

(Refrain) Look at the glorious sweetness of the 
moonlike Lord Nityananda! The hairs on his body 



The Moon of Avadhutas 

stand erect like the filaments on kadamba flowers. 
Raising his arms, he chants, “Hari! Hari!” 

sn-mukha-niandala-dhdma jini kata koti kama 
so na vihi kise niramila 

mathiya lavanya-sindhu tahe nihgadiya indu 
sudha-sahce mukhani gadila 

How many millions of cupids does the circle of his 
face defeat? How did the demigod Brahma create such 
a face? Perhaps Brahma churned the ocean of glorious 
handsomeness, extracted from it a glorious moon, and 
with the nectar from that moon created Nitai’s face. 

nava kahja-dala ahkhi taraka bhramara-pakhi 
dubi rahu prema-makarande 

se-rupa dekhila yeha sejanila rasa-meha 
avani bhasala se anande 

Nitai’s eyes are like lotus petals and his pupils are 
like black bees drowning in the flower-nectar of ec¬ 
static divine love. Anyone who sees him understands 
that Nitai is a nectar-cloud flooding the earth with a 
monsoon of ecstasy. 
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purave ye vraja-pure vihare nandera hare 

rohini-nandana balarama 
ebe padmavati-suta nityananda avadhuta 

bhuvana-pavana haila nama 

In the past he was Rohini’s son Balarama who en¬ 
joyed pastimes in Nanda’s home in Vraja. Now he is 
Padmavati’s son, the avadhuta Nityananda, who is 
known as the purifier of the worlds. 

se pahuh patita heri karunaya avatari 

jlvere balaya gaura-hari 

padiya se bhava-bandhe kandaye locana andhe 
nd dekhiya se-rupa madhuri 

Seeing how the people had become degraded, the 
Lord descended to this world and taught the fallen souls 
to chant the holy names “Gaura-Hari!” Fallen in the prison 
of repeated birth and death, blind Lochan Das weeps. 
Never has he seen any sweetness like that of Lord Nitai. 0 
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premaghurna-su-kahja-khahjana-maddjinnetra-hdsydn 

anarh 

nityanandam aham smarami satatam bhusojjvalahga- 
sriyam 

I constantly meditate on Lord Nityananda, the wor- 
shipable personality, who, with his graceful move¬ 
ments, mocks the intoxicated king of elephants, and 
with the luster of his body, dressed in fine clothes of 
a dark blue color like that of a row of blue lotuses, 
increases the evening moon. Agitated with pure love 
of God, the beautiful lotus eyes on Lord Nityananda’s 
face conquer the pride of khanjana birds. 

auddryena su-kama-dhenu-divisad-raksendu-cintamani- 
vrndarh brahma-sukham ca sundarataya kandarpa- 
vrndarh prabhum 

vatsalyena mmidtr^ihenu-nicayam vispardhinam nandinam 
nityanandam aham namdmi satatam premabdhi- 
samvardhinam 

I constantly bow down unto the joyful Nityananda 
Prabhu, who expands the ocean of pure love of 
God. His munificence defeats the Kamadhenu 
cows, the god of rain, the moon, the touchstone, 
and the happiness of brahman. His beauty defeats 
numberless Cupids, and his affection defeats that 
of mothers and cows. 

nityanandam aham vande karne lambita-mauktikam 
caitanyagraja-rupena pavitri-krta-bhu-talam 

I offer my obeisances to Lord Nityananda, adorned 
with a pearl earring, and who, appearing prior to Lord 
Chaitanya, has sanctified the surface of the earth. 

nityananda namas tubhyam premananda-pradayine 
kalau kalmasa-nasaya jahnava-pataye namah 

O Lord Nityananda, the husband of Jahnava Devi, 
obeisances unto You! You crush the vices in the 
age of Kali and grant the bliss of pure love of God. 

nityanandam idam saw am premanandaspadi-krtam 
yena tarn satatam vande nityanandam jagad-gurum 

I constantly glorify Lord Nityananda, the spiritual 
master of everyone, who has filled this whole world 
with the bliss of pure love of God. 

sriman-nityananda-candram karund-maya-vigraham 
caitanyabhinna-deham tarn vande sawa-jana-priyam 

I praise the moon of Lord Nityananda, who is the 
embodiment of compassion. Non-different from Lord 
Chaitanya, He is dear to one and all. 0 

— Translated by Nityananda Das from Sri Manohara Bhajana Dipika, 
published by Sri Sudhasindhu Das. Govardhan. Gaurabdha 519- Bengali. 
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Overlook Others’ 

Minor Offenses 

His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

You should understand that Krishna consciousness 
is a purificatory process. One may not be purified im¬ 
mediately, but since he is on the right path for purifica¬ 
tion, one should not criticize him for some faults that 
he may still have. Just because you have made some 
mistakes does that mean that you should give up your 
whole career in Krishna consciousness? What will that 
accomplish? Simply more rebirth and death. The fact 
that you have left our movement just on account of 
some minor disagreements shows that you are not 
actually serious about going back to home, back to 
Godhead. I suggest that you become serious about 
spiritual life and try to overlook the minor offenses of 
others. You should keep yourself in the association of 
devotees, chant at least 16 rounds, read my books, and 
follow all of the rules and regulations very strictly. 0 
— Letter. 14 March 1975 

Mahaprabhu’s Supreme Gift 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 

Mahaprabhu gave prema. No one else gave prema. 

namo maha-vaddnyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te 
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-ndmne gaura-tvise namah 


I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord 
Sri Krishna Chaitanya, who is more magnanimous than 
any other avatara , even Krishna himself, because he 
is bestowing freely what no one else has ever given— 
pure love of Krishna. [Cc. madhya 19-53] 

Srila Rupa Goswami offered this pranama-man- 
tra to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He addressed Ma¬ 
haprabhu as the most munificent incarnation who 
gives krsna-prema. Nobody else gives prema. Even 
Krishna himself doesn’t give it. So unless one comes 
into the fold of Mahaprabhu, he cannot get prema. 

Lord Rama is known as maryada-puru- 
sottama, he who very strictly follows Vedic 
etiquette. The devotees of Lord Rama strictly 
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Adwaita Acharya worships Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

observe Vedic etiquette, so how can they get 
prema unless they come to the fold of Sriman 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu? When Sriman Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu came and was distributing prema 
indiscriminately, Brahma came, Shivaji came, 
and Narada came. All came and saw, “Now is the 
opportunity. Otherwise we cannot get it.” 

Murari Gupta and Hanuman 

Hanumanji was a great devotee of Lord Rama 
and a great sadhu also. When Mahaprabhu came, 
Hanuman came as Murari Gupta. He was a great 
devotee of Lord Rama as well as being a very dear 
devotee of Lord Chaitanya. Once Mahaprabhu told 
Murari Gupta to become a devotee of Lord Krishna: 

parama madhura, gupta, vrajendra-kumara 
svayarh bhagavdn krsna — sarvdmsi, sawdsraya 
visuddha-nirmala-prema, sarva-rasamaya 

The supreme sweetness, my dear Gupta, is Lord 
Sri Krishna, the son of Nanda Maharaja. He is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the origin of all 
incarnations, and the shelter of everyone. He is pure 
transcendental love itself and the reservoir of all lov¬ 
ing relationships. [Cc. madhya 15.138-1391 

Mahaprabhu said, “Oh Gupta, become a devotee of 
Lord Krishna. Why are you a devotee of Lord Rama? 
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Krishna is svayarh bhagavdn while Lord Rama is 
only a plenary portion. Krishna is full of eternity, 
knowledge, and bliss: 

isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah 
anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam 

Krishna who is known as Govinda is the Supreme 
Godhead. He has an eternal blissful spiritual body. 
He is the origin of all. He has no other origin and he 
is the prime cause of all causes. [Brahma-samhita 5.1] 

Krishna is sac-cid-ananda: san-maya , eternal 
existence, cin-maya , eternal knowledge, and 
ananda-maya , eternal bliss. He is filled com¬ 
pletely with all mellows — prema-rasa-maya. He 
is rasa-pradata — the giver of all mellows. He is 
the source of all mellows. He is Krishna. Mahap¬ 
rabhu told him: 

sakala-sadguna-vrnda-ratna-ratnakara 
vidagdha, catura, dhtra, rasika-sekhara 

Krishna is the reservoir of all transcendental qualities. 
He is like a mine of gems. He is expert at everything, 
very intelligent and sober, and he is the summit of 
all humors. 

madhura-caritra krsnera madhura-vilasa 
caturya-vaidagdhya kare yahra lila-rasa 

His character is very sweet and his pastimes are 
melodious. He is expert in intelligence, and thus 
he enjoys all his pastimes and mellows. 

sei krsna bhaja tumi, hao krsnasraya 
krsna vina anya-upasana mane nahi laya 

Worship Krishna and take shelter of him. Butfor his service, 
nothing appeals to the mind. [Cc. madhya 15.140-142]. 

Mahaprabhu said, the pastimes of Krishna are 
so nectarean, so sweet. He is the ocean of all tran¬ 
scendental qualities. He has 64 qualities. Nobody 
else has all these 64 qualities. He is very intelligent, 
sober, and wise. He is rasika-sekhara , the enjoyer of 
all mellows. Sei krsna bhaja tumi, hao krsnasraya, 
you should become a devotee of Krishna and do 
krsna-bhajana , take shelter of Krishna. Krishna vina 
anya-upasana mane nahi laya — the worship of 
Krishna is the only worship, the only bhajana. 

Fixed in Service 

After hearing Mahaprabhu, Murari Gupta 
thought for some time what to do. There was 

2 









Sri ^IkcIk 

some hesitation in his mind, but he also had 
strong faith in Mahaprabhu. He then said, “Ami 
tomara kihkara tomara ajha kart ami nahi 
svatantara — I am your servant, O Lord. What¬ 
ever you say, I must do.” [Cc. madhya 15. 144] 
Then Murari Gupta returned to his residence. 
That night he thought very deeply. “How can I 
give up rama-upasana , the worship of Rama?” 
Murari Gupta is a very great, dear devotee of Lord 
Rama. He could not sleep the whole night. He 
cried and cried and thought, “I must finish my 
life because I cannot follow the order of Sri Chai- 
tanya Mahaprabhu. He has asked me to become a 
devotee of Lord Krishna and do krsna-bhajana , 
but I cannot give up Lord Rama.” He thought [Cc. 
madhya 15.146-7]: 

kemane chadiba raghunathera carana 
aji ratryeprabhu morn karaha marana 

“How can I give up rama-bhajana and do krsna- 
bhajana ? It is better to die.” He prayed to the Lord, 
“O Lord, please bring death to me. During this night 
let me die, let me die.” 

ei mata sarva-ratri karena krandana 
mane soyasti nahi, ratri kaila jagaran 

The whole night he cried and cried. He had no 
sleep. When it was morning he got up. Every day 
he was doing rama-bhajana. Now he was think¬ 
ing of Mahaprabhu and how he had told him 
to do krsna-bhajana. But he couldn’t do it, and 
he was confused about what he should do. He 
could not give up Rama and do krsna-bhajana. 
He thought, “It is better to die.” Then he went to 
Mahaprabhu and said: 

raghunathera paya mufti veciyachoh matha 
kadhite na pari matha, manepai vyatha 

sri-raghunatha-carana chadana na yaya 
tava ajha-bhahga haya, ki karoh upaya 

tate more ei krpa kara, dayamaya 
tomara age mrtyu ha-uka, yauka samsaya 

“I have already dedicated myself at the lotus feet 
of Raghunath, Lord Rama. I cannot get out of it. It 
is quite impossible on my part. At the same time 
I am unable to follow your words. You have told 
me to do krsna-bhajana , but I cannot do so. I have 
committed an offense at your feet because I cannot 
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obey your order. Please shower your mercy on me 
and let me die before you.” [Cc. madhya 15.149-151] 

Hearing this, Mahaprabhu was very pleased 
and praised him: 

sadhu sadhu, gupta, tomara sudrdha bhajana 
amara vacaneha tomara na talila mana 

“All glories to you, Murari Gupta! Your method of 
worship is very firmly fixed — so much so that even 
upon my request your mind did not turn. 

ei-mata sevakera priti cahi prabhu-paya 
prabhu chadaileha, pada chadana na yaya 

“The servitor must have love and affection for the 
lotus feet of the Lord exactly like this. Even if the 
Lord wants separation, a devotee cannot abandon 
the shelter of his lotus feet.” [Cc.madhya 15.153-154] 

sei bhakta dhanya, ye na chade prabhura carana 
seiprabhu dhanya, ye na chade nija-jana 

’’Glorious is that devotee who does not give up 
the shelter of his Lord, and glorious is that Lord 
who does not abandon his servant. 



Mahaprabhu said, "The worship of Krishna 
is the only worship, the only bhajana. ” 
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durdaive sevaka yadi yaya any a sthane 
sei thakura dhanya tare cule dhari’ ane 

”If by chance a servant falls down and goes some¬ 
where else, glorious is that master who captures him 
and brings him back by the hair. [Cc. antya 4.46-47] 

Mahaprabhu’s Test 

Mahaprabhu said, “ Sadhu, sadhu\ Your 
bhajana is very strong. All glory to you! Even 
though I told you to stop, still you are not devi¬ 
ated from your bhajana. You are rama-nistha , 
fixed in Lord Rama.” 

One should develop such priti , such love towards 
his master. Even though the master wants him to 
get out, still he does not get out. That devotee is a 
first class devotee who never leaves the lotus feet 
of his master. And that master is a real master who 
never leaves his servants. If the servant goes to 
some other person, to some other place, then what 
is the duty of the master? He should catch hold of 
his hair and drag him back. Mahaprabhu was testing 
the upasana-nistha , how fixed Murari Gupta was 
in his worship. Murari Gupta came out successful 
in the test. Mahaprabhu said, 

saksat hanuman tumi sri-rama-kinkara 
tumi kene chadibe tanra carana-kamala 
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sei murari-gupta ei—morn prana sama 
inhara dainya suni’ mornphataye jivana 

“Murari Gupta, you are saksat hanuman, you are di¬ 
rectly Hanuman. You are rama-kinkara , the eternal 
servant of Rama. Why should you give up his lotus 
feet?” Mahaprabhu said, “This Murari Gupta is my 
life and soul. When I hear of his humility it perturbs 
my very life.” [Cc. madhya 15.156-157] 

Then Mahaprabhu showed Murari his sad- 
bhuja , six-handed form. How he is Lord Rama, 
and Lord Krishna, and now a sannyast. In 
many places, while Mahaprabhu was travelling 
in southern India, he converted many rama- 
bhaktas into krsna-bhaktas. 

Hanuman teaches dasya-bhakti. Dasya 
means servitorship. When Lord Rama ended his 
pastimes during treta-yuga here and returned 
to his abode in the spiritual kingdom, he took 
everybody from Ayodhya with him except 
Hanuman. He left Hanuman here. Hanuman is 
a great devotee of Lord Rama. Why did Rama 
leave behind such a dear devotee? He left Ha¬ 
numan to teach dasya-bhakti. Hanuman is only 
devoted to his Lord Rama. Hanuman once said: 

srinathe janaki-nathe cabhedah paramatmani 
tathapi mama sarvasvam ramah kamala-locanah 

“Although Lord Narayan, the husband of Lak- 
shmidevi, and Lord Ramachandra, the husband 
of Sitadevi, are both the supersoul and are non- 
different, still the lotus-eyed Lord Rama is my all 
in all.” [ Prema-bhakti-candrika 2.17] 

Hanuman once opened his heart and showed 
how only Sita and Rama were there, no one 
else. This is the example of unalloyed devo¬ 
tion, ananya-bhakti. Hanuman’s devotion is 
one-pointed, not multi-pointed. Murari Gupta 
showed this example. Murari Gupta is Hanu¬ 
man. Mahaprabhu was testing him and he came 
out successful in that test. 0 

(7o be concluded in the next issue j 

— Darshan. Mayapur. February 1991. 
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Always Enthusiastic 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am so pleased to hear from you that the book distri¬ 
bution has increased five times than before! Similarly, 
I have heard from Chicago and other places also that 
they are increasing five times than before. That is very 
encouraging to me. You are, I can understand, very 
enthusiastic to endeavor for big things on Krishna’s 
behalf, and all of the new students there at our Boston 
center are also feeling enthusiasm from your example. 
That is the business of a leader: He must always be 
enthusiastic and inspire others to be always enthusi¬ 
astic. Then he is a real leader. And that enthusiastic 
mood is maintained when everyone is always with¬ 
out fail chanting sixteen rounds daily, rising early for 
mangala-arati , reading books, preaching — in this 
way, by observing strictly the regulative principles of 
devotional life, that enthusiasm or great eagerness to 
have Krishna will come out. So if you are very se¬ 
rious to remain tightly there in our Boston center 
and develop it fully, I am very pleased with you 
for this. Advancement in Krishna Consciousness 
means to stick tightly to the desire or orders of 
the spiritual master. Because my Guru Maharaja 
ordered it, and I am also ordering it: Go on preach¬ 
ing! Spread this Krishna Consciousness all over the 
world! If you are taking up responsibility to work 
cool-headedly in this way, then you understand the 
point of giving our energy to Krishna without any 
personal consideration. Try to develop the Boston 
temple to be the most first-class temple in your 



His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

country. — Why only in your country, in the en¬ 
tire world! Recruit some educated men from the 
colleges and schools in Boston and train them up 
for our preaching mission. In this way develop 
the quality of your men to be surrendered ser¬ 
vants of Krishna. That will please Krishna, and 
you will also feel yourself becoming happier in 
perfecting your life. 0 

— Letter to Trai Das. 27 December 1972. 
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Mahaprabhu’s Supreme Gift 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 

(concluded from the last issue) 

Krishna has many forms: 

avatara hy asahkhyeya hareh sattva-nidher dvijah 
athavidasinah kulyah sarasah syuh sahasrasah 

The incarnations of the Lord are innumerable, like rivulets 
flowing from inexhaustible sources of water. [Bhdg. 1.3.26] 

In Brahma-samhitd 5.46 it is said, 

diparcir eva hi dasantaram abhyupetya 
dipayate vivrta-hetu-samana-dharmd 
yas tadrg eva hi ca visnutaya vibhati 
govindam adi-purusam tarn aharh bhajdmi 

From one original lamp many other lamps may be 
lit, and they will all give the same light. There is no 
difference in their potencies. Similarly, there is no 
difference between avatara and avatari. Krishna 
is the one original lamp, mula-dipa-eka , and his 
avataras are asankhya , innumerable. Krishna is 
avatari , the source of all incarnations. 

ramadi-murtisu kala-niyamena tisthan 
nanavataram akarod bhuvanesu kintu 
krsnah svayarh samabhavatparamah puman yo 
govindam adi-purusam tarn aharh bhajdmi 

I worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Govinda, 
who is always situated in various incarnations such as 
Rama, Nrsimha and also many sub-incarnations, but who 
is the original personality of Godhead known as Krishna, 
who also incarnates personally. [Brahma-samhitd 5.39] 

Rama, Nrsimha and Vamana are kald, plenary portions 
of the portion of Krishna. They are giving equal light, 
but still one is the original lamp. There is no other dif¬ 
ference. The devotees worship the form they are most 
attracted to. Rama-bhaktas are attracted to the form of 
Rama. Nrsimha-bhaktas , like Prahlada, are attracted to 
the form of Lord Nrsimha. Those who are krsna-bhaktas 
are attracted to the all-beautiful form of Krishna. Hanu- 
man is a devotee of Rama. He has developed unalloyed 
devotion to the form of Lord Rama. 

Goswami Tulasi Das was a great devotee of Lord 
Rama. LikeHanuman, he only wanted to see the beauti¬ 
ful form of Lord Rama. He didn’t want to see the form 
of Krishna. Once he went to a Krishna temple and 
prayed to the deity, “Please, give up your flute and 
hold a bow and arrow. Show me your form as Lord 
Rama. Then I will bow down to you.” The deity 
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immediately changed and he saw the beautiful form 
of Lord Rama. Then he bowed down. 

Garuda Meets Hanuman 

In Dwarka, Krishna once sent for Garuda and told him, 
“Go and call Hanuman. ” So Garuda went to Hanuman and 
told him, “Lord Krishna is calling you to Dwarka.” Hanu¬ 
man was busy chanting rama-nama, “Rama, Rama, Rama, 
Rama.” He didn’t pay any attention to Garuda. Garuda 
repeated himself two or three times, “I have come from 
Dwarka. Lord Krishna has sent me. He is calling you. Please 
come. ” Hanuman didn’t listen. Garuda kept repeating him¬ 
self until finally Hanuman gave a great lash with his tail and 
Garuda was thrown into the air and fell down in Dwarka 
in front of Krishna. Hanuman wouldn’t listen to Garuda. 
Garuda was morose. But Krishna could understand what 
had happened. Lord Krishna said, “Why did you say that 
Krishna was calling him? Go again. This time tell him that 
Lord Rama is calling.” Again Garuda went there and told 
Hanuman, “Lord Rama is callingyou. Please come.” “Oh, my 
master is calling? All right, I will go immediately.” Garuda said, 
“Please, sit on my shoulders. I will fly you there in a moment.” 



Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
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“No. You go ahead. I am going. I won’t sit on your shoul¬ 
ders.” Garuda went back. Before Garuda reached there 
Hanuman had already arrived. Garuda saw that Krishna 
had assumed the form of tod Rama, Balaram had assumed 
the form of Laksman, and Rukmini had assumed the form 
of Sitadevi. Hanuman was sitting there with folded hands. 
Krishna thought his dear devotee wants to see this form of 
mine, so he showed him the form of Lord Rama. 

The Supreme Form 

During his travels in South India, Mahaprabhu 
had some discussion with the tattva-vadis in Udupi. 
Although he didn’t agree with the tattva-vadis , 
Mahaprabhu accepted the Madhva sampradaya , 
which is known as the tattva-vadi sampradaya. 
Why did he accept it? 

sabe, eka guna dekhi tomara sampradaye 

satya-vigraha kari’ isvare karaha niscaye 
[Cc. madhya 9.277] 

Mahaprabhu told them, “You are tattva-vadis. All 
of your philosophies are detrimental to pure devo¬ 
tion, suddha-bhakti , because they stress on karma. 
Still, satya-vigraha kari’isvare karaha niscaye , I find 
one good quality in your sampradaya. You have ac¬ 
cepted the all-beautiful form of Krishna.” In Udupi, the 
Madhva-sampradaya worships the deity of Gopal. In 
one hand Gopal has a rope, and in the other hand is 
a manthara-danda , a churning stick. Mahaprabhu 
said, “My grand gum Madhavendra Puri has accepted 
this sampradaya , so I accept it.” 

Vipralambha-bhava-bhajana , worship in 
separation, began from Madhavendra Puri. In the 
Madhva-sampradaya up to Lakshmipati, the gum 
of Madhavendra Puri, this mood was not there. It 
came with Madhavendra Puri. So Mahaprabhu ac¬ 
cepted this sampradaya. 

The Conclusions of Mahaprabhu 

aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama 
vrndavanam 

ramya kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargena yd 
kalpita 

srimad-bhdgavatam pramdnam-amalam premd 
pumartho mahan 

sri caitanya mahaprabhur-matam-idam 
tatradaro nah par ah 

It is the conclusive opinion of Lord Chaitanya that the 

most worshipable form of the Lord is that of Sri Krishna, 

the son of Nanda Maharaja. Vrindavan-dhama is the 
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topmost worshipable abode. The highest and most 
pleasing type of worship of Krishna is done by the Vraja 
gopis. Srimad-bhdgavatam is the spotless authority on 
everything. And krsna-prema is the fifth and highest 
goal of life. [Caitanya-matta-mahjusa commentary on 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam by Srinath Chakravarti] 

This is the opinion of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and is 
most important. Krishna, the son of Nanda Maharaja 
— vrajesa-tanaya, gokulesa-tanaya — is to be wor¬ 
shiped. Not vasudeva-tanaya. Why is that? Vasudeva is 
a four-handed form. He is a portion of Krishna. Krishna 
in Dwarka is complete, puma. Krishna in Mathura is 
more complete, purnatarah, and Krishna in Vrajabhumi 
is most complete, purnatamah. There is the positive 
degree, the comparative degree and the superlative 
degree—complete, more complete and most complete. 
Vrajesa-tanaya is the most complete form of Krishna. 
Mahaprabhu says that Krishna is to be worshiped, 
aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayah. That form is ten or 
twelve years old, kisora-krsna. Dwarkadish, Krishna in 
Dwarka, is a king. He has so many wives and so much 
opulence. But it is kisora-krsna , ten to twelve year-old 
Krishna in Vrajabhumi, that is the most beautiful form of 
Krishna. He is very simple, gopa-vesa, nata-vara —he 
is dressed as a cowherd boy and is the best of dancers. 
He is not a king. He wears a peacock feather, holds a 
flute, and plays with the cowherd boys. He is tri-bhahga- 
lalita , curved in three places. 

Not Interested in Narayan 

How is he to be worshiped? Mahaprabhu says, ramya 
kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargenaya kalpita —He is to 
be worshiped with pure love in the mood of the damsels of 
Vrajabhumi. That is the best process of worship. That is Ma- 
haprabhu’s teaching andMahaprabhu’s opinion. The gopis 
only see that Mora form of Krishna, ten to twelve years old 
Krishna, gopa-vesa, nata-vara, venu-kara —cowherd boy 
dress, playing a flute and dancing—a very beautiful form. 
They never want to see any other form. They met Krishna 
in Kurukshetra on the solar eclipse day. Krishna had come 
fromDwarka. Hewasdressedasanopulentking. The gopis 
dragged him to Gopapur, saying, ‘We don’t like this form 
and this opulent dress. Gopapur, Vrajabhumi is there. The 
jungle of Vrindavan is there. The Yamuna river is there. 
All the kuhjas are there. The cows and calves are there. 
The cowherd boys are there. Please come.” Then they 
dragged Krishna’s cart. This is ratha-yatra. They said “We 
don’t want to see you in this form as a king.” 
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For a joke, Krishna once manifested his four- 
handed form of Narayan in one of the kunjas. When 
the gopls who were searching for Krishna saw him, 
their love became shrunken. They thought, “Oh, it’s 
Narayan. Let’s go. We don’t want to see him.” They 
only wanted to see kisora-krsna , the two-handed 
form that is curved in three places, with flute in 
hand, gopa-vesa , the cowherd boy, the extraordi¬ 
narily beautiful Krishna. Srila Rupa Goswami has 
mentioned this in Lalita-madhava • 

gopinam pasupendra-nandana-jiiso bhdvasya kas tarn krtl 
vijhatum ksamate duruha-padau-sahcarinah rakriydm 
aviskuwati vaisnaum api tanum tasmin bhujairjisnubhir 
yasam hanta caturbhir adbhuta-rncim ragodayah kuhcati 

Once Sri Krishna playfully manifested himself as 
Narayan, with four victorious hands and a very 
beautiful form. When the gopls saw this exalted 
form, however, their ecstatic feelings were crippled. 

A learned scholar, therefore, cannot understand the 
gopts’ ecstatic feelings, which are firmly fixed upon 
the original form of Lord Krishna as the son of Nanda 
Maharaja. The wonderful feelings of the gopls in ec¬ 
static parama-rasa with Krishna constitute the great¬ 
est mystery in spiritual life. [Srila Rupa Goswami’s 
Lalita-madhava 6.54, quoted in Cc. adi 17.281.] 
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For a joke, Krishna once manifested 
himself in his form as Narayan before the gopls. 

Rama and Mahaprabhu 

With Lord Rama there is prema , there is love, but the 
highest love as manifest by the gopls is not there. Hanu- 
man had no such prema. It is quite absent between Lord 
Rama and his associates. Rama is maryada-purusottama 
—he very strictly followed Vedic etiquette. He refused to 
acceptthe munis of Dandakaranya. When they request¬ 
ed that he accept them as his wives, Lord Rama refused. 
“No. That cannot be. In this incarnation I have this vow, 
eka-patni-vrata. I cannot accept more than one wife. 
And if you all accept me you will be burned to ashes 
by the curse of Sitadevi. Wait for the next incarnation.” 

Mahaprabhu gave this highest understanding. 
Krishna as gopl-jana-vallabha, goplnatha, goplkanta. 
Mahaprabhu is giving the highest love — aradhyo 
bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama vrndava- 
nam, ramya kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargena 
yd kalpita. He is giving gopl-prema , radha-prema. 
Mahaprabhu has assumed the sentiment of Radharani, 
gopl-bhava. Therefore he is giving that prema. 0 

— Darshan. Mayapur. February 1991. 
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A Big Temple is not Necessary 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

You can worship [the Lord] anywhere. You can keep 
[him] in a box. It doesn’t mean that you must have a 
very big temple. No. According to one’s means. If 
you have got money then build a temple, just like we 
have in Bombay and Vrindavan. If money comes, then 
build. Otherwise, keep [the deity] in a box. Krishna 
does not say first of all build a big temple, then I will 
accept your service. He’s agreeable, patrampuspam 
phalam —Just offer a leaf, a flower or some water. 
[Bg. 9-26]. The real thing is bhakti. Either you keep 
him in a box or in a big temple. If you have the 
means to build a big temple, then don’t keep him 
in a box. That is cheating. Krishna can understand. 
If you have got no means, he’s agreeable. Keep him 
in a box. Devotion to Krishna cannot be checked 
in any circumstances. You can stay anywhere very 
peacefully. Worship the deity on a small scale or on 
a big scale. What is the problem? 0 

— From My Glorious Master. Bhurijana Dasa. VIHE Publications. 
Vrindavan. 1996. Chapter 21. 

Lord Rama’s Mayapur Pastimes 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode's 
Sri Sri Navadvlpa-bhava-taranga 
Texts 110 to 115 

modadruma srl bhandlra haya eka tattva 
yatha pasupakslgane saba suddha sattva 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


manohara vrksadale basi’pikagana 
gaurahari slta-rama gaya anuksana 

This island of Modadruma is non-different from 
the forest of Sri Bhandiravan in Vraja. All the 
animals and birds are fully spiritual entities having 
the nature of pure goodness. In the branches of 
the trees sit cuckoos who incessantly sing the 
glories of Gauranga and Sita-Rama. 

kata kata vata-vrksa chaya vistariya 
sobhiche bhandlravana surya acchadiya 
rdma-krsna-lllasu ‘na pratyaksa bhuvane 
kabe vd sphuribe mora e dui nayane 

Countless banyan trees spread their branches 
here and block out the rays of the sun. When will 
this place, where Krishna and Balaram displayed 
their pastimes, be visible to my eyes? 
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dekhiya vanera sobha bhramite bhramite 
sri rama-kutira cakse pade acambite 
durvadala-varna rama brahmacan vese 
laksmanajanaki-saha tar a eka dese 

Wandering and wandering about, observing the 
glory of the forest, I will suddenly behold the cottage of 
Lord Sri Rama. Then will I see Rama Himself, the colour 
of fresh durva grass, dressed like a brahmacan and 
sitting along with Lakshman and Sita. 

dekhiya sri ramacandra-rupa manohara 
acetanepadiba se kanana-bhitara 
preme gara gara deha nd sphuribe vani 
dui ankhi bharipiba dei rupakhani 

Seeing Lord Ramachandra’s beautiful form within 
that forest, I will swoon on the spot. My entire 
body overwhelmed with ecstatic love, I will remain 
stunned and speechless as I fill both my eyes that are 
heartily drinking the beauty of his form. 

krpa kari ramanuja asi’ dhire dhire 
vana-phala rabbi’pada dibe mama sire 
balibena, vatsa, tumi khao ei phala 
vanavase phalaphule atithya kevala 

Being merciful, Lakshman will come forward 
slowly, set down some fruit and place his feet 
upon my head. He will say, “My dear child, please 
eat this fruit. Since we are living here in the forest, 
this is all we have to offer our guests.” 

balite balite lila ha ’be adarsana 
kandite kandite phala kariba bhaksana 
ara ki dekhiba ami durvadala-rupa 
hrdaye bhaviba sei acintya-svarupa 

Just as he says this, the vision of this pastime will 
dissolve. Weeping and weeping, I will eat the fruit. 
Oh, will I ever again see the figure of Rama, green as 
fresh durva grass? In my heart I will meditate on that 
inconceivably beautiful form. 0 
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— Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Sri Navadvipa Mahatmya. Published 
by Pundarika Vidyanidhi Das. Vrindavan. 1994. 
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— Bhaktivinode Thakur. Sri Navadvipa-dhdma-mahatmya. 
Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti. Nabadwip. 1993. Bengali. 

Sita and the Crow 

Valmiki Ramayana 

After meeting with Sita in the asoka grove ofRavan’s 
palace in Lanka, Hanuman relayed a message from 
LordRamachandra. Sita’s reply follows: 

With tear-filled eyes, Sita replied in a faint voice, “O 
Hanuman, to convince Rama that you have met me, 
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you may relate to Him the following incident: One day 
while we were residing at Chitrakut, after playing in 
the water, Rama sat down, dripping water on my lap. 
At that time a crow came and began pecking at me, 
as though eager to eat my flesh. I picked up a lump 
of dirt to throw to scare it away, but the determined 
crow remained on the scene, hiding nearby. 
Becoming angered, I accidentally pulled the string 
that held my slip, causing it to fall down. Seeing 
this, Rama laughed heartily, taking advantage of my 
flustered countenance. In the meantime, the crow 
returned, and again pecked at me. I took shelter of 
Rama by sitting on His lap, and he comforted me, 
wiping the tears from my eyes. 

“Feeling exhausted, I soon fell asleep in Rama’s 
arms. Likewise, he soon dozed off, too. Taking 
advantage of this opportunity, the crow suddenly 
swooped down and clawed at my breasts. This 
awakened Rama, who felt drops of my blood 
falling on him, coming from my wounds. 

“Seeing the cuts on my breasts, Rama became 
enraged, and asked me to identify the culprit. Then, 
before I could answer, He saw the crow sitting at 
a distance, his claws dripping with blood. In great 
anger, Rama took a blade of kusa grass from his mat 
and surcharged it with the power of a brahmastra. 
As the straw burst into flames, Rama hurled it at the 
crow. Then, as the bird flew up into the sky, the 
kusa-grass weapon followed it. 

“This crow was the son of Indra, and while being 
chased by the brahmastra , he tried to obtain shelter 
all over the universe. Regardless, even his father was 
powerless to help him. Finally, the crow came and 
surrendered to Rama. Out of compassion, Rama 
forgave the pale, exhausted bird, but said, This 
brahmastra cannot be ineffectual. Therefore, it must 
be directed somewhere.’ 

“Saying this, Rama directed the weapon to 
destroy the crow’s right eye. Thereafter, Indra’s 
son departed after offering his obeisances.” 

Sita became overwhelmed with sorrow while 
relating her pastime with Rama. Then, with tear- 
stained eyes, she said, “O Hanuman, formerly, Rama 
used the brahmastra against an insignificant crow. 
Why does he not attack Ravan now? Does Rama no 
longer have any affection for me? In some former life 
I must have committed an abominable sin to cause 
Rama to disregard me now.” 

Hoping to encourage the despondent Sita, 
Hanuman reassured Sita, saying, “I can personally 
vouch for the fact that He is feeling great separation 
from you. Rama is completely merged in the depths 
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of the ocean of sorrow. Now, please give me some 
object that I can show to Rama.” 

Sighing, Sita said, “At least I now have some real 
hope of being rescued. Somehow you must urge 
Rama to come quickly, for if I pass another month 
away from him I will surely die of grief.” 

Saying this, Sita took a bright jewel from her 
cloth that she formerly used to ornament her head. 
Giving it to Hanuman, Sita said, “When Rama sees 
this jewel, he will remember three persons, since 
it was given to me by my mother as a dowry gift in 
the presence of Rama and his father. O Hanuman, 
please return quickly and urge Rama to quickly 
terminate my unbearable suffering.” 0 

—English translation by Sri Rohini Kumar Das. Unpublished manuscript. 


I’ve searched the whole world, but not found anywhere 
“Any man that in beauty with me could compare; 

“For that reason a virgin till now I’ve remained; 
“Seeing you, my desire I feel now is attained.” 

But the Lord, as his wife, looked at Sita and said, 
“My young brother is standing here; he is unwed.” 

To Lakshman she turned; he as foe’s sister knew her; 
And, glancing at Rama, he gently said to her, 

“Fair lady, as servant my lord I must please; 

“In subjection you’d never find comfort or ease; 

“This my master is Kosala’s powerful king; 

“As his own will he carries out everything. 


SUPARNAKHA MEETS LORD RAMA 
Reverend A. G. Atkins 

For more about the Christian missionary Rev. 
Atkins, see Bindu 116. 

As to Rama she came, she assumed for a while 
A fair form, and then said to him with a sweet smile, 

“As a man you’re unique; I as woman; that’s splendid! 
“Our union has surely by God been intended! 


“If a servant seeks ease, or a beggar respect, 

“If adulterers heav’n, or spendthrifts wealth expect, 

“If a miser for fame, or one proud for charm tries, 

“Tis in vain; they are looking for milk from the skies.” 

She went back to Rama when Lakshman thus spumed her, 
But he once again to his brother returned her; 

“A man would be dead to shame,” Lakshman replied, 
“Twould be mere straw to him, if he took you as bride.” 



Lakshman disfigures Suparnakha on the order of Lord Rama 


Pahari style painting by Pandit Seu of Guler c. 1720 
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She then tamed back to Rama, by anger consumed, 

And before diem her fearsome form once more assumed; 

But Raghurai, noticing Sita afraid, 

To his brother for action at once a sign made. 
With the greatest of ease and with no more delay, 
Laksman cut off her ears and her nose; 

Thus he seemed to be sending to Ravan a challenge 
To come out and fight with his foes. 0 

— Pages 865-866. The Ramayana of Tulsidas. Published by Shri 
Krishna Janmasthan Seva-sansthan. Mathura, India. 1987. 

Gaurachandra is Ramachandra 

Adapted from 

Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Bhakti-ratndkara 12.599-624 

A brahmin who was a devotee of Lord Ramachandra 
was present in Jagannath Mishra’s home at the time 
of the birth of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. At the 
auspicious moment of the child’s appearance the 
heavenly deities chanted, u Jaya\ Jayaf This made 
the brahmin very happy as he realized that his 
Lord had revealed himself. He realized that King 
Dasharath had come in the form of Jagannath Mishra 
and Queen Kaushalya as mother Sachi. 

He did not say anything to anyone, but just 
kept looking at the baby Vishwambhar. Then he 
returned to his own house. While meditating on 
durvadala-syama rama — Lord Ramachandra who 
has a greenish complexion the color of durva 
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— he suddenly saw the son of Jagannath Mishra, 
Gaurahari, in place of Ramachandra. He then fell 
asleep and again saw Gaurachandra in front of him, 
with his beautiful golden complexion, moon-like 
face, arms extending to his knees, broad chest, lotus 
eyes, silky curling hair on his head, decorated with a 
flower crown, and a sacred thread hanging around 
his charming neck. Lord Gaurachandra was sitting 
on a jeweled throne in front of which stood Brahma 
and other demigods with folded hands. 

While the brahmin ecstatically gazed at the 
exquisite beauty of Gaurachandra, the Lord 
suddenly changed his form and became durvadala- 
syama rama — Sri Ramachandra, the beloved 
son of Kaushalya — looking very beautiful in his 
opulent royal dress, with his smiling face and a 
bow and arrow in his hands. Sita Devi sat by his 
side and Lakshmana was holding an umbrella over 
the Lord’s head. In front of them with folded hands 
stood sripavana-nandana — Hanuman, the son of 
the wind god. The brahmin at once fell at the feet 
of Ramachandra, who is famous as bhakta-vatsala, 
the lover of his devotees. Lord Ramachandra blessed 
him and then disappeared. The brahmin woke up, 
and, no longer seeing the Lord, he began to cry. 
Lord Gaurachandra again appeared before him and 
forbade him to tell anyone about this dream. 

ethd gauracandra nija-ganera sahite 
prakasaye rama-llla dekhinu saksate 

Thus, in that place, Sri Gaurachandra and his 
associates directly manifested the pastimes of Lord 
Ramachandra for those who could see. (Text 624) © 
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My Dear Friend 

Valmiki Ramayana 
Ayodhya khanda 45 .6 

so ‘ham priya-sakham rdmam saydnam saha sitayd 
raksisyami dhanus-panih sawatha jhatibhih saha 

I am the dear friend of Rama. When he sleeps with 
Sita by his side, I will guard him. I will stand there, 
surrounded by my kinsmen, and a bow in my hand. 
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Advancement is not Dependent 
On External Conditions 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

We should never think of our so-called advancement 
as being conditioned by or dependent upon material 
circumstances such as marriage, vanaprastha , or this or 
that. A mature understanding of Krishna consciousness 
means that whatever condition of life I am in at present, 
that is Krishna’s special mercy upon me, therefore let 
me take advantage in the best way possible to spread 
this Krishna consciousness movement and conduct my 
spiritual master's mission. If I consider my own personal 
progress or happiness or any other personal thing, that 
is a material consideration. 

... One mistake of judgment often made by the 
neophyte devotees is that any time there is some 
disturbance or difficulty they consider that the condi¬ 
tions or the external circumstances under which the 
difficulty took place are the cause of the difficulty 
itself. That is not the fact. In this material world there 
is always some difficulty, no matter in this situation or 
that situation. Therefore simply changing my occupa¬ 
tion or status of life will not help anything. The real 
fact is that if there is any difficulty with others; that is 
due to my lack of Krishna consciousness, not theirs. 
Is this clear? Krishna says that his dearest devotee is 
one who does not put others into difficulty. 



His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
In Bury Place, London 

... Of course, our occupational duty is as preach¬ 
ers of Krishna consciousness. So we must stick to 
that business under all circumstances. That is the 
main thing. Therefore married, unmarried, or di¬ 
vorced — whatever condition of life — my preach¬ 
ing mission does not depend on these things. 0 
— Letter to Madhukara, 4 January 1973. 
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Who are you, Krishna? 
Visnu-Purana, 5-13-1-13 

After the pastime of lifting Govardhan hill, 
Indra worshiped Krishna, whose activities are 
completely effortless, and then departed for 
the heavens. Thereafter, remembering that he 
had lifted the hill, the gopas, cowherd people, 
were completely amazed. They lovingly said 
to Krishna, a O extremely virtuous Krishna! O 
adorable Krishna! By lifting Govardhan hill you 
have protected us along with our cows from a 
great impending danger. 

O dear Krishna! Your sudden exhibition of 
divine prowess amongst your sweet childhood 
pastimes, that too for the sake of protecting us 
low-born cowherd folk, does not make sense. 
Please tell us what is happening! Previously, 
you tamed the deadly serpent Kaliya in the 
waters of the Yamuna, and then you also slew 
great demons like Dhenukasura. Now, you just 
lifted Govardhan for protecting us. All these 
pastimes have completely bewildered us. 

O extremely heroic Krishna! We truly swear by 
the lotus feet of Lord Hari that by seeing these 
exhibitions of great prowess we cannot consider 
you as an ordinary human. O killer of Keshi! All 
of us vrajavasts , including the women and the 
small children, love you as their very own. How¬ 
ever, whatever activities you are performing are 
impossible even for the demigods! 

O Krishna! Your displays of amazing strengths in 
tender childhood, and that too for the sake of the so¬ 
cially detestable gopa caste, puts us in a state of great 
doubt. Therefore, O great one, we are confused. 
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Are you a demigod? Or do you belong to the dynasty 
of great asuras like Bali Maharaja and Prahlad? Are 
you one of the Yakshas, or are you a Gandharva? All 
glories to you! Whoever you may be, for us you are 
still our near and dear Krishna.” 

After the gopas spoke in this way, the most 
intelligent Krishna stood silent for some time. 
Thereafter, out of love for the vrajavasts , he 
spoke with affectionate anger: 

mat-sambandhena bho gopa, yadi lajjd najayate 
slaghyo vaham tatah kirn vo, vicarena prayojanam 

yadi vo’ sti mayipritih, slaghyo’ ham bhavatam yadi 
tad-atma-bandhu-sadrsi, buddhir vah kriyatam mayi 

naham devo na gandhawo, na yakso na ca danavah, 
aham vo bandhavo jato, naitac-cintya mito ’nyatha 

“O gopas\ Do you feel ashamed of being associ¬ 
ated with me? If not, then, considering me as your 
own, please do not glorify me in this way. If you 
really love and admire me, then consider me as 
one of your own. Neither am I a demigod, nor do 
I belong to the dynasty of the powerful asuras. 

I am also not a Gandharva nor a Yaksha. Please 
never consider me as anyone other than your 
intimate village relative.” (Texts 10-12) 

Hearing these statements spoken with affectionate 
anger, the vrajavasts could not say anything and 
they quickly returned to Vrindavana. 0 

— Translated by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from the Gita Press 
edition, published by Motilal Jalan, Gorakhpur. 







Nama-tattva 


Seven and Fourteen Delivered 

Dvaraka-mahatmya 

atitah purusah sapta bhavisyas ca caturdasa 
naras tarayate sarvan kalau krsneti-kirtanat 

[From a conversation between Prahlad and Bali:] 
In Kali-yuga, a person who chants the holy name 
of Krishna delivers seven generations of ancestors 
and fourteen generations of descendants. 0 

—Cited in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.492. Translated by Kusakratha Das. 
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Rules and Devotion 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

In the second verse of his Upadesamrta, Srila Rupa 
Goswami warns about six things that are detrimental 
fobhakti, thefourth of which is c^/feJniyamagraha. De¬ 
pending on how the word is divided, niyamagraha has 
two meanings: niyama-agraha — neglecting the rules 
and regulations of devotional life; or niyama-agraha 
— too much attachment to following the rules and 
regulations. In the follotving discussion, Srila Thakur 
Bhaktivinode is speaking of this second meaning. 

In the process of devotional service, the rules 
prescribed for each level are all subordinate to one 
primary regulation, which is given in the Padma 
Purana as follows: 

smartavyah satatam visnur vismartavyo najatucit 
sarve vidhi-nisedhah syur etayor eva kinkarah 

Remembering Krishna is the eternal duty. All other 
prescriptions mentioned in the sastras have arisen 
from this main prescription. Forgetting Krishna is 
never allowed. All other prohibitions mentioned in 
the sastras have arisen from this main prohibition. 

Keeping this main prescription in mind while 
advancing, the practitioner should give up his 
attachment for the prescriptions of the previous 
level and accept the prescriptions of the next level. 
Otherwise he will be guilty of niyama-agraha and 
be weak in reaching the next level. The practitioner 
of devotional service must always remember this 
point. In the conclusion of Hari-bhakti-vildsa a 
special instruction is given in this regard: 

krtyanyetani tu prayo grhinam dhaninam sat dm 
likhitani na tu tyakta-parigraha mahatmanam 

The activities written here in Hari-bhakti-vildsa are mostly 
meant for householder devotees who possess sufficient 
wealth. There are no rules written for renunciates. 

Although the rules for renunciates are not dealt 
with in this book, renunciates should still follow 
those rules in order to perfect their position. 

The first symptom of one who has attained sraddha, 
faith, is surrender to the feet of Lord Krishna. That 
surrender is of two types—for the householders and 
for the renunciates. Sri Hari-bhakti-vildsa mentions 
only those rules that are meant for householders. 
That is why observances such as Siva-caturdast are 
given therein. The surrendered renunciate should 
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follow whichever observances are appropriate 
for renunciates. 

It is said in the Srimad Bhagavatam (11.18.28), 
the Hari-bhakti-vildsa (20th vilasa ), and the Sri¬ 
mad Bhagavatam (11.20.36): 

jhana-nistho virakto vd mad-bhakto vanapeksakah 
sa-lihgan dsramdms tyaktva cared avidhi-gocarah 

A learned transcendentalist dedicated to the cultivation 
of knowledge and thus detached from external objects, 
or my devotee who is detached even from desire for 
liberation — both neglect those duties based on ex¬ 
ternal rituals or paraphernalia. Thus their conduct is 
beyond the range of mles and regulations. 

ekantitam gatanantu sri-krsna-caranabjayoh 
bhaktih svatah pravarteta tad vighnaih kim vratadibhih 

When one becomes a pure devotee of the Lord, 
devotion is spontaneously established in his heart. 
What then is the need to observe rituals that simply 
obstruct one’s devotional service? 

na mayy ekanta-bhaktanam guna-dosodbhava gunah 
sadhunam sama-cittanam buddheh param upeyusam 

Material piety and sin, which arise from the good and 
evil of this world, cannot exist with my unalloyed 
devotees, who, being free from material hankering, 
maintain steady spiritual consciousness in all circum¬ 
stances. Indeed, such devotees have achieved me, the 
Supreme Lord, who am beyond anything that can be 
conceived by material intelligence. ^ 

—Bhaktivinode Thakur. SriBhaktyabka. Translated by Bhumipati Das. Edit¬ 
ed and Published by Pundarika Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajraj Press. Vrindavan. 1996. 
— Sanatan Goswami. Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Edited by Pumaprajna Das. Published by Ras Biharilal&Sons. 2006. Vrindavan. 
—Sanatan Goswami. Sri Hari-bhakti-vildsa. Sanskrit with Bengali transla¬ 
tion by Kanailal Adhikari. Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math. Mayapur. 2000. 

The Glory of Srila Vrindavan 
Das Thakur’s Writing 

The Poet Uddhava Das 

Uddhava Das is one of the most famous Gaudiya 
poets. He was born in the village ofTenga Vaidyapur 
in the Mursidabad district of West Bengal. His birth 
name was Krishnakanta Majumdar, and he was a 
disciple of Radhamohan Thakur, one of the great- 
grandsons ofSrinivas Acharya. 

In the following song, Uddhava Das glorifies the 
writing of Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur. Although 
there are a few other books that are also sometimes 
ascribed to him, it’s generally considered by scholars 
and devotees that Sri Caitanya-bhagavata was the only 
book written by Vrindavan Das. Still, that single work 
is one of the most greatly revered literatures in Gaudiya 
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Vaisnavism due to its excellence in devotion, writing 
style, and historical accuracy in presenting the life of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. For the vast majority of 
followers of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Sri Caitanya- 
bhagavata is considered second in importance only 
to Srila Krishnadas Kainraj Goswami’s Sri Caitanya- 
caritamrta. In Cc. adi 8.34 , Kaviraj Goswami has 
compared Vrindavan Das to the great sage Vyasadev, 
the compiler of the Vedic literature. 

(Dhanasi-ragaj 

dhanya dhanya vrndavana dasa 
caitanya mahgala yarn kavitva prakasa 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur is the most 
praiseworthy of all glorious persons, his poetic 
ingenuity has manifested Sri Caitanya-mahgala 
[the original name of Caitanya-bhagavata\. 

mahaprabhu lila rasamrta 
yarn gune j agate vidita 

Through this book Mahaprabhu’s nectarean 
pastimes became famous throughout the world. 

bdlya pauganda adi lila 
yd suni daravaye sila 

The adi-lila of the book describes Mahaprabhu’s 
childhood, and youth. Hearing these pastimes 
makes even a stone melt. 

avaisnave vaisnava karaya 
nastika pasandi nahi ray a 
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Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur 

Through this book, Srila Vrindavan Das has 
made non-devotees into devotees. Even the 
atheists and non-believers cannot remain so. 

ki madhura se lila kahini 
mo adhama ki kahitejani 

How beautiful is the description he gives of the 
Lord’s pastimes! How can a fallen wretch like me 
describe what he has written? 

emana madhura itihasa 
ache ara kotha paba parakasa 

Such a sweet history cannot be found anywhere. 

ydra rasamaya padavali 
sunile pasana yaya gali 

The rasa filled songs of Vrindavan Das can 
instantly melt stone-like hearts. 

dayd kara vrndavana dasa 
pura o e uddhavera asa 

Oh Vrindavan Das! Please be kind to this 
Uddhava Das and fulfill his desire. 0 
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A Devotee’s Business 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada 

Your appreciation for the service of your god broth¬ 
ers is very laudable. It is actually a devotee’s business 
to appreciate the value of other devotees. No one 
should criticize others because everyone is engaged 
in the service of the Lord according to one’s capacity. 

next column 


Krishna wants to see how much one is sincere in ren¬ 
dering him service. Materially we may think that one 
devotee’s service is greater than another’s — that is 
our material vision. Actually, on the spiritual platform 
there is no difference between the service rendered by 
a calf to Krishna and the service rendered by Radha- 
rani and her associates to Krishna. Krishna is so kind 
and liberal that he accepts everyone’s service when 
it is sincerely offered to him. This is the statement in 
the Bhagavad-gita. He accepts a little bit of flower, 
fruit, and water offered to him in devotion and love. 
He wants our love and devotion, otherwise he is 
the proprietor of everything. What can we give him? 
This position of our subordination should always be 
maintained and we should always give respect to our 
pure devotees who are engaged in devotional service. 
That will make us able to progressively march in the 
devotional line. 0 

— Letter to Tamala Krsna, 19 August 1968. 

Krishna is an 
Eternal Brahmacari 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

It is said, “Do mathura-vasa , stay in Mathura.” 
Mathura is there and the sadhu gives you the op¬ 
portunity to stay there. But are you really staying in 
Mathura? Kamsa stayed in Mathura. But why didn’t 
he develop krsna-bhaktti 
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In answer we may say, “What was Kamsa thinking 
of?” Kamsa was trying to enjoy Mathura and lord it 
over. He was thinking how to become mathura- 
natha , the lord of Mathura. But mathura-natha is 
Krishna, not Kamsa. Therefore, although he was stay¬ 
ing in Mathura he could not develop krsna-bhakti 

So are you like that, staying in Mathura and trying to 
enjoy like Kamsa? What was the destination of Kamsa? 
What did he get? What is the destination of the demons 
who are killed by Lord Hari? They attain the Brahman 
effulgence — they achieve brahma-sdyujya-mukti. 
But kaivalyarh narakayate — becoming one with the 
Supreme is a hellish situation. Vaisnavas don’t want it. 

Mathura-suddha-sattva-maya —Krishna’s abode 
of Mathura is transcendental, composed of pure good¬ 
ness. Here in the material world there are twenty-five 
tattvas — five karmendriyas , working senses, the 
voice, legs, hands, anus and genitals; five jhanen- 
driyas, knowledge acquiring senses, the eyes, ears, 
tongue, nose and skin; five gross material elements, 
bhumih, apah, analah, vayuh, and kham, earth, 
water, fire, air, and ether; and the five objects of sense 
enjoyment, sabdah, sparsah, rupah, rasah, gandhah, 
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sound, touch, form, taste and smell. Then prakrtih, 
material nature; mahat-tattvah, the unmanifest 
material world; and manah, buddhih, ahahkarah 
— mind, intelligence and false ego. These are the ele¬ 
ments of this material world. Beyond this is Vaikuntha. 
But Mathura is even superior to Vaikuntha. Mathura 
descends here to the material world. In Uttar Pradesh, 
India, you can find the district Mathura. Vrindavan is 
there. When Krishna appeared, the dhama appeared 
with him. It descends but never becomes affected by 
the modes of material nature. 

Although the lotus leaf is in the water, the water 
does not touch it. Similarly, the dhama remains 
unaffected in that way. Mathura is the abode and 
the appearance place of Krishna. As Krishna has his 
supreme independence, similarly, Mathura is also 
supremely independent. As Krishna is merciful, so the 
dhama is also merciful. You must pray for its mercy. 
Do not try to enjoy Mathura. Rather, try to render 
service to Mathura. 

The creepers and everything else are transcendental 
in Vrindavan, Mathura. Everything is transcendental, 
but you should understand it in tattva. It is not enough 
that one thinks, “O yes, this is a creeper in Vrindavan. 
It is transcendental.” One should have the vision to 
see it, to understand it, and to realize it. 



Attaining a Form Like 
Krishna’s 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.493 

krsna-krsneti krsneti svapan jagrad vrajams tatha 
yojalpati kalau nityam krsna-rupt bhaved dhi sah 

While sleeping, waking, walking, or in any 
situation, a person who in Kali-yuga always chants, 
'Krishna! Krishna! Krishna!’ attains a spiritual form 
like Lord Krishna’s. 

— Translated by Kusakratha Das. 
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Vrindavan and Krishna’s pastimes are inconceiv¬ 
able to the material mind. This can be seen in the 
following story from the Gopala-tapani Upanisad-. 

Once the gqDAprayed to Krishna, “O Pranavallabha, O 
dearmost of our hearts, how can we give you pleasure?” 

Krishna replied, “Go to the other side of the Yamuna 
where a great saint lives whose name is Durvasa. Go 
to that saint and serve him. If you get his mercy then 
you will be able to serve me and give me pleasure.” 

The gopis replied, “But the Yamuna River is there. 
There is so much water; high flood is there! How can we 
cross? Can the Yamuna give us way so that we can go?” 

Krishna said, “I will tell you a secret. You should 
utter the mantra, ‘krsna nitya-brahmacari’ — 
Krishna is eternally a brahmacari. If you chant this 
then the Yamuna will give you way.” 

One cannot understand how Krishna is eternally 
a brahmacari. He had more than sixteen thousand 
wives in Dwarka and produced so many sons. He is 
a great grhastha\ How is he a brahmacari ? He dances 
with innumerable gopis in Vrindavan in the dead of 
night. He is a brahmacari? Yet Krishna said, “If you 
utter this mantra, ‘ krsna nitya-brahmacari’, then the 
Yamuna will allow you to cross.” 

So the gopis uttered that mantra, the Yamuna 
parted, and they went to the other side and met the 
great saint Durvasa. They offered their obeisances 
to him and asked, “O great saint, how can we please 
you? Please shower your blessings on us so that we 
will develop krsna-bhakti , give pleasure to Krishna, 
and develop prema-bhakti” 

They had prepared many very palatable varieties 
of food which they offered to that saint. Durvasa ate 
everything, a huge amount, and became very pleased. 

“I am very pleased by your service. I give you my 
blessings that you will develop pure krsna-bhakti and 
give pleasure to Krishna.” 

The gopis then had to return to the other side to 
rejoin Krishna. But still a high flood was there in the 
Yamuna. So the gopis asked Durvasa, “How can we 
cross the river? Please, great saint, tell us how to go 
to the other side. 

Durvasa said, “You should chant this mantra, 

‘ durvasa-nirahari ’—Durvasa does not eat anything. 
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He always remains without food. Then the Yamuna 
will give you passage.” 

Then the gqfe thought, “But he ate such a huge amount 
of food! He is a nirahari? He doesn’t eat anything?” 

“krsna nitya-brahmacari.” “ durvasa-nirahari.” 
How do we understand it? It is not an easy affair. There 
is very deep philosophy to it. This is vaisnava-tattva, 
upanisad-veda-tattva. The vaisnavas consider ev¬ 
erything in Mathura to be transcendental: “The trees, 
creepers, mountains, rivers, fountains — all these 
things in Mathura, even the animals — they are all 
my guru. They are all engaged in the loving service 
of Krishna, and so they are my guru. I am the lowest 
of the low.” 

Tmad api sunicena. This is what Mahaprabhu has 
said, “I am the lowest of the low. They are all supe¬ 
rior to me. All are my guru.” If you can develop this 
mood, this intelligence, then you will be able to have 
residence in the holy dhama. 

Note: The Uttara-tapani section of the Gopala- 
tapam Upanisad concludes the story as follows: After 
Durvasa Muni ate the huge quantities of foodstuffs 
brought by the gopis he instructed them to cross back 
over the Yamuna on the strength of the statement that 
Durvasa doesn’t eat anything. At that time, Radha- 
rani, who is also known as Gandharvika, or the best 
of singers, questioned the sage, Mow is it that Krishna 
is a brahmacari and you are a sage who doesn’t eat 
anything? Krishna has thousands of girlfriends! And 
before our eyes you have just eaten a feast that would 
have satisfied hundreds of men!” 

Durvasa gave a long reply, saying, in essence, “I 
am the spirit soul. Iam not this body. How then can I 
be the enjoyer of matter? Therefore, in truth, Durvasa 
doesn’t eat anything. 

‘Regarding Krishna, Durvasa explained, that he 
who hankers after pleasure is lusty. He who does not 
hanker for pleasures is not lusty. Although Krishna 
is surrounded by millions of beautiful cowherd girls 
of Vraja, his attachment to them is not based on any 
motivation for enjoying sense objects. Krishna’s relation¬ 
ship with them is completely on the spiritual platform. 
Hence he is always a brahmacari, one who is absorbed 
in Brahman, spirit. 0 

From a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhu¬ 
baneswar, 19 June 1993. 
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The Source of all Avataras is 
now the Jewel of the Sannyasis 

Sri Vasudev Ghosh 

Sri Vasudev Ghosh and his two brothers, Sri Mad- 
hava Ghosh and Sri Govinda Ghosh, were expert sing¬ 
ers who used to sing for the pleasure of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu and his associates. They are mentioned 
in Cc. adi 10.115. 

(Baradi-raga) 

virale basiya ekesvare 
hari-nama jape nirantare 
The supreme master of all now stays in a secluded 
place. He chants Krishna’s names without cessation. 

saba avatara-siromani 
akihcana janera cintamani 

He who is the crest jewel of all avataras has now 
become the cintamani jewel of the sannyasis. 

su-gandhi candana makha gaya 
ebe dhuli vinu ana nahi bhaya 
Formerly his body was anointed with fragrant 
sandal paste. Now his body’s only ointment is dust. 

manimaya ratana bhusana 
svapane na kareparasana 
Even in dreams he does not touch jeweled ornaments. 
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chadala lakhimi vilasa 
kiba lagi tara-tale vasa 

He has renounced his pastimes with Goddess 
Lakshmi. Now he lives under a tree. 

chodala mohana kare varhsi 
ebe danda dhariya sannyasi 
He renounced the charming flute he used to hold in 
his hand. Now his hand grasps a sannyasTs danda. 

vibhuti kariya prema-dhana 
sahge la-i saba akihcana 

Now love of Krishna is his only wealth, and he 
lives amongst the renunciates. 

prema-jale kara-i sinana 
kahe basu vidareparana 

Now he is bathed by tears of love for Krishna. As 
he speaks these words, Basu Ghosh feels that his 
life’s breath is breaking into pieces. 0 

Bibliography 

— Kusakratha Das (editor and translator). The Acaryas Songs and 
Poems Glorifying Lord Gauranga and Lord Govinda. Unpublished 
manuscript. 

—Jagadbandhu Bhadra (editor). Gaura-pada-tarahgini. Sri Gau¬ 
ranga Press. Calcutta. 1931. Bengali. 













Sri SKriskutL SKHkamritcL 

2 >inwt 


Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 225. Sn Padmim Ekadasi 25 April 2010 Circulation 2,950 



• Preface to Sri Vedanta-sutra I. 

If) 

Si 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

OJO 

• The Goswami's Prayers for Book Distribution 

2 

Srila Narahari Chakravarti 

OJO 

X 

• Matchless Gauranga 


The Poet Ray Shekhar 



Preface to Sri Vedanta-sutra 
Part i 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

In approximately 1968, while staying in Montreal, 
Srila Prabhupada wrote a preface to a planned com¬ 
mentary on Vedanta-sutra After writing the preface, 
Srila Prabhupada started some other translating work 
and nothing more was done. To our knowledge it has 
never been printed. 

All Glories to Guru and Gauranga! 
om namo bhagavate vasudevaya. 

Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the Su¬ 
preme Personality of Godhead, Vasudev. 

First of all let me offer my respectful obeisances to 
my spiritual master Om Vishnupad Srimad Bhakti- 
siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada, then my 
respectful obeisances to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who is associ¬ 
ated with Sri Adwaita Prabhu, Nityananda Prabhu, Ga- 
dadhar Prabhu, Srivas Prabhu, their eternal assistants 
the Six Goswamis — Srila Rupa Goswami, Sanatan 
Goswami, Raghunath Bhatta Goswami, Gopal Bhatta 
Goswami, Sri Jiva Goswami, and Raghunath Das 
Goswami, as well as his private secretary Sri Svarup 
Damodar Das, and his eternal attendant Govinda. 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Let us talk about the Brahma-sutra or Vedanta- 
sutra. There are many comments on the Vedanta- 
sutra. In India the system is that anyone who is the 
head of a religious institution must be well conversed 
with the Vedanta-sutras , and is expected to write 
comments on the Vedanta-sutra , without which one 
is not accepted as an acarya. Acdrya means one who 
knows the purpose of Vedic knowledge. He person¬ 
ally practices as well as teaches to his disciples the 
system of Vedic knowledge. 

There are many acaryas in the four vaisnava- 
sampradayas: Ramanuja-sampradaya, Madhvacha- 
rya-sampradaya, Vishnuswami-sampradaya, and 
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Nimbarka-sampradaya. Our sampradaya is called the 
Gaudiya-sampradaya, or the vaisnavas who are in the 
disciplic succession of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
The Gaudiya-sampradaya actually belongs to the 
Madhva-sampradaya and the Madhva-sampradaya 
belongs to the Brahma-sampradaya. 

Besides these four vaisnava-acarya-sampradayas , 
there are also non -vaisnava-sampradayas, especially 
the impersonalist school headed by Shankaracharya. 
Shankaracharya has written a commentary on the 
Vedanta-sutras, known as Sanraka-bhasya. Shanka- 
racharya’s Sanraka-bhasya is generally very popular 
with modern Indians who are influenced by material¬ 
istic activities. But there are other, different bhasyas, 
commentaries, made by various vaisnava acaryas, 
as well as those available in the Gaudiya-sampradaya 
headed by Rupa Goswami. 

In the beginning there was no commentary on the 
Vedanta-sutra because, according to Snmad-Bhaga- 
vatam, the real commentary on the Vedanta-sutra is 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam itself, as presented by the author 
himself, Sri Vyasadev. In our English commentary on 
the Srlmad-Bhagavatam, first canto, first chapter, we 
have explained this fact that Snmad-Bhagavatam is 
the natural commentary on Vedanta-sutra. As such, 
the Gaudiya-vaishnava-sampradaya did not feel a 
need to present a commentary on Vedanta-sutra. 

About 200 years ago there was a meeting in the 
Gulta district in Jaipur wherein the followers of 
other sampradayas challenged the Gaudiya-vaish¬ 
nava-sampradaya that it has no commentary on the 
Vedanta-sutra. At that time, Sri Viswanath Chakra- 
varti Thakur was living in Vrindavan, but as he was 
very old, when the Gaudiya Vaishnavas approached 
him to present a commentary on the Vedanta-sutra, 
he asked his disciple Sri Baladev Vidyabhushan to 
write. As vaisnavas are generally very humble and 
meek, Sri Baladev Vidyabhushan thought himself 
unfit to write an authorized commentary on the 
Vedanta-sutra. So he approached Lord Govinda 
in the temple of Jaipur. When he placed himself 
before Lord Govinda to take permission, so that on 
the Lord’s authority he could begin writing such a 
commentary, he was assured by Govinda that he 
could do so. With this inspiration, he wrote the 
Vedanta-sutra commentary known as Govinda- 
bhasya. This Govinda-bhasya is very authorized 
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and accepted by all the vaisnava-sampradayas. 
The present commentary, which may be known as 
Bhaktivedanta-bhasya, follows the footprints of 
Govinda-bhasya. 

The necessity of presenting the Bhaktivedanta- 
bhasya commentary on Vedanta-sutra should 
also be explained herein. My spiritual master, 
Om Vishnupad Paramhamsa Sri Srimad Bhakti- 
siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Maharaja, ordered 
me to present the Gaudiya Vaishnava philosophy 
in English as far as possible, and for this purpose, 
since 1965 I have been in the western countries 
with my three books of the first canto of Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam. Then I presented my commentary 
on the Srimad Bhagavad-glta known as Bhaga- 
vad-glta As It Is, and similarly I have presented 
The Teachings of lord Caitanya. Now, on the 
request of my many Western disciples, especially 
the worthy Sriman Hansadutta Das Adhikari and 



Nama-tattva 


Past, Present and Future 

Laghu-Bhagavata, as quoted in 
Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.339-340 


vartamanam tu yat papam yad bhutamyad bhavisyati 
tat saw am nirdahaty asu govinda-nama-klrtanat 

Chanting the holy name of Lord Govinda at 
once burns to ashes all sins in the past, pres¬ 
ent, and future. 


sada droha-paro yas tu saj-jananam mahi-tale 
jay ate pavano dhanyo harer namanukirtanat 

Even a person who habitually disturbs the saintly 
devotees in this world becomes purified and glori¬ 
ous by chanting the holy name of Lord Hari. 0 
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Janardana Das Adhikari who are in charge of the 
Montreal center, I am trying to present an English 
commentary on the Vedanta-sutra. 

At the present moment all over the world there are 
mostly godless persons. In general, people are very 
attached to the void philosophy presented by Lord 
Buddha or the impersonal philosophy presented by 
Shankaracharya. In other words, people are becom¬ 
ing very atheistic. To say that there is no God, as the 
atheists declare, is rather bold. But to say that there 
is a supreme cause that is void, or there is God but 
he has no form, is more dangerous than the simple 
declaration that there is no God. 

Our society, known as the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness, has now started the 
movement for Krishna Consciousness, and it is very 
gratifying that the younger generation of the Western 
part of the world, in America, Canada, and Europe, 
are taking interest in this great movement. We already 
have branches in almost every important city of the 
United States and Canada, and have also started 
centers in London and Hamburg. We hope that our 
Krishna Consciousness movement will gradually in¬ 
crease, as predicted by Lord Chaitanya, who said that 
his missionary activities—the Krishna Consciousness 
movement — will be preached all over the world, in 
every village in every country. Taking into consid¬ 
eration the present activities of this movement, it is 
hoped that the prediction of Lord Chaitanya will soon 
be fulfilled and the people of the world will be very 
happy, having Krishna Consciousness. 

As referred to above, generally the commentary 
known as Sariraka-bhasya is taken as the ultimate 
purport of Vedanta. One of the prominent followers 
of Shankaracharya, Sadananda Yogindra, has com¬ 
piled a book named Vedanta-sara, in which he tries 
to prove that Shankaracharya’s Sariraka-bhasya is the 
only way to understand the Upanishads and Vedanta- 
sutra. In this way the mayavada school tries to claim 
monopoly over the Vedanta-sutra. And besides the 
Sariraka-bhasya of Shankaracharya there are many 
other atheistic schools preaching Vedanta on the basis 
of godlessness. Actually, however, Vedanta-sutra has 
many commentaries that are not based on the princi¬ 
pal of monism or impersonalism. 0 

To be continued in the next issue. 
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The Goswami’s Prayers 
For Book Distribution 

Adaptedfrom Srila Narahari Chakravarti’s 
Sri Bhakti-ratndkara 6.215-231 

Gathering together, all the gosvamts of Vrinda- 
van decided in their hearts that Srinivas should at 
once be sent to Gaudadesh. Everywhere in Vraja 
the news spread, “Srinivas will carry the books to 
Gaudadesh.He will distribute the jewel-like books 
in place after place.” 

As Srinivas prepared for the journey, tears flowed 
from their eyes and everyone said, “How will we re¬ 
main peaceful at heart?” The wise vrajavdsis could not 
remain peaceful. Srinivas Acharya was everyone’s very 
life. Who was not delighted by Srinivas’s activities? Even 
wretched and fallen people honored him. 

Seeing how Srinivas walked on the path of devo¬ 
tional service, Srila Jiva Goswami always felt limitless 
joy in his heart. One day, with joyful hearts, Srila Jiva 
Goswami and the other devotees assembled at Sri 
Govinda’s temple. 

sri govinda-deve kahe sumadhura bhase 
grantha-vitarana-sakti deha srinivase 

With sweet words they prayed to Sri Govindadev, 

“Please give Srinivas the power to distribute the holy 

books.” (text 224) 

As the devotees spoke this prayer, the garland 
around Sri Govinda’s neck broke and fell to the ground. 



Srinivas Acharya 
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The Lord wished to give that garland to Srinivas. 
Quickly, carefully, and with tears of divine love, the 
pujarig ave the garland to Srinivas. Srinivas respectfully 
accepted the garland. Gazing at Govinda’s face, Srini¬ 
vas became wild with ecstatic love. Again and again 
he fell to the ground to offer his respects. He could 
not check the river of tears that flowed from his eyes. 

Seeing how Lord Govinda bestowed his mercy, 
with very joyful hearts everyone praised Srinivas. 
At that time Srila Jiva Goswami and the others de¬ 
cided on the day when Srinivas would depart for 
Gaudadesh. Everyone agreed that in the month 
of Agrahayana , on the fifth day of the bright fort¬ 
night, Srinivas would begin his journey. 0 
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Matchless Gauranga 

The Poet Ray Shekhar 

Forinformation about Ray Shekhar, seeBindu issue 66. 
(Kamoda-raga) 

atula atula gaurangera rupa, atula tahara abha 
atula atula sasanka-vayane, atula hasira sobha 
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Mahaprabhu, Nityananda and Adwaita Acharya 


Matchless, matchless is Gauranga’s beauty 
Matchless is his effulgence 
Matchless, matchless is his moon-like face 
Matchless is the splendor of his smile. 

atula yajha-sutrer gochati, atula gimete dole 
atula rajata-sarit janu, atula himadri-kole 

Matchless, matchless is the cluster of his brahmana 
threads 

Matchless as they sway from the curve of his neck 
Matchless, they appear as a silver stream falling 
From the matchless Himalayas of his bosom 

atula atula suka-chahchu-tula, atula nasika sohe 
atula atula saphari-nayane, atula chatula chahe 

Matchless, matchless like the beak of a parrot, 
Matchless his nose shines 
Matchless, matchless are his fish-like eyes 
Matchless they glance restlessly 

atula atula pakka bimba-phala, jini ostha duti tarn 
atula atula darsanera ruci, janu mukutara hara 

Matchless, matchless like ripe bimba berries, 

His two lips put them all to shame 
Matchless, matchless is the luster of his teeth 
Appearing like strands of glowing pearls 

atula helana atula dolana, atula calana taya 
atula rupete batula sabahuh, vahcita sekhara raya 

Matchless is his swaying, matchless are his swing¬ 
ing arms, 

Matchless is his mode of walking 

Matchless is his beauty making everyone go mad, 

But Shekhar Ray is deprived of all this.0 

— Translated by Sri Dasarath Suta Prabhu. From Radha-Krishna 
Nectar. Nectar Books. Union City, Georgia, USA. 1992. Page 191- 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Preface to Sri Vedanta-sutra 
Part ii 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In approximately 1968, while staying in Montreal, 
Srila Prabhupada wrote a preface to a planned com¬ 
mentary on Vedanta-sutra After writing the preface, 
Srila Prabhupada started some other translating work 
and nothing more was done. To our knowledge it has 
never been printed. For Part I, see Bindu issue 225. 

next column 


All the prominent deary as oi the different vaisnava- 
sampradayas have compiled commentaries on 
Vedanta-sutra , but they do not follow the prin¬ 
ciples of the sahkarite school. The impersonalist 
monists stress more on non-duality declaring 
themselves God and saying that there is no sepa¬ 
rate existence of God. 

The monistic school does not recognize the Ve¬ 
danta commentaries presented by the vaisnava 
acaryas, known as the suddhadvaita, visistadvaita 
and dvaitadvaita commentaries, as well as the 
inconceivably-one-and-different philosophy of 
Lord Chaitanya known as the acintya-bhedabheda 
commentary. According to them, the monistic 
commentary on Vedanta-sutra is the final word, 
Lord Krishna has a material body, and the follow¬ 
ers of the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness 
are not transcendentalists. 

Everyone is pursuing some sort of knowledge. 
There are universities, institutions, and many 
educational establishments pursuing knowledge. 
But Vedanta means the last word in the pursuit 
of knowledge. This last word in the pursuit of 
knowledge is explained in the Bhagavad-gita by 
Lord Krishna. The purpose of Vedic knowledge 
is to understand Krishna. The exact words in the 
Bhagavad-gita (15.15) are: 

sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto 
mattah smrtir jhanam apohanarh ca 
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo 
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham 
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The Lord is situated in everyone’s heart. He gives 
intelligence and delusion. He is the original source 
of knowledge. He is the goal of knowledge. He 
is the compiler of Vedanta-sutra , and he knows 
what is Vedanta. 

These words are a very significant explanation 
of Vedanta-sutra by Krishna himself. In another 
place he has also referred to the Vedanta-sutra 
by saying, “By the course of Brahma-sutra 
one can actually understand the philosophy of 
Bhagavad-glta.” [5^. 13-5] Bhagavad-glta and 
Vedanta-sutra are very intimately interrelated. To 
understand Vedanta-sutra rightly is to understand 
Bhagavad-glta rightly. 

The word “ sutra ” means “summarized code”. In 
the Skanda And Vayu Puranas, “ sutra!' is explained 
as “the presentation of a thesis in few words, but 
with great volumes of meaning, and which, when 
understood, is very beautiful”. 

The Sarlraka-bhasya of Shankaracharya is also 
known as Vedanta-siddhanta. The non-dualism 
philosophy expounded by Shankaracharya can be 
summarized as follows: 

There is only the Absolute Truth, the living en¬ 
tity is Brahman, and the cosmic manifestation is 
false. The example of reality and falsity is given 
by them in the comparison of mistaking a rope 
for a serpent. In the darkness, in illusion, a rope 
may be accepted as a serpent. When one comes 
to his senses he understands that the rope is not 
a serpent. Then the “serpent” is understood as 
false. Similarly, according to Shankar’s philoso¬ 
phy, this cosmic manifestation is actually false. 
Maya means “what is not.” Ma means “not” and 
yd means “this”. In other words, the phenomenal 
representation of the material world has no re¬ 
ality. Behind these phenomena, the noumenon 
is reality. 

According to Shankar’s philosophy, the Ab¬ 
solute Truth is impersonal. As such, it has no 
diversity. In the material world there are differ¬ 
ent kinds of diversity. The dog species is not 
like the human being species. This distinction, 
dog species or human species, is present in the 
material world. But spiritually there is no such 
differentiation. Even in personal considerations 
there are diversities. In a personal form, one has 
legs, hands and a head. But this differentiation, 
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according to the mayavada philosophy of 
Shankaracharya, is also false. Shankaracharya 
does not recognize that Brahman can be qualified. 
Take, for example, the premise: “God is merci¬ 
ful.” This is a qualification of God, the Absolute 
Truth. But Shankar’s impersonal philosophy 
does not accept that qualities such as merciful¬ 
ness, beauty, or opulence exist in the Absolute 
Truth. According to Shankar and his followers, if 
the Absolute Truth is qualified then it becomes 
limited by that qualification. Their conclusion 
is that since Brahman, the Absolute Truth, is 
unlimited, there cannot be any limitation by 
qualification. 

The incarnation of the Absolute Truth, God¬ 
head, is accepted by them as a manifestation of 
material designation. In other words, according 
to Shankar’s philosophy, when God, the Absolute 
Truth, incarnates, he assumes a material body. 
Only in that designated form does the Absolute 
Truth become the creator, sustainer, and anni- 
hilator of the cosmic manifestation. In his com¬ 
mentary on Bhagavad-glta, Shankaracharya has 




Nama-tattva 


Every Moment 

Kdtydyana Samhitd 

nama-sanklrtanaj jatam punyarh nopacayanti ye 
nana-vyadhi-samayuktah sata-janmasu te narah 

sa hdnis tan mahac chidram sa mohah sa ca vibhramah 
yan-muhurtam ksanam vapi vasudevam na Mrtayet 


Those who do not take advantage of the con¬ 
gregational chanting of the Lord’s holy names will 
suffer from various diseases in hundreds of births. 
Any time that is not spent chanting the holy names 
of the Lord is a waste, harmful, and causes illu¬ 
sion. In other words, if one does not utilize every 
moment chanting the holy names of the Lord, his 
life is spent in vain. 0 

— Quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa , 11.507-8. Translated by 
Bhumipati Das. Ras Biharilal & Sons. Vrindavan. 2006 
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accepted that Narayan is beyond this cosmic 
manifestation. Shankar has described that every¬ 
thing that is manifested in the material world is 
produced from the unmanifested mahat-tattva , 
but Narayan is transcendental to the mahat- 
tattva. In other words, he has accepted that the 
mahat-tattva is also created by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Narayan. There are so 
many contradictions in his philosophy. That is a 
different subject matter. We do not wish to enter 
into the contradictions of his philosophy, but as 
far as possible we are presenting the summary of 
mayavada philosophy, non-dualism. 

According to Shankaracharya, the highest spiri¬ 
tual conception, the absolute truth, is without 
any contamination of material existence and 
therefore he has no connection with the creation, 
sustenance, or annihilation of the material world. 
He is always devoid of all qualities, without any 
diversity, without any material condition, and 
without any material reaction for his activities. 
As such, the cosmic manifestation is also false. 
Shankar says that, similarly, the conception of 
the Personality of Godhead, who accepts his 
designation from this false material manifesta¬ 
tion, is also false. The Absolute Truth is only 
conceived as eternal, full of knowledge and 
full of bliss. The appearance as Narayan, or as 
an incarnation, is only temporary, not eternal. 
For some purpose he appears like that, but the 
ultimate end is impersonal. 

According to Shankar’s philosophy, the differ¬ 
entiation between God and the living entities is 
an illusion. The living entities are not the subordi¬ 
nate energy of the Supreme. Being covered by the 
conception of maya , the living entities only ap¬ 
pear to be different from the Absolute Truth. This 
differentiation between the living entities and 
the Supreme is manifested in the material world 
in ordinary dealings. Spiritually there is no such 
difference. The activities of the living entities 
in the spirit of enjoyment in the material world, 
such as their qualities of being infinitesimal and 
innumerable, are only designations of the false 
maya. An example in this connection given by 
the mayavadt philosophers is that when reflect¬ 
ing light from a red flower, crystal glass appears 
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to be red, although the glass itself has nothing 
to do with the redness. It is completely different 
from the color. Similarly, when contaminated 
by maya, the living entity acts as an enjoyer, 
and becomes infinitesimal and individual. But 
this is simply like an artificial color reflection. In 
actuality the living entity is pure Brahman. This 
theory of reflection is called pratibimba-vada. 
According to this philosophy, ultimately there is 
no difference between the Absolute Truth, the 
living entities, and material nature. 

This non-differentiation between the Absolute 
Truth, the living entities, and the cosmic manifes¬ 
tation is illustrated by the mayavadt philosopher 
through the example of the sky and the pot. The 
sky in the pot and the entire sky are the same. 
But the sky within the pot appears to be limited 
on account of being designated by the pot cover. 
When the pot is broken, or the illusion of maya 
is dissipated, then there is no distinction that this 
pot is different from that pot, or this sky is differ¬ 
ent from that sky. According to Shankaracharya, 
this cosmic manifestation is also maya. When 
these material elements disappear, then only exis¬ 
tential Brahman will remain. Therefore, Brahman 
is truth and this cosmic manifestation is false. 

Shankaracharya does not accept the theory of 
transformation, as the vaisnava acaryas do. The 
theory of transformation is explained in this way. 
Milk can be transformed into yogurt under certain 
conditions, but yogurt cannot be transformed 
back into milk, nor can it be used as milk, in the 
same way, the living entities cannot become the 
Supreme Absolute Truth. 

Actually, this kind of propaganda by Shan¬ 
karacharya was done under supreme order to 
dissipate the dark Buddhist philosophy and to 
establish the Vedic philosophy, the absolute 
truth. According to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
Shankar’s mayavada philosophy is another 
edition of Buddha’s philosophy. Buddha’s 
philosophy of voidness is almost equal to the 
impersonal philosophy of Shankar. Therefore, 
according to Shankar’s philosophy, impersonal 
non-variegatedness is the ultimate stage of per¬ 
fect knowledge. 0 

To be continued in the next issue. 
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Krishna Lila is Gaura Lila 
is Krishna Lila 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

[Before Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu revealed himself 
in this world:] Sri Adwaita Prabhu said, “O devotees, 
please wait for some days. You will soon realize 
Krishna, within and without. By the strength of your 
devotional service, Sri Krishna, who enjoys with 
the gopts , will manifest his form as Sri Gaurasundar 
among you. By serving him, you will achieve the 
perfection of serving Krishna.” This does not mean 
that Sri Adwaita Prabhu preached the philosophy of 
gopt-chadigauranga-nagari —becoming a lover of 
Gauranga who has left the gopts. In the performance 
of kirtana , which is the service of Sri Gaurasundar, 
the worship of Gaura is the worship of Krishna and 
the worship of Krishna is the worship of Gaura. Not 
understanding Sri Gaurasundar as Krishna and con¬ 
sidering Sri Nityananda Svarup as merely a spiritual 
master, foolish ignorant people fall from the devo¬ 
tional service of the Lord. Moreover, if they consider 
that the pastimes of Gaura are not those of Krishna 
but only the pastimes of a devotee, then they meet 
a similar fate. The pastimes of Sri Krishna are Sri 
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Gaurasundar’s pastimes of giving conjugal enjoy¬ 
ment. They are not contaminated with the philosophy 
of the prakrta-sahajiyas (mundane devotees). If a 
sadhaka considers that the pastimes of Sri Gaura are 
not those of Sri Krishna but are separate manifesta¬ 
tions of variegated material enjoyment, he falls from 
his position and becomes a conditioned soul. Then, 
leaving the service of Lord Krishna, the illusory en¬ 
ergy supplies him the evil propensity of imagining 
to enjoy Gaura. The pure devotees of Gaura do not 
associate with such so-called gaura-bhaktas , who are 
actually servants of mdyd and followers of the sdkta 
philosophy. In the consideration of pure devotees, 
mixed devotional service is prominently found in 
the thirteen pseudo -Vaisnava apa-sampradayas 
like baula, sahajiya , and gaura-nagari. Giving 
up such unwanted association is an exhibition of 
nonduplicitous devotion to Sri Gaurasundar. Until 
the propensity for serving Krishna is awakened in 
the heart of a living entity, his clear perception of Sri 
Gaurasundar remains covered by the spirit of mate¬ 
rial enjoyment. When this covering is removed, then, 
under the guidance of Sri Adwaita Prabhu, one soon 
attains the fortune of seeing Sri Gaurasundar. 0 
— Purport to Caitanya-bhagavata, adi 11.65 
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Preface to Sri Vedanta-sutra 
Part m 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

In approximately 1968, while staying in Montre¬ 
al, Srila Prabhupada wrote a preface to a planned 
commentary on Vedanta-sutra After writing the 
preface, Srila Prabhupada started some other 
translating work and nothing more was done. To 
our knowledge it has never been printed. 

The greatest opposition to the Shankar philosophy 
was offered by Sri Ramanujacharya. Ramanuja’s phi¬ 
losophy is known as visistadvaitavada. This doctrine 
of visistadvaitavada was not newly presented by 
Sri Ramanujacharya, as before him Nathamuni and 
Yamunacharya also expounded this philosophy. 

The basic principle of the visistadvaitavada doctrine 
is that in God’s creation there is the division of sentient 
and non-sentient, just as in studying our own self we 
find that our body is material, or non-sentient, and our 
mind, intelligence and false ego are the path between 
my self and my body. My self is sentient. Similarly, the 
Supreme Lord is sentient, and this material cosmic 
manifestation is his body. Combined together, the 
Absolute Truth forms a combination of sentient and 
non-sentient features. This is called visistadvaitavada. 

According to Sri Ramanujacharya, there are three 
tmths: the sentient, the non-sentient, and the Supreme 
Lord. They are generally called tattva-traya. The innu¬ 
merable living entities as a group are called the sentient 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

energy of the Supreme Lord, whereas the cosmic mani¬ 
festation is called the material energy of the Lord. The 
Lord himself is above both of them. He has all-auspicious 
transcendental qualities. He is omniscient and omnipo¬ 
tent. He is self-effulgent. He is the Lord of the creation. 
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He is known as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Vasudev. The material world and the living entities are 
the sentient and insentient bodily parts of the Lord. 

Sri Ramanujacharya has elaborately delineated his 
philosophy in twelve divisions as follows: 

1. The Supreme Absolute Tmth is one, in the combi¬ 
nation of gross, subtle, sentient, and insentient groups. 

2. He has protested against the doctrine of dual¬ 
ism as well as the doctrine of monism. 

3. He has accepted that the Absolute Truth, Brah¬ 
man, has transcendental qualities and transcenden¬ 
tal potencies, and therefore he is not impersonal. 

4. He has vehemently protested the doctrine of an 
impersonal, non-qualitative Absolute Truth. 

5. He has deliberately established the doctrine 
of the living entities being infinitesimal and the Su¬ 
preme Lord being infinite. Therefore the infinitesimal 
living entities are constitutionally meant for serving 
the infinite Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

6. He has established that the living entities, 
who are infinitesimal, are subject to fall victim to 
ignorance, but when they are out of that position 
of ignorance they again become liberated. 

7. He has proved that only transcendental loving 
service to the Supreme Lord is the means of libera¬ 
tion from material entanglement. 

8. According to his opinion, devotional service is 
the super-most process for self-realization. 

9. He has stated strongly that even in the state of lib¬ 
eration one cannot be equal with the Supreme Lord. 

10. He has put strong arguments against the im¬ 
personal doctrine of monism. 

11. He has proved that this material world is 
abominable, and the spiritual world is the place of 
real life for eternal bliss. 

12. He has established that the living entities and 
the cosmic manifestation are different bodily parts 
of the Supreme Lord. 

Also, Ramanujacharya has explained that the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead descends in five 
different features, namely area, the deity in the 
temple; the incarnations, such as the fish-incarna¬ 
tion, tortoise-incarnation, boar-incarnation, and 
Nrsimha-incarnation, which are called vaibhava ; 
then he has expansions called vyuha , such as the 
expansions of Vasudev, Sankarshan, Pradyumna, 
and Aniruddha; his impersonal expansion is the 
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effulgence of his body; he is also present in every¬ 
one’s heart as antaryami , the Supersoul. All these 
different plenary portions of the Supreme Lord 
are beyond material contamination, are eternal, 
are without any lamentation, are always superior 
to the living entities, and are full of six opulences. 

According to Ramanujacharya, there are five aspects 
of worship described in the pahearatrika literatures, 
which are called abhigamana, upadana, ijya, svad- 
hyaya, and yoga. When devotees go to the temple, 
clean the temple or the path to the temple, and 
decorate the temple in various ways, such activities 
are called abhigamana. The collection of ingredients 
such as flowers and other paraphernalia for worship 
is called upadana. Worship of the Lord in the temple 
is called ijya. Chanting different mantras and offering 
different kinds of prayers is called svadhyaya. Medita¬ 
tion, or remembering the activities of the Lord in full 
absorption, is called yoga. By practicing all these dif¬ 
ferent kinds of worship one can attain the planets in 
the spiritual world known as Vaikunthaloka. Accord¬ 
ing to Sri Ramanujacharya, attainment of Vaikuntha 
is the highest perfectional stage. 

The greatness of Ramanujacharya is that he 
himself, and later on his disciplic succession, 
ever-increasingly protested the impersonalism of 
Shankaracharya. To this day in southern India, 
these two parties come in conflict, and gener¬ 
ally the party belonging to the ramanujdeary a- 
sampradaya is victorious. 

Pahcaratra regulative principals were current 
before the advent of Shankaracharya, but on ac¬ 
count of the influence of Buddha’s philosophy, such 
pahcaratra regulative principals were stopped. 
Shankaracharya, instead of directly re-establishing 
the pahcaratra method, took shelter of mayavada 
philosophy to defeat Buddha’s philosophy. Sri Ra¬ 
manujacharya re-established the system of paheara- 
tra worship. 0 To be concluded in the next issue. 

Advertising the 
Faults of Vaishnavas 

Prapannamrta 65-50 

Prapannamrta is a Sri Vaisnava book describing 
the teachings of Ramanujacharya. This verse was 
quoted by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
in 'The Life and Teachings of the Four Acaryas”, 
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a series of articles that appeared in the “Gaudiya 
Magazine” from 1927 to 1938. 

vaisnavanahca janmani nidralasyani yani ca 
drstva tany aprakasyani janebhyo na vadet kvacit 

Taking birth in a low family, oversleeping, lazi¬ 
ness, and other faults, if present in a vaisnava , 
should never be advertised. One should never 
disclose such things publicly. 

— Re-done translation by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from The Life 
and Teachings of the Four Acaryas by Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur. Jai Nitai Press. 2007. 

The Glories of Srila 
Ray Ramananda, Part I 

Traditionally, Gaudiya poets often weave their name 
into the last verse of their compositions as a kind of 
signature. However, it is also not uncommon for 
Gaudiya poets to write anonymously, signing off their 
songs with a general appellation such as krsna-dasa, 
“servant of Krishna The author of this song identifies 
himself as dlna-dvija, meaning “fallen brahminBut 
we don ’tfind any historical mention of a poet named 
Dina Dwija. So the authorship of this song is uncertain. 
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jaya-re jay a-re jay a pinti ratanalara 

rama ray a rasera sagara 

apani caitanya yahe mano sadhe ava gahe 
rasonmadi nagari nagara 

All glories! All glories! All glories to Sri Rama Ray, 
the ocean of transcendental mellows and the abode 
of rasa. By his own will, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
mad for rasa , happily took bath in that ocean. 

gaura prema rasa ghana bhavananda mandana 
jaya jay a ramananda raya 

alala-natha sannidhane venkatapura nama grame 

krpa kari ha-ila udaya 

All glories! All glories to Ramananda Ray. He is the 
condensed form of gaura-prema-rasa and the son of 
Bhavananda Ray. Out of his mercy he appeared in the 
village of Venkatapur (Bentapur), near to Alarnath. 

sri krsna caitanya nama sri radha-ramana rama 
tahare ananda vitarite 

sri visakha sundari ramananda nama dhari 

udaya ha-ila avanite 

He whose name is Sri Krishna Chaitanya is none 
other than Sri Radha-ramana. To bring pleasure to 
him, the beautiful Vishakha appeared in this world 
as Ramananda Ray. 



Ramananda Ray speaks to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
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saisabe sahgi sane radha krsna guna gane 

du nayane premadhara vaya 
radha krsna prema Ilia bime anya nahi khela 

nlti nava nikuhja racaya 

In his childhood, Ramananada Ray would con¬ 
stantly shed tears from his eyes while singing Radha 
and Krishna’s glories. He would do nothing but act 
out the loving affairs of the divine couple, regularly 
making new groves for their pastimes. 

kaisorete alpa-dine sarva sastra adhyayame 

su pandita pradhana ha-ila 
bhakati siddhanta khani rasika mukuta mani 
nija gune jagat jinila 

During his teenage years, in just a few days he 
studied all the scriptures and became the chief 
of great scholars. He was the reservoir of bhakti- 
siddhanta , the conclusive truth of devotion. The 
crown jewel of the rasikas, he won over the uni¬ 
verse with his wonderful qualities. 

pratapa rudra maharaja janilena jagamajha 
ramananda apurva ratana 
karibare raja kaja yogya nahi sabha majha 

rajya bhara karila arpana 

Recognizing Ramananda as an invaluable asset, Ma¬ 
haraja Pratapamdra gave him the charge of a kingdom. 
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eka-dina subha-ksane godavari nadl snane 
ailena dolara chadiya 

sahgepatra mitragana cale vandl vadaka-gana 

pathaka purohita agre la-iya 

One day at an auspicious moment, riding on a palan¬ 
quin and surrounded by ministers, musicians and priests, 
Ramananda Ray came to the Godavari river to take bath. 

kari nitya krtya snana ahkhi mudi kare dhyana 
nija ista syama nava ghana 
syama-rupa heri bare yateka yatana kare 
tata here gaura varana 

After taking his bath and performing his daily 
activities, with closed eyes Ramananda was medi¬ 
tating on his worshipable deity, nava ghana syama 

— beautiful blackish Krishna. But every time he 
tried to think of Shyama, Krishna, instead he saw 
someone with a beautiful golden form. 

ajanu lambita bhuja eka nava nyasl-raja 
rasa-bhupa manasa mohana 
gaura rupe alo kari hrdi simhasano pari 

vasi kare sarvasva harana 

That person who kept coming to his mind looked 
like a youthful king of sannyasis. He had long arms, 
he was full of rasa, and his beauty enchanted the 
mind. Sitting in Ray’s heart, that sannyasi was steal¬ 
ing everything and spreading a golden effulgence. 

vyakula ha-iya raya nayana meliya caya 

dekhe ghata chadi kata dure 
basijala sannidhane kare nama sahkirtane 

cita cord sei nyasi vare 

Ramananda became agitated and opened his 
eyes. He then saw before him, sitting on the bank 
of the river, a sannyasiwho was chanting Krishna’s 
names and stealing everyone’s hearts. 

surya-sata samajyoti ujjvala kanaka kanti 

paridhane aruna vasana 
subalita dirgha kaya pulaka kadamba taya 

talatala kamala nayana 

His body was as effulgent as hundreds of suns, 
and his complexion was the color of molten gold. 
Dressed in saffron cloth, with soft lotus like eyes, 
and kadamba flower-like eruptions of ecstasy on 
his body, his blissful form was all attractive. 0 

— Translated by Mani Gopal Das from Sri Gaurahga Parsada 
Vargera Sucaka Kirtana. Compiled by Kishori Das Babaji. Pub¬ 
lished by the Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar. West Bengal. 
2005. Bengali. 
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Preface to Sri Vedanta-sutra 
Part IV — Conclusion 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In approximately 1968, while staying in Montreal, 
Srila Prabhupada wrote a preface to a planned com¬ 
mentary on Vedanta-sutra After writing the preface, 
Srila Prabhupada started some other translating work 
and nothing more was done. To our knowledge it has 
never been printed. 

After Sri Ramanujacharya is the appearance of Mad¬ 
hvacharya, whose doctrine is suddha-dvaitavada. On 
the evidence of Vedanta-sutra , as well as Bhagavad- 
gita, the puranas , and the Narada-pahcaratra, he 
very strongly established the doctrine of duality—that 
God (the Absolute Truth) and the living entities are 
completely different. 

He proved that the Supreme Lord and the living entity 
are two different entities in every stage. Similarly, he 
proved that the cosmic manifestation and the Supreme 
Lord are also two different entities. One living entity 
is different from another living entity. Each and every 
living entity is individual. There is a difference between 
sentient and non-sentient entities, and there is also 
a difference between one kind of insentient matter 
and another kind of insentient matter. Madhvacharya 
established that two is not one, but two. 

One truth is completely independent and the other truth 
is dependent. Lord Vishnu is the supreme independent 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
Personality of Godhead, qualified with transcen¬ 
dental qualities without any material contamination. 
Therefore he is fully independent. Everything other 
than Lord Vishnu, including the cosmic manifesta¬ 
tion and the living entities, are not independent, but 
are all dependent on the Supreme Lord. 

The living entities are qualitative representations of the 
Supreme Lord. The doctrine that man is made after God 
is accepted by Madhvacharya. The features of man are 
an exact reflection of the features of the Supreme Lord. 
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He also accepts that the Supreme Lord expands in 
multi-plenary portions as well as separated portions 
called jiva-tattva. All xhejiva-tattvas , the living entities, 
are eternally associates of the Supreme Lord meant to 
render transcendental loving service to him. The living 
entities’ knowledge is always inferior or incomplete. 

The Supreme Lord and the living entities are always 
in the position of supreme and subordinate. The living 
entities are always subordinate. They have no inde¬ 
pendent power. As is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita , 
5th chapter, 15th Verse, the Lord says that knowledge 
and remembrance are always given by the Supreme 
Lord, as antaryami ' Supersoul, to the living entities. 
Otherwise the living entities have no independent 
power to think or act. 

In contrast to the living entity, the Supreme Person¬ 
ality of Godhead, Vishnu, is complete in knowledge 
and complete in bliss. He is always worshipable 
by the living entities and he is the original supreme 
dominator, whereas the living entities are the original 
predominated. He is the original creator of the cosmic 
manifestation, which is also eternal, although temporar¬ 
ily manifested. Therefore, both the living entities and 
the cosmic manifestation are under the subordination 
of the Supreme Lord. 

The Supreme Lord is always differently situated—as 
is also confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita where it is said 
that everything is resting on the Supreme Lord — but 
still he is always different from everything. According 
to Madhvacharya, even at the time of cosmic dissolu¬ 
tion the living entities and the material energy remain 
separate from the Supreme Lord. They are never mixed 
up as is advocated by the impersonalists. 

Madhvacharya raised great opposition to the doctrine 
of Shankaracharya. Practically the madhvacarya- 
sampradaya followers are simply fighting against the 
doctrine of mayavada philosophy propounded by 
Shankaracharya. He defeated the doctrine of Shanka¬ 
racharya and established the doctrine of duality. 

Apart from the above-mentioned two doctrines 
of visistadvaitavada and suddha-dvaitavada , there 
are other doctrines advocated by the visnusvami- 
sampradaya and nimbarka-sampradaya. The 
visnusvami-sampradaya later on developed into 
the baladeva-sampradaya. Their doctrine is called 
suddhadvaitavada , and the doctrine of nimbarka- 
sampradaya is called dvaitadvaita-vada. 


An adjustment of all four doctrines: visistadvaitava- 
da, suddha-dvaitavada, suddhadvaitavada , and 
dvaitadvaitavada was made by Lord Chaitanya Ma- 
haprabhu in his doctrine acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. 
In this doctrine, Lord Chaitanya has discussed very 
elaborately all kinds of old and new doctrines in the 
matter of understanding transcendental subject matter, 
and in order to reconcile the different views of different 
philosophers, he has added a very nice conception, 
represented by the term “ acintya ” inconceivable. 

The word acintya is very applicable to the philo¬ 
sophical doctrines of the conditioned soul. A condi¬ 
tioned soul cannot ascertain the nature of the Absolute 
Tmth simply by speculation. He can only understand 
through the authority of Vedic knowledge. The word 
acintya applies in all the doctrines. 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was not very concerned 
about these doctrines to understand the Absolute Tmth. 
His main business was to distribute to the general mass 
of people the principles of SnmadBhagavatam , which 
is the natural commentary on Vedanta-sutra. 

According to SnmadBhagavatam, , all philosophical 
speculation and religious principles culminate in the 
understanding of love of Godhead. Man cannot be sat¬ 
isfied simply by religious sentiments or philosophical 
speculation. But, according to Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
when one is elevated to the platform of rendering 
loving service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead 






Nama-tattva 


Best of Names 

Prabhasa Purana 


namnam mukhyataram nama krsnakhyam meparantapa 
prayascittam asesanam papanam mocakam param 

O vanquisher of the enemies, among all my holy 
names, the name Krishna is the foremost. This holy 
name is the best means of atonement for even un¬ 
limited sinful activities, and it is the supreme giver 
of liberation. 0 

— Quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.498. English translation by 
Bhumipati Das. Rasbiharilal & Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 
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without any motive and without being hampered by 
any material condition, that stage of transcendental 
realization is the highest principle of spiritual under¬ 
standing. Only in that stage can one be fully satisfied. 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was more concerned to 
deliver the people to this status of life without much 
bothering about philosophical speculations. Lord Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu never labored very much to 
present a thesis of this doctrine in a separate book. 
Later on it was done in his disciplic succession, espe¬ 
cially among the Six Goswamis. Srila Jiva Goswami 
has presented six theses, which combinedly are called 
Sat-sandarbha. Of the six sandarbhas ■ the Tattva- 
sandarbha is a practical presentation of this doctrine 
and explains Vedanta-sutra according to the principles 
of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. Later on, Sri Baladev 
Vidyabhushan took this doctrine and also explained 
Vedanta-sutra according to that principle of acintya- 
bhedabheda-tattva. 0 

The Glories of Srila 
Ray Ramananda, Part h 

Traditionally, Gaudiya poets often weave their 
name into the last verse of their compositions as a 
kind of signature. However, it is also not uncom¬ 
monfor Gaudiya poets to write anonymously, sign- 
ing off their songs with a general appellation such 
as krsna-dasa, “ servant of Krishna”. The author of 


this song identifies himself as dlna-dvija, meaning 
fallen brahminBut we don’t find any histori¬ 
cal mention of a poet named Dina Dwija. So the 
authorship of this song is uncertain. 

heriya se nyasi vare dhairaja dharite pare 

mana prana haila ucatana 
prana-pane prana tane asi pade sri carane 

karilena atma samarpana 
Seeing that sannyasi , Ramananda was unable to 
keep his patience. His mind and life airs became 
agitated. Dragged by his heart, he immediately 
submitted himself at the divine feet of that sannyasi. 

‘krsna krsna ’ kaha bali alingite kutuhali 

nyasipuche ‘tumi ramananda?’ 
tenha kahe ‘sei hao carane sarana cao 

tava dasadhama sudra manda ’ 

The sannyasi was uttering “Krishna! Krishna!” 
He embraced Ramananda with great pleasure and 
asked, “Are you Ramananda Ray?” Ramananada 
replied, “Yes, I am your fallen servant, a sudra , I 
beg shelter at your lotus feet.” 

nyasi mani ta suniya du bahu pasariya 

ramanande hrdaye dharila 
sahaja prema uddipane prabhu bhrtya dui jane 
acetana bhumitepadila 

Hearing this, the jewel of the sannyasis reached 
out his arms and embraced Ramananda to his heart. 
Due to their natural love, the eternal Lord and his 
servant both fell on the ground unconscious. 



Ramananda Ray speaks to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
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kampa asru pulaka gaya dohhe bhume gadi yaya 
vismaya mane sabajane 
rasa prema sindhu jane ray a tarahgini mile 
kallola bhasila tri-bhuvane 
Trembling, crying, and singing, with their hairs 
standing on end in ecstasy, both of them rolled on 
the ground. Seeing this, everyone was stunned. 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who is the ocean of prema- 
rasa, met the wave known as Ramananda, thus 
inundating the three worlds. 

godavan nadi tire sei ratre vipra ghare 

nirajane milana donhara 
ista gosthi krsna katha raya vakta prabhu srota 
vaye yaya premera pathara 
That night they met in a brahmin’s house near 
the bank of the Godavari and became absorbed 
in topics of Krishna. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
listened while Ramananda spoke on the topic of 
love of God. 

prema sindhu gora raya raya megha varisaya 
sindhu take ratna alaya ha-ila 
pahilehipada suni avesete nyasimani 

rama-rayera mukha acchadila 
When the cloud of Ramananda Ray poured rain 
on the Gaura ocean, that ocean became a reservoir 
of precious gems. Hearing the verse [beginning 
with the word] 'pahilehi'[Cc. madhya 8 . 194], Sri 
Chaitanya, the best of the sannyasis, covered Rama 
Ray’s mouth with his hand. 
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istha gosthi samapana karejode nivedana 
kare raya gauranga carane 
ye tattva sphurale more brahmadira o agocare 
ami kabhu najani svapane 
After their talks, Ray, with folded hands, sub¬ 
mitted to the lotus feet of Gauranga, “You have 
revealed such wonderful truths to me that are un¬ 
known even to Lord Brahma! I could never imagine 
them even in a dream! 

halite sannyasi vese more dekha dile ese 

ebe heri syama-gopa-rupa 
svarna pahcalika dhaka murali vadana banka 
eki tava lild aparupa 

“Although in Kali-yuga you have taken the dress 
of a sannyasi , now I see you with syama-gopa-rupa 
— the form of Syamasundar, a blackish cowherd 
boy. You are bent in three places and are holding 
a flute to your lips, but this is covered by a golden 
form. How wonderful are your pastimes!” 

prabhu kahe taha suni ‘tumi bhakta cudamani 
sarva-bhute krsna darasana ’ 
raya kahe ‘gaura-hari chada tumi bharibhuri 
nija-rupa na kara gopana ’ 

Hearing this, Mahaprabhu said, “As a most exalted 
devotee, you see Krishna everywhere.” Ray replied, 
“O Gaurahari, please give up your pretense. Don’t 
cheat me and hide your true identity.” 

ebe prabhu mrdu hasi gudha-rupa parakasi 

priya ramanande dekhaila 
rasaraja maha-bhava dui tanu abhinava 

svarupa rahasya prakasila 
Then Mahaprabhu smiled and revealed to his 
beloved Ramananda his form as rasaraja-maha- 
bhava — the combined form of Krishna, the king 
of rasa, and Radha, the embodiment of the greatest 
love, maha-bhava. Ray saw these two ever-fresh 
youths manifested before him in a confidential form. 

vivarte vivarta rahga tahate vilasa rahga 

heri raya murachita bhela 
parase caitanya diya ramaraye uthaiya 

mahananda sindhu uthalila 
Beholding this bewildering pastime of vilasa- 
vivarta , Radha and Krishna combining as one, Ray 
fainted. Then the Lord gently touched him and Ra¬ 
mananda regained external consciousness. Thus the 
ocean of ecstasy overflowed. 0 (to be continued) 

—Translated by Mani Gopal Das from Sri Gauranga Parsada Vargera 
Sucaka Kirtana. Compiled by Kishori Das Babaji. Published by the 
Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar. West Bengal. 2005. Bengali. 
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Divine Guidance 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

My sincere blessings are for you for your nice 
prosecution of Krishna Consciousness. What¬ 
ever you are doing at the present moment is 
approved by me and I think on account of your 
becoming a sincere soul, Krishna is dictating 
from within and you are doing things so nicely. 
There are two gurus — one internal and the 
other external. The internal guru is Krishna 
himself seated in everyone’s heart, and the ex¬ 
ternal guru is the spiritual master. In this way a 
sincere devotee is helped both externally and 
internally. To the sincere devotee, the internal 
guru Krishna dictates, but that inspiration has 
to be confirmed by the external guru. Then it 
is all right. I am very glad that you don’t go out 
but keep indoors engaging yourself in Krishna 
Consciousness activities. 

Regarding love affairs in the material world, 
they are only shadows or reflections of the real 
love with Krishna. If you love Krishna in any 
capacity you shall never be frustrated because 
everything in Krishna is perfect, eternal, blissful, 
and full of knowledge. So continue your present 
activities and chant on your beads. Whenever 
there is some difficulty, consult Brahmananda 
or write to me, and Krishna will help you more 
and more on the path of perfection. 0 
— Letter to Kancanbala. 14 January 1968. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The Purpose 
of Taking Sannyasa 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Devotee 1: Sometimes devotees have taken san- 
nyasa in our movement because they have been 
frustrated in family life. Family life is troublesome. 
They don’t want that trouble anymore, so they reject 
it and take sannyasa. 

Gour Govinda Swami: There is no such san- 
nyasa in our line. That is karma-sannyasa, jnana- 
sannyasa, and it is in the mayavadi line 

Devotee 1: But devotees in ISKCON have taken 
sannyasa for that reason. 

Gour Govinda Swami: But in our vaisnava 
line, no such sannyasa is there. There is only 
one sannyasa, complete surrender unto the 
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lotus feet of Krishna. Therefore you take up this 
tri-danda — kaya-danda , vak-danda , mano- 
danda — three staffs, indicating surrender of 
the body, the words, and the mind. 

Devotee Is For instance, previously many 
people took sannyasa mainly because they were 
frustrated with family life. They weren’t neces¬ 
sarily willing to serve Krishna. 

Gour Govinda Swami: That is all cheating. That 
is not sannyasa 

Devotee 1: Can they make any advancement in 
that asrama? 

Gour Govinda Swami: What has Prabhupada 
said? If you are not completely free from sex 
desire, don’t take sannyasa What is this? It is 
only a farce. 

In your family life, if you find it difficult to ren¬ 
der pleasing service to Krishna, then it is better 
to leave. If it is favorable, why should you leave? 
If the wife is devoted and all of the children are 
devoted, then why should you leave? If you find 
it not to be favorable, if you tried your best but 
you failed, then better to leave. Ramanujacharya 
did that. He played a trick on his wife and left. 
He tried his best. It is your duty; you should try 
your best to bring your wife on this path. But, if 
you tried your best but failed, then make some 
trick and leave. 

Devotee 2: What if a sannyasi is not Krishna¬ 
conscious? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Then they will fall 
down. They cannot keep up sannyasa if they are 
not Krishna-conscious. No. This is not a joke. It is 
very serious. It is the highest, topmost asrama. Is it 
child’s play? Today you play with this thing and then, 
throwing it away, you take another toy and play 
with it? Is it child’s play to carry a tri-danda ? Today 
you hold the danda and tomorrow you throw it and 
catch another woman? What is this nonsense? 0 

— Darshan, New Mayapur, France, 29 July 1991- 

The Glories of Srila 
Ray Ramananda, Part III 

Traditionally, Gaudiya poets often weave their 
name into the last verse of their compositions as a 
kind of signature. However, it is also not uncom¬ 
mon for Gaudiya poets to write anonymously, sign- 
ing off their songs with a general appellation such 
as krsna-dasa, “servant of Krishna”. The author of 
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this song identifies himself as dlna-dvija, meaning 
“fallen brahmin”. But we don’t find any histori¬ 
cal mention of a poet named Dina Dwija. So the 
authorship of this song is uncertain. 

ajha diya ani tare nilacale cord ghare 

antaranga rasa asvadane 
prema vaicitra lila milane mild amila 

bhavocchase nisi jagarane 

Giving the order [through Maharaja Pratapraru- 
dra], Mahaprabhu had Ramananda come to that 
confidential room [the Gambhira] in Nilachal, 
Jagannath Puri. There, throughout the night, they 
would meet and relish the rasa of various divine 
loving pastimes. 

bale sakhi o visakha kotha se tribhanga banka 

ene dekha nahe prana yaya 
raya kahe vinodini kena ha-ila unmadini 

ei baje madhura vamsari 
dhairya dharaha rai cala vrndavane yai 
milaiba syama vamsidhari 








Nama-tattva 


Even for Half a Moment 

The Dhvajdropana-mdhdtmya 
of the Brhan Naradtya Pur ana 

utkranti-kale yan-nama srutavanto pi vai sakrt 
labhanteparamam sthdnam him u susrusane ratah 

Those who at the time of death hear a single ut¬ 
terance of the Lord’s holy name go to the supreme 
spiritual abode. What need be said, then, of they 
who serve the Lord with faith? 

muhurtam vd muhurtdrdhamyas tipped dhari-mandire 
saydtiparamam sthdnam kim u susrusarie ratah 

A person who for a moment or even half a mo¬ 
ment visits a temple of Lord Krishna, goes to the 
supreme spiritual abode. What need be said, then, 
of they who serve the Lord with faith? 0 — Quoted 
in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11. 232-233 

Bibliography 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sn Hari-bhakti-vilasa. Sanskrit with Bengali 
translation by Kanailal Adhikari. Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math. 
Mayapur. 2000. 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sn Sn Han-hhakti-vilasa. English translation 
by Sri Kusakratha Das. Krishna Library. Culver City, California. 1992. 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu with Ramananda Ray in Gambhira 


In the mood of Radha, the Lord would say to 
Vishakha, “O my dear sakhl , where is tribhahga 
banka , three-fold bending Krishna? If I don’t 
see him now I will be unable to maintain my 
life.” Ray would answer, a O Vinodini, pleasing 
Radha, why are you becoming so bewildered? 
Can’t you hear the charming song of that flute- 
player? O Radha, be patient. Let us go to Vrin- 
davan. There I will arrange your meeting with 
the flute-holder Shyama.” 

avesete gaura hari raya svarupera kare dhari 

cala sakhi vilamba na saya 

cala Ward vrndavane parana vahdhuya bine 
dehe mora prana nahi raya 

Gaurahari, absorbed in the mood of Radha, 
caught Ray’s hands and said - “Yes, my dear sakhl , 
let us go there without delay. We must go to Vrin- 
davan now! O dear Vishakha, it’s impossible for me 
to survive without my beloved.” 

raya svarupa sahacan laye gora rasesvarl 
goplnatha samlpete jaya 

heri gora goplnatha manepainu prana-natha 

bhavollase bamete dandaya 

As an eternal companion, Ray brought Lord 
Gaura, who was in the mood of Raseswari, 
the queen of the rasa-llla , to meet Gopinatha, 
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Krishna. Beholding Gopinath, Gauranga felt, 
“Now I have obtained my beloved, my life and 
soul.” In this mood, Mahaprabhu stood on the 
left side of Gopinath. 

bhava nidhi gaura hari raya bhava pustikarl 
bhava bujhi karaye sevana 
apana nataka glta sunaya satata niti 

sukhe gora kare asvadana 

Lord Gaurahari is like an unlimited ocean of bha- 
va, which Ray nourished as an expert servant who 
understood exactly the appropriate moods. Ray 
sang his own nataka and songs and Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu relished their incomparable taste. 
[Nataka (drama) may indicate Ramananda Ray’s 
poem Jagannatha-vallabha-natakam , which he 
wrote prior to Mahaprabhu’s arrival in Orissa.] 

gauranga parana bandhu rama-raya guna sindhu 
eka bindu jagata dubaya 
arjuna arjuna yaya kari nitya samasraya 

gaura lllamrta asvadaya 

Ramananda Ray is an ocean of good qualities 
and the dear-most companion of Sri Gauranga. 
One drop of that ocean is enough to flood the 
whole world. Arjuna and Arjuna have taken 
shelter in Ramananda Ray and taste the nectar of 
gaura-llla. [Srila Kavi Karnapur in texts 120-124 
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of his Gaura-ganoddesa-dlpika explains the 
identity of Ramananda Ray as being a combined 
manifestation of the Pandava Arjuna, the cow¬ 
herd boy Arjuna, and the gopt Arjuniya (who is 
described in Padma Purana as a manifestation 
of the Pandava Arjuna).] 

pradyumna misrera dvare janaila jagatere 
nija ramanandera mahimd 
raja prataparudra raya yarn krpaya gaurapaya 
tarn gunera kepaibe slma 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu spread the glories 
of Ramananda Ray all over the world through 
Pradyumna Mishra [See Cc. antya 5.4-85]. Maharaja 
Prataparudra attained the lotus feet of Sri Gauranga 
by the mercy of Ramananda Ray. 

jay a ramananda raya krpakara amayaya 

eka bindu gaurange mati diya 
gambhlrara guptadhane dhanl kara nija gune 
kahe dina dvija abhagiya 

All glories to Sri Ray Ramananda! Who can 
reach the limit of his glorious qualities? O Ra¬ 
mananda Ray, please bestow your mercy and 
give me a drop of devotion unto Lord Gauranga. 
This humble and unfortunate Brahmin ( dina 
dvija) begs for the mercy of the secret wealth 
of the Gambhira. 0 

— Translated by Mani Gopal Das from Sri Gauranga Parsada 
Vargera Sucaka Kirtana. Compiled by Kishori Das Babaji. Pub¬ 
lished by the Vaishnava Research Institute. Halisahar. West Bengal. 
2005. Bengali. 
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Only Krishna is Omniscient 

Jiva Goswami’s 

Paramatma Sandarbha / text 38 

ksetrajnam capi mam viddhity atra mam svayam 
bhagavantam eva sarvesv api samasti-vyasti-rupesu 
ksetresu. na tupurva-ksetrajna-vat nija-nija-ksetra 
eva ksetrajnam ca viddhiti 

In Bhagavad-gita 13-3, the Supreme Lord’s 
declaration, ksetrajnam capi mam viddhi — 
“You should understand that I am also the 
knower in all bodies.” — means that the Su¬ 
preme Personality of Godhead knows what is 
happening in each and every body and in the 
entire universe as a whole. In this way he is not 
like the individual spirit souls who each know 
only what is happening within their own limited 
sphere of perception. 0 
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— Jiva Goswami. Sri Paramatma-sandarbha. Sanskrit with 
Bengali translation by Sri Rama Narayan Vidyaratna. Sanskrit 
Pustak Bhandhar. Kolkata, India. Bengabda 1405 (1999). Bengali. 
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[Prahlad Maharaja said:] My dear sons of de¬ 
mons, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Narayan, is the original Supersoul, the father of 
all living entities. Consequently, there are no 
impediments to pleasing him or worshiping him 
under any conditions, whether one be a child or 
an old man. The relationship between the living 
entities and the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
is always a fact, and therefore there is no diffi¬ 
culty in pleasing the Lord. 0 

— Translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Singapore. 1982. 
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Everyone wants to become Guru 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

The difficulty is that everyone wants, “Some way or 
other, I should become guru. Then so many people 
will offer me respect. Somehow or other, create some 
situation so I become guru.” This is going on. This is 
not a bona fide guru. A bona fide guru is indicated 
by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, < amara ajhaya guru 
hand’, “Become guru.” Why ambition? Actually be¬ 
come guru. But how to become a bona-fide guru? 
yaredekha, tare kaha krsna-upadesa[Cc. madhya 
7.128]. That is it. Otherwise you’ll be a goru, cow. 
So they will not take this simple method. They will 
drink, they will hunt after women and have some at¬ 
tractive singing or dancing, and become guru. What 
is meaning of guru, they do not know. “Somehow or 
other become popular and become a guru.” This is 
going on. People are after all these material things. 
They are not after Krishna. They are after money and 
women. And if you give some mantra, or manufac¬ 
ture gold, all women will be attracted. 0 

— From a room conversation in Fiji, 2 May 1976. 

Different Levels of Qualification 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

There are many levels of qualification. Animals have 
certain qualifications and human beings have another 
level of qualification. Amongst human beings, some 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
have qualification only for following regulative prin¬ 
ciples. Others have other levels of qualification, up 
to the level of achievement of real attachment for the 
Supreme Lord. Corresponding to each of these levels 
of qualification there are different prescribed duties. 
Performance of such prescribed duties is called piety 
while deviation from those duties is called impiety. If 
we consider all activities according to this principle, 
then what is the need for separately calculating one’s 
piety and impiety? According to qualification, one 
person’s piety may be another’s impiety. When jack¬ 
als and dogs steal and goats have illicit sex, can it be 
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considered sinful? Such activities are certainly counted 
as sins for human beings. 

Similarly, those who are very attached to material 
objects should associate with women through mar¬ 
riage, as this is piety for such persons. But for one 
whose attachment for material objects has been totally 
directed towards the Supreme Lord, loving affairs 
through marriage are forbidden, because by great 
fortune he has attained love for Krishna. To divert that 
love for the Lord to material objects is certainly an act 
of degradation. On the other hand, people who are 
like animals may need to associate with more than 
one woman through marriage to become pious. 

From the beginning of the process of wor¬ 
shiping the Lord up to the attainment of the 
mood of Vraja, there are different modes, such 
as ignorance, passion, goodness, and transcen¬ 
dence. According to the practitioner’s nature, his 
advancement of knowledge, and his absorption 
in the spirit of vaikuntha , innumerable qualifi¬ 
cations are seen. According to those qualifica¬ 
tions, different forms of the processes of karma 
and jnana are seen. A thoughtful person can 
understand this himself. All dualities like sin 
and virtue, religion and irreligion, proper and 
improper actions, heaven and hell, knowledge 
and ignorance, are all objects of dispute for per¬ 
sons who have perverted attachment. Actually, 
they are neither pious nor impious. We only 
explain them as pious or impious due to rela¬ 
tive consideration. If we independently consider 
them we can understand that the pervertedness 
of the soul’s attachment is impiety and remain¬ 
ing in the constitutional position of the soul’s 
attachment is called piety. Swanlike people 
accept those activities that nourish piety to be 
pious and those activities which nourish impiety 
to be impious. They do not take shelter of dry 
speculation or agree with biased arguments. 0 
— Sri Krsna-Samhita, Chapter 10, Text 3. Translated by Bhu- 
mipati Das, edited by Sri Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajaraj 
Press. 1998. Vrindavan. 

Gadadhar Pandit Goswami 

From Gaudlya Vaisnava Abhidhana 

The Gaudlya Vaisnava-abhidhana is an ency¬ 
clopedia compiled in Bengali by Sri Haridas Das 
of Nabadwip (1898-1957). 'Abhidhana means 
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'lexiconThe book is a compilation of terms with 
special meanings as employed fey Gaudlya Vaisnava 
authors, an explanation of names of persons and 
places found in Gaudlya Vaisnava literature, along 
with the various places and ways in which these 
terms and names are used or described. 

Gadadhar Pandit (also known as Pandit Prabhu 
and Gadai) was included amongst the pahca- 
tattva. He was born of Madhava Mishra and 
Ratnavati-devi in i486 AD on the new moon day 
of Vaisakha (April-May), in the village Beliti. 
However, according to Jayakrishna Das’ article 
“Sri Caitanya-Parisada-Janmasthana-Nirnaya”, 
published in the Sahitya Parisat Patrika , Ga¬ 
dadhar hailed from Srihatta. And Prema-vilasa 
24 records his birth place at Chittagong. He was 
a brahmin of the Varendra clan and kasyapa- 
gotra. His younger brother was Vaninath. In past 
incarnations Gadadhar was Radhika and Lalita. 

At the age of thirteen, Gadadhar migrated with 
his parents to Nabadwip to stay at his maternal 
uncle’s house, nearby the residence of Jagan- 
nath Mishra. Some say that a wealthy person 
of Kandipur named Suraraj was instrumental in 
bringing Gadadhar from Beliti to Nabadwip. Ga¬ 
dadhar remained unmarried throughout his life. 
He received mantra from Pundarik Vidyanidhi. 

Gadadhar was a constant companion of Lord Gau- 
ranga and always read the SrimadBhdgavatam to him. 
After the Lord took sannyasa and went to Nilachal, 
Gadadhar also went with him. Gadadhar passed away 
in Puri on the new moon day in the month of Jyestha 
(May-June) in 1534 AD at the age of forty-seven, eleven 
months after the disappearance of Lord Chaitanya. 

Mahaprabhu wrote a verse with his own hand in Gadad- 
hafs personal copy of Bhagavad-gita. According to Sad- 
hand-dlpikd 9, Gadadhar composed Premamna-stotra. 

In the biographies of Lord Chaitanya, Gadadhar 
has been referred to in the following places: 

1. Gadadhar Pandit as a principal associate of 
Lord Gaurasundar, Cc. 1.1.41,1.4.227,1.6.48,1.7.17. 

2. Meeting with Ishwar Puri and others at 
Nabadwip, and study of Ishwar Puri’s book Krsna- 
lilamrta , Cb. ( Caitanya-bhagavata ) 1.11.99-100. 

3. Gadadhar faints seeing Mahaprabhu’s ec¬ 
stasy in separation at the house of Shuklambar, 
Cb. 2.1.56-108. 
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4. Arguments with 
Lord Gauranga on 
nyaya , Cb. 1.12.20-27. 

5. Gadadhar’s counsel 
to Adwaita Prabhu to 
abstain from worshiping 
Lord Gauranga, Cb. 2. 

2.126-142. 

6. Gadadhar comforts 
Lord Gauranga when he 
was feeling separation, 

Cb. 2.2.202-209. 

7. Offered betel-leaf 
to Lord Gauranga, Cb. 

2.6.65, 2.20.27, 2.22.19. 

8. Doubts crept into 
Gadadhar’s mind when 
seeing Pundarik in the 
attire of an aristocrat. 

Mukunda cleared those 
doubts, then Gadadhar 
receiving dtksa , Cb. 2.7.44-153. 

9. Gadadhar’s reaction upon seeing Nityananda 
Prabhu without garments, Cb. 2.11.23. 

10. Water sports with Lord Gauranga after the 
deliverance of Jagai and Madhai, Cb. 2.13.341. 

11. Gadadhar’s participation in the drama at the 
house of Chandrasekhar, Cb. 2.18.101-116. 

12. Gadadhar stands on the left of Lord Gauranga 
in the klrtana/ protest going to the house of the 
Kazi, Cb. 2.23.211, 279, 491. 

13. In constant association with Lord Gauranga 
in Nabadwip, Cb. 2.24.31. 

14. While Gadadhar was in the house of Lord 
Gauranga, the Lord ordered him to worship their 
family deity of Vishnu, Cb. 2.25.91. 

15. Gadadhar was sleeping nearby when Ma- 
haprabhu left home to take sannyasa , Cb. 2.28.44. 

16. Lord Gauranga informed Gadadhar that he 
intended to take sannyasa , Cb. 2.26.166-171. 

17. Gadadhar was present when Lord Chaitanya 
took sannyasa , Cb. 2.28.104. 

18. Gadadhar was present after Gaura’s sannyasa 
when the Lord visited the home of Adwaita Acharya. 

19- Gadadhar traveled with Lord Gaurasundar to 
Jagannath Puri, Cb. 3.2.35. 
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20. Gadadhar con¬ 
stantly accompanied Ma- 
haprabhu in Jagannath 
Puri, Cb. 3.3.228-231. 

21. Vow of ksetra-san- 
nyasa , Cc. 2.16.130-131. 

22. Meeting Nityanan¬ 
da Prabhu at the Tota 
Gopinatha temple. Lord 
Chaitanya, Nityananda 
Prabhu, and Gadadhar 
taking prasadam togeth¬ 
er, Cb. 3.7.112-164. 

„ 23. Took part in water 

sports in Narendra Sar- 
q ovar, Cb. 3.8.122. 

^ 24. Receiving instruc- 

s 

| tions from Mahaprabhu 
^ about re-initiation, Cb. 
3.10.22-27. 

25. Gadadhar recites 
Bhagavatam for the pleasure of Mahaprabhu, Cb. 
3.10.32-36. 

26. Gadadhar’s dilemma when Vallabha Bhatta 
approached him for advice, Cc. 3.7.90-99. 

27. By the mercy of Gadadhar, one can under¬ 
stand Lord Nityananda, and anyone who loves 
Nityananda can understand Gadadhar Pandit, 
Cc. 3.7.161-162. 

28. Gadadhar argues with Mahaprabhu that ser¬ 
vice to him is the supreme duty, Cc. 2.16.130-143. 

29. Gadadhar’s position in separation of Sri Chait¬ 
anya Mahaprabhu, Bhakti-ratnakaraiBr. ) 3.135-143. 

30. Meeting with Srinivas Acharya, Br. 3.146-152. 

Also see Dhyanachandra Goswami’s srigaura-gov- 

indarcana-smarana-paddhati for details regarding 
Sri Gadadhar mantra , dhyana , gayatn , and Sri Gaura 
Gadadhar mantra. Texts 37-44 of the above text cites 
Caitanyarcana-candrika, describing Gadadhar as 
being on the left of Lord Gauranga at the Yogapith. 

The following acaryas have written prayers to 
Gadadhar Pandit: 

1. Sanatana Goswami 

2. Rupa Goswami 

3. Svarupa Goswami 

4. Lokanatha Goswami 

5. Bhugarbha Goswami 


Usskc 'Vwv 



Sri Sri Gaura Gadadhar 
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6. Paramananda Goswami 

7. Shivananda Chakravarti 

Other writings on Gadadhar Pandit are as follows: 

1. Sri Sri Gauragadadharastaka , a) by Acyu- 
tananda, b) by Nayanananda Mishra. 

2. Rati-janaka-dvadasa-namastotra, , bySarvabhauma 

3. Astottarasatanama stotra , by Sarvabhauma 

4. Sakha-nirnayamria , by Jadunatha 

5. Premamrta-stotra, by Gadadhar Pandit. 0 

— Adapted from the manuscript of an unknown translator, from 
Haridas Das’, Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava-abhidhana. Haribol Kutir. 
Nabadwip. Gaurabda 501. Bengali. 

All Glories to 
Srila Gadadhar Pandit 

Shivananda Sen 

jay a jay a pandita gosai 
jara krpabale se caitanya guna gai 
hena se gauracandre jahara piriti 
gadadhara prananatha jahe lage khyati 
gauragata prana prema ke bujhitepare 
ksetra-vasa krsna seva jara lagi chare 

All glories, all glories to Srila Gadadhar Pandit by whose 
mercy we can sing Sri Chaitanya’s glories! Only he has 
such unalloyed love for Lord Gaurachandra. By the 
power of Gadadhar’s love, Gaura is celebrated 
as ‘ gadadhara prananatha 3 (the Lord of the life 
of Gadadhar). Who can understand his exclusive 
love for Lord Gaurachandra? He renounced his 
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Sri Sri Gadai Gauranga 


ksetra sannyasa and Gopinath’s service out of his 
exclusive love towards the lord. 

gadaira gauranga gaurangera gadadhara 
sri-rama janaki jena eka kalevara 
jena eka prana radha vrndavana candra 
tena gaura gadadhara prema taranga 
kahe sivananda pahujara anurage 
syama tanu gauranga ha-iya prema mage 

Just as Lord Ramachandra and Sita-devi belong ex¬ 
clusively to each other, and just like Sri Radha and 
Vrindavan Chandra are one life, similarly Gaura be¬ 
longs to Gadai and Gadai belongs to Gaura. Just see 
the ecstatic loving pastimes of Gaura and Gadadhar! 
Shivananda Sen says that it is this love which forced 
Krishna to give up his blackish-hue and beg for the 
love of Srimati Radharani in a golden form. 0 

— Adapted from the translation at http://kksongs.Org/songs/j/ 
j ayaj ayapanditagosai. html 



Unknown artist 
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Guru is the Reformer 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Devotee: Is it possible to reform a person 
against their will? 

Prabhupada: No, not possible. 

Devotee: What is the sign that someone is actu¬ 
ally having a change of heart? 

Prabhupada: By his actions. Hiranyakasipu tried 
to make Prahlad an atheist. He failed. And Prahlad 
tried to make his father a theist. He failed. 

Unless one agrees, you cannot turn him. It is not 
possible. Although only a five-year-old boy, Prahlad 
was a staunch devotee. His powerful father, Hiran¬ 
yakasipu, was threatening his life. In so many ways 
he tried — “You become a godless atheist. Other¬ 
wise I shall kill you.” But Prahlad did not agree. 
Similarly, Prahlad solicited his father, “You have 
got so much power by the grace of God. Why are 
you an atheist?” Neither could turn the other to their 
side. Prahlad remained Prahlad, and Hiranyakasipu 
remained Hiranyakasipu. How can you expect that 
without agreeing, conceding, one can be reformed? 
No, that is not possible. Impossible. 

Devotee: Not simply by rubber stamp. 

Prabhupada: Therefore guru is required. Ac¬ 
cepting guru means, “Whatever you say, I will 
accept.” That is guru. Otherwise it is only friendly 
talk. Friendly talk will not do. To accept guru means 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
“Now I accept you as guru, as my instructor, with¬ 
out any arguments.” That is acceptance. “Whatever 
you say, I shall do.” That is agreement. Then he 
can be reformed, sisyas te ‘ham sadhi mam Warn 
prapannam — “I surrender unto you. I become 
your disciple. Now you train me.” Then he can be 
reformed. Otherwise it is not possible. 0 

— From a morning walk conversation in Johannes¬ 
burg, 17 October 1975. 
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When Irreligion 
Becomes Reugion 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

The Supreme Lord has said: 

man nimittam krtam pdpam api dharmdya kalpate 
mam anadrtya dharmo ‘pipdpam sydn matprabhdvatah 

If one commits sin for my sake, then that so-called 
sin becomes dharma. Conversely, if one neglects me, 
then by my power whatever so-called dharma they 
perform becomes sin. [Padma Parana , quoted in 
Srila Jiva Goswami’s Bhakti-sandarbha 148.] 

We will herein cite one example of the behavior 
of a great personality who was an acarya in the 
Ramanuja-sampraddya. Srila Jiva Goswami has 
mentioned the following incident in his commen¬ 
tary on Srimad Bhagavatam. Long ago there was 
a devotee of Vishnu named Tirumangai in South 
India. From his childhood he traveled to various holy 
places in order to serve the Lord. In the course of his 
travels, four persons with unusual powers became his 
disciples. His first disciple was referred to as “Tarka 
Chudamani”, which means that he was the crest jewel 
amongst debaters. His second disciple was “Dwara 
Unmochak”, meaning he could open any locked 
door. His third disciple was known as “Chayagraha”, 
meaning that whoever was touched by his shadow 
became immobile. And his fourth disciple was “Ja- 
loparichar”, who could walk on water. 

While traveling with these four disciples, Tiruman¬ 
gai once came to the temple of Sri Ranganath. He saw 
that the temple was almost falling apart and that the 
very narrow courtyard was filled with leather shoes. 
The whole temple was surrounded by bushes. Out 
of fear of tigers and jackals, the servants came only 
once a day to worship Sri Ranganath. Seeing this, 
Tirumangai became simultaneously distressed and 
angry. He began to think, “The materialists are liv¬ 
ing in gorgeous palaces, are surrounded by women, 
and engage in various lusty affairs. Meanwhile, the 
Lord of the universe, the king of kings, the life and 
soul of everyone, is kept in a broken temple. The 
demons are plundering the wealth of Krishna.” But 
Tirumangai was himself penniless, so he could not 
decide what to do. 
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Eventually he and his four disciples began to visit 
rich people to beg alms. But being proud of their 
wealth, the rich people, rather than giving him char¬ 
ity, addressed him as a thief and turned him away. 
Some of them taunted him, saying, “Why does a 
sadhu need money?” But Tirumangai did not budge 
from his resolve. When he saw that the rich people 
were plundering the Lord’s wealth and enjoying, he 
resolved to get the Lord’s wealth back from the rich 
thieves and utilize it in the service of the Lord. 

Tirumangai and his four disciples became a gang of 
robbers. His first disciple, Tarka Chudamani, would 
entangle materialists in the net of argument, his sec¬ 
ond disciple, Dwara Unmochaka, would then open 
the doors of their treasury houses, his third disciple, 
Chayagraha, would then make everyone motionless. His 
fourth disciple, Jaloparichar, entered palaces that were 
surrounded by deep moats and plundered all the wealth. 

Thereafter, when sufficient wealth was accumulated, 
Timmangai brought many expert artists from various 
provinces and built a beautiful seven-story temple. But 
Timmangai himself only ate what he cooked once a 
day, after offering it to the Lord. He was fully surren¬ 
dered and engaged in the service of the Lord with all 
his senses. In this way he engaged his disciples in the 
service of the Lord. He was a self-controlled gosvdml 








Nama-tattva 


Deliverance from Hell 

krsna-krsneti-krsneti 
yo mam smarati nityasah 
jalam bhitva yatha padmam 
narakat uddharamy aham 

To those who remember me constantly by 
chanting ‘O Krishna! O Krishna! O Krishna!’ I 
pull out from hell just as one may pull out a 
lotus by bmshing aside water. 0 

— Translated by Harshad Marathe from the Margasirsa- 
Mdsa-Mahdtmya of the Vaisnava-Khanda of the Samksipta- 
Skanda-Purana, published by Gita Press, Gorakhpur. 
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In the vision of a smarta , a moralist, the above- 
mentioned activities of Tirumangai Alwar are acts of 
robbery. Timmangai became a leader of thieves and 
inspired his disciples to perform such activities for the 
purpose of serving the Lord. In this activity, however, 
he had no desire at all for personal enjoyment or 
fame. He realized that all wealth belongs to Narayan, 
the husband of Lakshmi. Rich people are enjoying 
wealth meant for the Lord’s service only due to illu¬ 
sion. Therefore they are actually the plunderers. So 
when the Lord’s wealth cannot be recovered through 
proper channels, it should be recovered by any means. 
According to the hari-janas , devotees, this plunder¬ 
ing act of Timmangai is devotional service performed 
in the mood of being humbler than a straw in the 
street, just as the burning of Lanka by Hanuman is an 
example of devotional service to the spiritual master 
in the mood of being humbler than a blade of grass. 
The reason is that in these activities there is no tinge 
of material enjoyment or liberation. And those activi¬ 
ties which aim at material enjoyment and liberation, 
though considered auspicious, are actually impious, 
since they are not solely performed for the pleasure 
of the Lord. Therefore SrimadBhagavatam (3.23.52) 
gives the following instruction: 

neha yat karma dharmdya na viragaya kalpate 
na tirtha-pada-sevayai jivann api mrto hi sah 

Anyone whose work is not meant to elevate him to 
religious life, anyone whose religious ritualistic perfor¬ 
mances do not raise him to renunciation, and anyone 
situated in renunciation that does not lead him to devo¬ 
tional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
must be considered dead, although he is breathing. 

• • • 

Tirumangai is famous as one oftheAlwars (also known 
as divya-surisj twelve famous devotees in the Sri- or 
Ramanuja-sampradaya, who are considered to be incar¬ 
nations of the Lord’s energies. They appeared at different 
times prior to the advent of Srila Ramanujacharya. © 

— Weekly Gaudiya, Vol. 2. Adapted from the English translation 
of Bhumipati Das, from Brahmana and Vaisnava. Vrajaraj Press. 
Vrindavan. 1999- 

Crushing his Devotees’ Pride 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

We have come and joined this society of Krishna 
consciousness, Mahaprabhu’s movement. We have 
accepted gum and have been chanting the holy name. 
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We may be reciting siksastaka daily. But still we 
have pride. Pride comes in various forms: “Don’t 
you know who I am? I am a senior devotee! I have 
spent so many years in this society. Don’t you know 
that?” This is sevara-dambha , pride in one’s service 
position. Although we recite trnad api sumcena , 
although we have heard many times about the dan¬ 
gers of pride, still this dambha is coming to us. We 
cannot give it up. “Don’t you know? I have done this 
and this and this. I have opened so many temples.” 
“I am temple president.” “I am manager.” “I am GBC, 
great gum, acarya .” This is pride, sevara-dambha. 

Also, you will also find some vaisnavas who have 
given up their material family and wealth. They have 
given up everything. But they have tyagera-dambha , 
pride in their renunciation: “I am a great tyagi, a great 
renunciate. I have given up this thing and this thing. 
Has anyone done like that?” They may be wander¬ 
ing in Vrindavan, living by begging, just collecting 
madhukari bhiksa , and still they have such pride, 
dambha. Who is free from pride? Pride comes in 
various forms to us. So how can we become humble, 
tmad api sumcena? How can our chanting become 
pure and offenseless? How can we get Mahaprabhu’s 
mercy? How can we develop krsna-prema ? 

Krishna is so merciful, suhrdam sarva-bhutanam 
— He is our well-wishing friend, the friend of all 
living entities and especially of his dear devotees. 
Those who have become his devotees are very, 
very dear to him. If his devotee develops some 
pride, Krishna crushes it. That is his mercy. 

In the Srimad Bhagavatam (10.31.6) you will find 
that while the rasa dance, rasa-krida, was going 
on, all of a sudden Krishna disappeared. The gopis 
felt so distressed, feeling pangs of separation from 
Krishna. “Where is Krishna? Where is Krishna?” 
They couldn’t see Him. The Bhagavatam describes 
that the gopis cried and uttered this verse: 

vraja-janarti-han vira yositam 
nija-jana-smaya-dhvamsana-smita 
bhaja sakhe bhavat-kihkarih sma no 
jalaruhananam caru darsaya 

“O you who destroy the suffering of Vraja’s people, O 
hero of all women, your smile shatters the false pride 
of your devotees. Please, dear friend, accept us as your 
maidservants and show us your beautiful lotus face.” 

The gopis were searching everywhere for 
Krishna. They went to every bower, every creeper, 

3 



$hmt r Um TfinKcirtcl Tfkirbj-dKt, TPcipc — 4 

and every tree, asking, “Have you seen Krishna? 
Have you seen Krishna?” Crying out, vraja-janarti-han 
— “O Krishna, who is the destroyer of the distress of 
the residents ofVraja!” virayositam — “O Krishna, who 
is the supreme hero of all the damsels ofVrajabhumi!” 
Then they say nija-jana-smaya-dhvamsana-smita. 
This phrase is significant: Nija-jana means your own 
men — “O Krishna, you cmsh the pride of those who 
are very dear to you.” The gopis prayed, “We may have 
developed some pride; therefore you disappeared and 
are cmshing our pride. Your disappearance has put 
us in lamentation and distress.” Then they say, bhaja 
sakhe bhavat-kinkanh sma nojalamhananam cam 
darsaya — “O Krishna, Your beautiful face is always 
smiling. O friend, we are all your maidservants. Please, 
please show your very beautiful lotus-like face to us.” 

Therefore, if by chance Krishna’s dear devotees 
develop some pride, then Krishna crushes it. That 
is the meaning of this verse. 0 

—Mathura Meets Vrindavan, Chapter 13, Gopaljiu Publications. 2003. 

The Identity of 
Gopal Bhatta Goswami 

Dhyanchandra Goswami 

A disciple of Gopal Gum Goswami, Dhyanachandra 
Goswami sewed the deities of Sri Sri Radha Kanta at 
the Gambhira in Jagannath Puri. For more on Gopal 
Bhatta Goswami, see also Bindus 143, 157, and 177. 
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Srila Gopal Bhatta Goswami 


aisanye campakalata-kuhjat kuhjo ‘sti sobhanah 
gunananda-prado namna tatraste guna-mahjah 

rupa-mahjarikd-saukhyd-bhildsd sa prakirtita 
jaba-raj i-dukuleyam tadit-prakara-kanti-bhdk 

kanis heyam bhavet tasyas tulasyas tu tribhir dinaih 
sh-krsnamoda-ddksinyam asrita prakharodita 

vayo ‘sya eka-masadhyd hayanas tu trayodasa 
sapta-vimsatibhir yuktam dinais ca samudiritam 
gopala-bhatta-ndmasau khydta gaura-rase kalau 

Next, the particulars of Sri Guna Manjari are given: 
In the northeastern part of Sri Champakalata’s kuhja 
lies the beautiful gunanandaprada kuhja , where Sri 
Guna Manjari always resides. Her complexion is bright 
like lightning, and she wears a fine silk dress the color 
of a red hibiscus flower. She is famous for her strong 
desire to make Rupa Manjari happy. She is three days 
younger than Sri Tulasi (Rati Manjari), and delights Sri 
Krishna with her straightforward and bold nature. Her 
age is 13 years, 1 month, and 27 days. In gaura-lila she 
is known as Sri Gopala Bhatta Goswami. 0 

—Sn Gaura-gomnfMrcana-smarana-paddhati, texts 318-322. Translation 
by Haridham Das. Sanskrit Religions Institute. Visalia, California. 1993. 
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Entering Krishna’s Family 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Krishna in Vrindavan has got a wonderful family. 
He has his father Nanda Maharaja and his mother 
Yashoda. He has hundreds and thousands of boy¬ 
friends and girlfriends. The trees, the plants, the 
flowers, the fruits, the land, the water, the cows, the 
calves — he is surrounded by a wonderful family. 
He is not a single person. Suppose we say, “Now the 
president is coming.” The president means that he is 
not coming alone; he is coming with his secretaries, 
ministers, some soldiers, bodyguards, and so many 
other people. He is not alone. So if an insignificant 
material president is always surrounded by his as¬ 
sociates, you can just imagine the supreme being. 
He cannot be alone. That is Krishna. Krishna is 
not zero. The sunyavadis say, “Everything is zero 
after this.” And the nirvisesavadis say, “Everything 
is like sky.” No. Krishna is an individual, a person. 
He says in the second chapter of Bhagavad-gita , 
“My dear Arjuna, you are a person, I am also a 
person, and all these soldiers and kings assembled 
here are also persons. So don’t think that we were 
not always persons in the past, that we are not 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


persons at present, or that in the future we shall 
not be persons. We are all eternally persons.” And 
whenever there is a person, there are associates, 
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there is family, and there is an exchange of love. 
That is Krishna consciousness. 

This Krishna consciousness movement means 
to become trained up to enter Krishna’s wonder¬ 
ful family. In Krishna’s family there are no sati¬ 
ny asis. In the books, have you ever heard about 
a sannyasl in Vrindavan? The material world 
means that we are running after false family. But 
don’t think that there is no real family life. There 
is real family. That is Krishna’s eternal, blissful 
family. This Krishna consciousness movement 
is meant to train up people to be detached from 
false family and to enter into the real family. 0 

— From an arrival lecture in Dallas, 3 March 1975. 

Only by Mahaprabhu’s Mercy 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

Those who have not heard the narrations of Sri 
Chaitanyadev and who are bereft of Chaitanyadev’s 
complete mercy will not understand the purport of 
Srimad Bhagavatam. Those who do not follow this 
path cannot properly translate Srimad Bhagavatam. 

Some unfortunate people put forward strange 
arguments. Yesterday, a learned man from 
Mathura asked me, “When there is no mention 
of Radha’s name in Srimad Bhagavatam , how 
did Gaurasundar chant her name?” Our answer 
is, “For whom should Radha’s name be revealed? 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu chanted, “ Gopl, 
gopl!” If you are qualified enough, you will find 
everything in the Srimad Bhagavatam.” 

Because the names of Lalita, Vishakha or 
Rupa Manjari are not mentioned, does it mean 
that they were not qualified for the service of 
Krishna? Chandravali’s name is also not there. 
Who is qualified to read these names? Should 
they be for fools like us? What would ordinary 
people do even if these names were there? 
Since these names are not meant for ordinary 
people, Vyasadev and Shukadev concealed 
them. Those who are qualified can find them, 
if they make a sincere effort. 

In the ceto-darpana-marjanam verse composed 
by Gaurasundar, the congregational chanting of the 
holy name has been described as the topmost form 
of devotional service. Chanting the holy names of 
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the Lord is inclusive of chanting about his forms, 
qualities, pastimes and associates. If one gives up 
the process of chanting the holy names of the Lord 
and artificially chants about the Lord’s forms, quali¬ 
ties, etc., the mirror of his heart will continue to 
remain dirty. In such a condition, one can neither 
hear nor speak Srimad Bhagavatam. One has to 
hear Srimad Bhagavatam while following in the 
footsteps of Sri Chaitanyadev — only then will one 
understand the purport of Srimad Bhagavatam. 0 

— Srimad Bhagavat Tatparya, Lecture 12. Translated by Bhu- 
mipati Das. Edited by Purnaprajna Das. Rasbihari Lai & Sons. 
2005. Vrindavan. 






Nama-tattva 


Differences Between the 
Name and the Form 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
From Jaiva Dharma, chapter 23 

Vijaya: Are there any distinctions between 
Krishna’s name and form? 

Raghunath Das Babaji: There are no dif¬ 
ferences whatsoever. However, there is one 
unique, even mystical feature in this subject: 
Krishna’s name is more merciful than his form. 
Offenses committed against the form [or the 
deity] are never forgiven by Krishna; however, 
even though Krishna does not forgive offenses 
against his form, his holy name will forgive of¬ 
fenses committed against his form as well as 
his name. Therefore, one should understand 
and remember the ten offenses against the 
holy name. Then, one must meticulously avoid 
committing these offenses, because one must 
rise above namaparadha in order to chant 
suddha-harinama. 0 

— Adapted from the translation by Sarvabhavana Das. 
Bhaktivedanta Vedabase. Published by the Bhaktivedanta 
Archives. 2003. 
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Crookedness in Devotional Service 

Srila Jiva Goswami 

Due to the presence of many offenses, the Lord 
does not accept service from the crooked, even if 
they offer him many valuable items. This was seen 
when Krishna went to the capital of Duryodhan as 
a messenger on behalf of the Pandavas. Although 
Duryodhan tried to win Krishna over with a royal 
reception and great opulence, Krishna rejected 
Duryodhana’s hospitality because of Duryodhana’s 
offensive attitude towards Krishna’s devotees. 

At present, there are many people who make a 
show of devotion and who, in spite of having studied 
the scriptures, maintain an offensive mentality which 
causes them to disrespect the Lord, the spiritual 
master, and other devotees. The external worship 
offered by such persons is nothing but crookedness. 
Therefore, sastra describes that even foolish people 
who are nonetheless free from crookedness attain 
perfection even by a semblance of bhakti , whereas 
the crooked cannot even practice bhakti. This is 
evidenced in a statement by the great sage Parashar 
from the Skanda-Purana : 

na hy apunyavatam loke mudhanam kutildtmandm 
bhaktir bhavati govinde kirtanam smaranam tatha 

In this world, impious, foolish and crooked people 
do not attain devotion to Lord Govinda, and they 
cannot chant about or remember the Lord. 

In consideration of this, the Visnu-dharma states: 

satyam satena vighnanam sahasrena tatha tapah 
vighnayutena govinde nfnarh bhaktir nivaryate 

The attempt of such crooked people to become 
tmthful is obstructed by a hundred impediments, 
whereas their attempts to perform penances is 
obstructed by a thousand and their attempts to per¬ 
form loving devotional service to Lord Govinda is 
obstructed by ten thousand impediments. 

Therefore, Sri Suta-Goswami says in Srtmad 
Bhagavatam (3.19.36): 

tam sukharadhyam rjubhir ananya-saranair nrbhih 
krtajhah ko na seveta duraradhyam asadhubhih 

What grateful soul is there who would not render 
loving service to such a great master as the Person¬ 
ality of Godhead? The Lord can be easily pleased 
by spotless devotees who resort exclusively to him 
for protection, though the unrighteous man finds it 
difficult to propitiate him. 



Srila Jiva Goswami Prabhupada 

Similarly, the devotees of the Lord also bless those 
who are simple-hearted yet ignorant, but not those 
who are learned yet crooked, as the sage Sri Chamas 
told King Nimi in Srimad Bhagavatam (11.5.4-5): 

dure hari-kathah kecid dure cacyuta-kirtanah 
striyah sudradayas caiva te ’nukampya bhavadrsam 

vipro rajanya-vaisyau vd hareh praptah padantikam 
srautena janmanathapi muhyanty amnaya-vadinah 

There are many persons who have little opportunity 
to take part in discussions about the Supreme Person¬ 
ality of Godhead, Hari, and thus it is difficult for them 
to chant his infallible glories. Persons such as women, 
sudras , and other fallen classes always deserve the 
mercy of great personalities like yourself. On the 
other hand, brahmins, members of the royal order, 
and vaisyas , even after being allowed to approach 
the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord by receiving the 
second birth of Vedic initiation, can become bewil¬ 
dered and adopt various materialistic philosophies. 

In the first of these two verses, the sage Chamas 
declares that out of the various divisions of human 
beings, those who are ignorant should be favored by 
devotees like King Nimi. But by the second verse, he 
intends to say that those who are proud of petty knowl¬ 
edge are incurable and should thus be avoided. 0 

— Bhakti-Sandarbha, anucchedas 153 and 154. Adapted from the 
English translation of Satya Narayan Das. Jiva Institute. Vrindavan. 
2005. Sanskrit text taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 
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A Piteous Plea to Nitai 

Krishna Das 

(Refrain) jay a jay a nityananda ray a 
aparadha papa mora tahara nahika ora 

uddharaha nija karunaya 
All glories! All glories to Nityananda Ray! Please do 
not think of my sins and offenses. Kindly deliver me. 

dmdra asata mati tomdra name ndhi rati 

kahite na basi mukhe laja 
janame janame kata kariyachi atma-ghata 

ata-e se mora ei kaja 

My heart is very sinful and is not attracted to your 
holy name. I do not like to speak of these things. 
Shame fills my mouth. In how many repeated births 
did I destroy any chance that I had to make spiritual 
advancement? That is why I am in such a state. 

tumi-o karuna-sindhu pataki janara bandhu 

ebara karaha yadi tyaga 
patita-pavana nama nirmala se anupama 

tahate lagaye bada daga 

You are an ocean of mercy. You are the friend 
of the sinners. If you abandon me now, then your 
peerless and glorious reputation as patita-pavana 
(purifier of the fallen) will be greatly stained. 

purube yavana-adi kata kata aparadhi 

tara-icha suniyachi kane 
krsna-dasa anumani thelite naribe tumi 

yadi ghrna na karaha mane 
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Sri Nityananda Prabhu 


How many yavanas and other offenders have 
you already delivered? With my own ears I heard 
how you delivered them. I, Krishna Das, think this: 
O my Lord, if in your heart you have not become 
averse to me, then do not push me away. 0 
Bibliography 

—Jagadbandhu Bhadra (editor). Gaura-pada-tarangini. Sri Gau- 
ranga Press. Calcutta. 1931. Bengali. 

— Unknown translator. The Acarya’s Songs and Poems Glorifying 
Lord Gauranga and Lord Govinda. Found in the Vaisnava Folio 
Archives. Compiled by Sri Narasingha Caitanya Matha. No date. 
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Neglecting the Challengers 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When Rupa Goswami was in Vrindavan he was known 
as the most learned scholar. Once a mundane scholar 
came and said, “Sir, I want to talk with you on sastra.” 

Rupa Goswami said, “Why do you want to talk 
to me about sastra ?” 

He replied, “You are so well versed in the Vedic 
literatures. So I want to test you.” 

“What is the purpose?” 

“If I can defeat you, then I will be renowned.” 

Rupa Goswami thought, “What is the use of talk¬ 
ing with this rascal? He is only out for material name 
and fame,” so he replied, 

“All right. I am defeated.” 

The scholar said, “If you really think that you are 
less intelligent, then give it to me in writing.” 

Rupa Goswami replied, “All right. I am giving in 
writing that you have defeated me.” 

Jiva Goswami, Rupa’s nephew and disciple, was 
standing outside. He said, “What is that?” 

The scholar replied, “Your uncle has already 
given me in writing that he is defeated.” 

Jiva Goswami said, “Let me see.” He took the pa¬ 
per and said, “All right, let us talk now.” He defeated 
that scholar. What was his learning compared to Jiva 
Goswami’s? If someone goes to challenge a guru, a 
real guru will say, “What is the use of talking with 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

this nonsense?” He will say, “You know better than 
me.” That’s all. “Go away.” Neglect him — upeksa 
— because he has no intention of learning. He has 
come to simply waste time. 

So a person like Rupa Goswami, why will 
he waste time talking with a nonsense person? 
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Actual teaching is for students, not for outsiders. 
Student means one who has surrendered. Otherwise 
what is the use of wasting time? Therefore Krishna 
said — tad viddhipranipatena. [Bg. 4.34] Pranipata 
means fully surrendering. If you still have doubts in 
surrendering, don’t waste your time. 0 
— From a lecture on SrimadBhagavatam, Honolulu, 22 May 1976. 

Without the mercy of Baladeva 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

The killing of the six sons of Vasudeva is signifi¬ 
cant. They represent sabda , sparsa, rupa , rasa, and 
gandha — the five sense objects sound, touch, 
form, taste, and smell, plus the wicked mind. Un¬ 
less these six are killed, you cannot attain Krishna. 
Your heart will not be in suddha-sattva , so how can 
Krishna appear? So these six sons were killed prior 
to the appearance of Lord Balaram. These six were 
previously six sons of Marichi Muni. They were 
cursed, so they came in the womb of Devaki and 
were killed by Kamsa. And after Kamsa killed them 
they stayed with Bali Maharaj in Sutala. 

When the sadhaka performs sadhana under 
the expert guidance of a bona fide guru, in course 
of time these six enemies will be killed. All these 
desires for mundane enjoyment will gradually 
vanish and the sadhaka will develop a higher 
taste. When the sadhaka attains the suddha-sattva 
stage, Krishna will appear. Otherwise, as long as 
these things are there, how can one make Krishna 
appear? It is impossible. You cannot develop love 
for Krishna and you cannot be attracted to Krishna 
unless these six things are destroyed. 

When all these six were gone, Lord Balaram ap¬ 
peared in the womb of Devaki. Now her womb 
is completely free from all material tinges. It is 
suddha-sattva , completely pure, and has become 
an appropriate bed for Krishna. Anantasesh is an 
expansion of Balaram. He is in patala and carries 
this universe just like a mustard seed on one of his 
hoods and always glorifies Krishna with his unlim¬ 
ited mouths. That same Ananta first appeared in the 
womb of Rohini so that Krishna could appear there. 

Previously, Vasudev sent Rohini to Nanda-gokul. 
When Rohini Devi came, all auspiciousness was there 
in Nanda-gokul. Nanda Maharaja and his brothers, 
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all the gopis, including Yashodamata, all became 
very happy. Yashoda and Rohini were very at¬ 
tached to each other. They were like the Ganga 
and the Yamuna. When Rohini came, she was in 
her third month of pregnancy. She got pregnant 
in the month of Jyestha , and she came to Gokul 
in the month of Sravana. But Balaram took birth 
the next Sravana, a full year later. So Balaram 
appeared after 14 months, on the full moon day, 
Sravana Purnima. Jiva Goswami has mentioned 
all these things in Gopala-campu. 

At that time, all the sages, chanted, jay a! Jay a! 
Jaya! Jaya! Baladeva ki jaya! Baladeva kijaya!” 
The demigods beat their drums, blew bugles, 
and played musical instruments, while the demi¬ 
gods’ wives, the deva-vadhus, showered flowers 
on Nanda-gokul. Everyone was very happy and 
cheerful at the birth of Balaramji. When Vasudev 
got the message that Baladev was born, he sent 
a Brahmin to do the jata-karma, the purificatory 
ceremony at the time of birth. 

Lord Balaram assumes five forms to always 
help Krishna in his transcendental pastimes. He 
is mula-sahkarsana , the original sahkarsana. 
He is always with Krishna as mula-sahkarsana. 
Mula-sahkarsana! s expansion is maha-sahkar- 
sana. That expansion is in Vaikuntha. Then from 
maha-sahkarsana come three purusa-avataras: 
karanodakasayi-visnu , garbhodakasayi-visnu and 
ksirodakasayl-visnu. When this material creation 
is to take place, these three purusa-avataras ap¬ 
pear. First comes karanodakasayi-visnu. From 
him comes the second purusa-avatara , garbho- 
dakasayi-visnu. Then from him comes the third 
purusa-avatara, ksirodakasayl-visnu. These three 
purusa-avataras, plus mula-sahkarsana and 
maha-sahkarsana, are five forms of Baladev. This 
is all given in the Caitanya-caritamrta. 

Taking these five forms, Lord Balaram always helps 
Krishna in his transcendental pastimes. When Balaram 
is in Mathura and Dwarka with Krishna, he is a ksatriya. 
When he is in Brajabhumi, Nanda-gokul, Baladev is a 
cowherd boy. In that way he always serves Krishna. 

So, these three purusa-avataras — karanodakasayi- 
visnu, garbhodakasayi-visnu and ksirodakasayl-visnu 
— they come here to this material world. Karanoda- 
kasayi-visnu is maha-visnu, , who by simply casting 
a glance the material nature becomes impregnated. 
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Lord Balaram 

From him comes the second purusa-avatara , 
garbhodakasayt visnu, who is brahmanda-an- 
taryami, the indwelling Lord of the universe. Then 
the third purusa-avatara , kstrodakasayt-visnu, 
comes and enters into the heart of all living enti¬ 
ties. He is known as jlva-antaryaml 
As long as this jwa-antaryamt, paramdtmd, is there 
in your heart, you can move. You have some strength; 
you are able to do everything. That is paramdtmd! s 
krpa-bala, his merciful strength. He infuses you with 
his merciful strength. But if he withdraws his strength 
you cannot even lift your hand. Your body will be 
paralyzed. You will not be able to lift even a blade 
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of grass from the ground; this body will be 
a dead lump of matter only, nothing else. So 
Lord Balaram infuses you with his krpa-bala. 
Unless you get his mercy you cannot do 
anything, what to speak of making Krishna 
appear in your heart. 0 

— From a lecture on Srlmad Bhagavatam, Bhaktivedanta 
Manor, England, 25 August 1991. 

Krishna’s First Birthday 

Srila Jiva Goswami 

When Nandalal Krishna turned one year 
old, there was a celebration for his birthday 
in the auspicious month of Bhadrapada. On 
that day, following the instructions of Garga 
Muni, puja was performed for Krishna, and a 
great festival of chanting auspicious mantras 
was arranged by Nanda Maharaja. 

In that festival various instruments were 
played, and numerous songs were sung. 
Artists performed dances and dramas. An 
enchanting abhiseka was performed for 
Krishna. A multitude of gifts were lovingly 
offered to him, and a variety of sweet, ex¬ 
cited voices of the vrajavasts could be heard. 
There was a six-part ceremony involving 
sesame seeds, invoking auspiciousness for 
Krishna: 1) tilodvartl, applying sesame paste 
on the body of Krishna; 2) tilasnayl , bath¬ 
ing Krishna with water mixed with sesame 
seeds; 3) tilahoml , offering sesame seeds 
into the sacred fire; 4) tilapradi, giving 
sesame seeds in charity to brahmanas\ 5) 
tilabhuk, feeding Krishna with preparations 
made from sesame seeds; and 6) tilavapi, 
planting sesame seeds in the ground. Various 
objects like dust, aguru , grains, and green durva 
grass, etc., were applied to Krishna’s body. An 
auspicious ceremony called matsya-mocana was 
performed to increase Krishna’s life-span. In this 
way, his birthday was celebrated. Thereafter, with 
each passing year, the festivities went on increasing 
such that there seemed to be a direct relationship 
between the age of Krishna and the scale of the 
festivities observed on his birthday. 

Whatever foodgrains and clothes were given as gifts 
by the elders to Krishna became the cause of name 
and fame for those who had gifted them, since people 
would say things like, “This cloth was given by Upanan- 
da,” and, “Those grains were given by Abhinanda.” 
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Mother Yasoda was playing with baby Krishna in 
her lap in the main hall of the palace. Sometimes 
she would touch the face of Krishna with her face, 
sometimes she would kiss him, and sometimes 
she would speak some childish babble to please 
Krishna. In this way, when Krishna would laugh 
she would also laugh and would be immersed in 
hundreds of streams of boundless happiness. 0 

— Translated by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from the Sanskrit found 
at www.granthamandira.org. 

Pt.f.a.sf. Protect Us! 

Srila Jiva Goswami 

pahi cirarh vraja-raja-kumara 

asman atra siso sukumara 

[Refrain] O prince of Vraja, O young child! Please 
protect us in Vrindavan for a long time! 

drutatara-vrddhi-samrddhi-gatena 

sam bhavatad bhavatabhimatena 

O prince of Vraja, who quickly attained vigor and 
strength, please bestow auspiciousness upon us! 

sprhaydmas te hasita-mukhaya 

ahgana-sahgata-rihga-sukhdya 

We desire to see your smiling face at all times. We 
desire to see you crawl in the courtyard of Yasoda. 

go-baldvali-lumdlambi 

calanam tava valatdm avilambi ,—. 
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Krishna drinks from a Vraja cow's udder 

We desire to see you going about, holding the 
tail of a calf. 

saha go-savaka-gama-ramanena 
sukhayasi hanta kada kamanena 

Oh! When will you please us by playing with the 
beautiful calves? 

go-gana-carana-viharanam asya 
sa tu pasyed vara-bhagyam yasya 

Only really fortunate souls are able to see your 
pastimes of herding the cows. 

dusta-kadala-dada-susthu-balaya 

bhava-sistali-visista-phalaya 

With your great strength you’ll crush the wicked and 
bestow special gifts on your righteous followers. 0 

— Translated by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from the Sanskrit found 
at www.granthamandira.org. 



Unknown artist. Gita Press. 













Sri SKriskutL CKidkamri-tci 

B> PKCIK 


Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 234 SnAnnada Ekadasi 


5 Sept 2010 



• Greater than Krishna 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

• Raval, The Birthplace of Radha 

Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 


• This Daughter of Yours 

Jnana Dasa 

• The Glories of Radha 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhusan’s Aisvarya Kadambinl 


Circulation 3,330 



Greater than Krishna 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In the last verse of his Siksastakam, Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu gives us this instruction, aslisya va 
pada-ratam pinastu mam adarsanan marma- 
hatam karotu va. Adarsanam — everyone wants 
to see Krishna, but a pure devotee says, “No, if 
you don’t like to see me, that’s all right. You can 
break my heart. I may always pray to see you. But 
if you do not come and instead break my heart, 
that is also accepted by me. I shall still worship 
you.” This is pure devotion. Not that, “I asked 
Krishna to come before me dancing and he did 
not come. So I gave up this nonsense, and now 
the Krishna consciousness movement has no value 
for me.” Like that. 

This is Radharani’s attitude. When Krishna left 
Vrindavan, all the gopis passed their days simply 
crying for Krishna. But they never condemned 
Krishna. Krishna was also thinking of them, 
because the gopis are the topmost devotees. 
There is no comparison to the devotion of the 
gopis. Therefore Krishna was always obliged to 
them. Krishna said to the gopis, “You have to 
be satisfied with your own business. I cannot 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

return back anything for your love.” Krishna, 
the Supreme, the all-powerful, was unable to 
repay the debt he considered that he owed to 
the gopis. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu therefore said 
ramya kacid upasana vraja-vadhu-vargena yd 
kalpita. There is no better worship than what 
was conceived by the gopis. Therefore, the gopis 
are the topmost devotees. And amongst the go¬ 
pis, Srimati Radharani is the topmost. Therefore 
Srimati Radharani is greater than Krishna. 0 
— From a lecture on Bhagavad-Gita, London, 4 August 1973. 
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Raval, The Birthplace of Radha 

Adapted from the fifth wave of 
Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Sri Bhakti-ratndkara 

In thefifth wave of Sri Bhakti Ratnakara, Narahari 
Chakravarti Thakurglorifies the birthplace ofSrimati 
Radharani. In this first excerpt, he quotes Raghava 
Pandit’s discussion with Srinivas Acharya while 
touring various places in Vraja. 

ahesrinivasa dekha e ‘ravala’-grama 
etha vrsabhanura vasati anupama 

sn-radhika prakata ha-ila eikhane 
yahara prakate sukha vyapila bhuvane 

O Srinivas, just see Raval, the village where Ma¬ 
haraja Vrishabhanu happily resided. Sri Radhika ap¬ 
peared here and by her auspicious appearance the 
whole world became filled with joy. (5.1809-1810) 

gandharvaya jani-manir abhud yatra sahkirtitayam 
anandotkaih sura-muni-naraih kirtidd-garbha-khanydm 
gopi-gopaih surabhi-nikaraih samparite ’tra mukhe 
ravalyakhye vrsaravi-pure priti-puro mamdstdm 

[Srila Raghunath Das Goswami, in Vraja-vilasa- 
stava, text 90, prays as follows:] Praised by jubilant 
devas, rishis, and human beings, the womb of 
Kirtida is like a mine from which the precious gem 
Sri Radha appeared. May I be filled with love for 
Raval — the place of Maharaja Vrishabhanu, which 
is surrounded in all directions by surabhi cows, 
cowherd boys and gopis. 

Seeing Radha’s beauty on the occasion of her 
appearance, her parents became agitated in love 
and were unable to take their minds away from 
her. Desiring auspiciousness for their daughter, 
they gave various gifts in charity. Who can de¬ 
scribe this scene? Only fortunate souls can see. 
Sri Radha would wander around with many other 
girls and her mother felt joyful while watching her. 
Maharaja Vrishabhanu and his associates would 
sit and watch her. In this way there was no limit 
to the happiness in Raval. 

O Srinivas, after coming from Gokula, Gau- 
rachandra and his associates stayed here for 
some time. He became overwhelmed with ec¬ 
static love when he saw Raval. What to speak 
of others, even Ananta Sesh cannot adequately 
describe his feelings of ecstatic love for this 
place. When Lord Gaurahari was here, people 
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came running from all directions, chanting the 
holy name of Lord Hari and exclaiming, “O 
brother, see this jewel amongst the sannyasts. ” 
Everyone became mad while drinking the nec¬ 
tar of the Lord’s moon-like face. Greatly happy, 
they spoke to one another, “I have concluded 
that he is definitely Krishna. By his own will, 
he is wandering throughout Vraja in this form.” 

Someone else said, “By seeing this golden 
complexioned form of the Lord, I am unable to 
speak, although I wish to.” 

After saying these things, by the mercy of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu the people became agi¬ 
tated in love and tears flowed from their eyes. After 
manifesting his transcendental pastimes here, the 
Lord, along with the sanodiya brahmana, went on 
to Mathura. O Srinivas, this place where Radhika 
performed her enchanting childhood pastimes is 
most confidential. 






Nama-tattva 


Rising Sun of the Name 

Sri Lakshmidhar 

The poet Sri Lakshmidhar is considered to be a 
godbrother of Srila Sridhar Swami, thefamous Oris- 
san commentator on the Bhagavatam cited by Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. The below verse is from 
Lakshmidhar’s book Bhagavan-nama-kaumudi, 
which describes the glories of Krishna’s holy names. 

arhhah samharad akhilam 
sakrd udayad eva sakala-lokasya 
taranir iva timira-jaladhim 
jayati jagan-mangalam haver nama 

As the rising sun immediately dissipates all the 
world’s darkness, which is deep like an ocean, so 
the holy name of the Lord, if chanted once without 
offenses, can dissipate all the reactions of a living 
being’s sinful life. All glories to that holy name of the 
Lord, which is auspicious for the entire world! 0 

— Quoted in Rupa Goswami’s Padyavali, text 16, and in Cc. 
antya 3.181. 
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Narahari Chakravarti Thakur also composed a 
song in this connection: 

aju ki ananda vrsabhanura mandire 
janmila radhika-dein krttika-udare 

Who can understand the great joy in Vrishabhanu’s 
house when Radhika appeared from the womb of 
Kirtida? 

disd dasa kare alo-rupera chataya 
ye dekhe bareka td’ra tapa dure yay a 

Sri Radha’s effulgent form illuminated the ten direc¬ 
tions. Whoever once sees her is freed from the threefold 
miseries. 

sukomala tanujini kanaka-lavam 
aha marifkibd prati ahgera balani 

Her body is extremely soft and her complexion is 
like molten gold. Alas! How is it possible to describe 
the exquisite movements of her limbs? 

janani-janaka-dhrti dharite na pare 
kata sadhe candamukha dekhe bare bare 

Seeing her beauty, her parents could not control 
their excitement and repeatedly looked at her moon¬ 
like face. 

jayajaya kalarave bharila bhuvana 
gaoye mahgala-gita gopanaft-gana 

All the elderly gopis sang auspicious songs and the 
entire universe became filled with the sound of “Jaya! 
Java!” 

bajaye vividha badya parama rasala 
nacaye sakala loka bale, — bhdla bhala 

The sounds of various instruments enchanted ev¬ 
eryone and people began dancing as they exclaimed, 
“Very good! Very good!” 

dadhi dudha haldi ahgane chadaiya 
hasaye hasaya kata bhahgi prakasiya 

Turmeric, yogurt, and milk were scattered in the 
courtyard for the occasion and the cowherd men 
laughed and made others laugh with their gestures. 

vipra, vandi-gane dana kare ndnd bhati 
dekhi ghanasyama o na rahga sukhe mati 

The brahmins and the singers were offered valuable 
gifts and Ghanashyam (Narahari Chakravarti Thakur), 
says that although he is seeing this scene, he is unable 
to relish its happiness. 
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Kirtida shows a picture of Krishna to baby Radha 

This Daughter of Yours 

Juana Das 

e tora balika, candera kalika 

dekhiya judaya ahkhi 
hena mane laya, sadai hrdaye 

pasara kariya rakhi 

This daughter of yours resembles the budding moon. 
Her sight soothes my eyes. I feel as if I should always 
keep her deep within the crevices of my heart. 

suna vrsabhanu-priye 
ki hena kariya, kolete rekhecha 

e hena sonarajhiye 

(Choms) O Kirtida, beloved of Vrishabhanu! How 
beautifully you have placed your golden-hued daugh¬ 
ter on your lap. Please listen to what I say. 

tadita jiniya, vadana sundara 

mukhe hasi ache adha 
ganake ye nama, se nama rakhuka, 

amara rakhilama radha 

Her beautiful face overpowers the brilliance of light¬ 
ning, as she slightly smiles. Let the astrologers suggest 
any suitable name, but I’ll only call her Radha. 
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svarupa laksana, ati vilaksana 

tulana diba vd kiye 

mahapurusera, preyasl ha-ibe 

sonariba yadijlye 

Her natural characteristics are so extraordinary, 
how can they be compared to anything else? Mark 
my words, O Kirtida, one day she’ll be the beloved 
of a great personality. 


duhita baliya, duhkha nd bhaviha 

inho uddhariba vamsa 
jnanadasa kahe, sunechi kamala 

inhara amsera amsa 


Don’t be distressed that you’re blessed with a 
daughter, for she’ll deliver your entire lineage. 
Jnana Das says, “I’ve heard that even Lakshmi Devi 
is an expansion of her expansion.” 0 


— Translation by Krishnabhishek Das, assisted by Uddhava Das and 
Bhakta Biplov Belel. 


Click to listen to Gour Govinda Swami sing this 


song: [http ://www. archive. org/ details/EiToraBalika 
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The beautiful daughter of Maharaja Vrishabhanu 

The Glories of Radii a 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhusart’s 

Aisvarya Kddambim 5-21-22 

yam varnayantah kavayopi vibhyus 
candraravindadi ninindur uccaih 
dhyanena yasya nitibhis ca sasvat 
pramodam uccair hrdayesu bhejuh 

When poets attempt to describe Sri Radha they beco¬ 
me filled with awe and they loudly rebuke the moon, 
the lotus, and other beautiful things of this world. By 
constantly meditating on Sri Radha and by repeatedly 
offering obeisances to her, these poets attain intense 
happiness within their hearts. 

kataksa-patad abhajanta yasya 
vibhutayah sawa-vidhah prakasam 
guna-vrajan vaktum adhisvaropi 
sasaka no nanda-sutah samastan 

Every kind of transcendental glory and opulence is 
manifest from Sri Radha’s sidelong glance. Even Lord 
Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is not 
able to describe them all. 0 
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Test of Initiation 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

To actually be engaged in service, to be officially 
initiated and having taken up the service of the Lord, 
is the stage called bhajana-kriya. And bhajana-kriya 
results in anartha-nivrtti. At anartha-nivrtti stage, 
all anarthas , all rascal habits — illicit sex, intoxica¬ 
tion, meat-eating, and gambling — will be no more. 

That is the test whether you are actually initi¬ 
ated. If you do not detest all these nonsense habits 
then you must know that you are not making any 
progress. Because anartha-nivrtti is the result of 
bhajana-kriya. Anartha-nivrttih syat — if you are 
actually making advancement in bhajana-kriya 
then these attachments will be finished. Pararh 
drstva nivartate [Bg. 9-59]. But it is not by force. 
By appreciating the better condition of life, one 
rejects all this nonsense. That is advancement. 
Then nistha , firm faith, develops. Then comes 
ruci, taste. You cannot do without it. Just like the 
drunkard, he cannot remain without drinking. 
Similarly, a devotee is also a drunkard. He can¬ 
not remain without Krishna consciousness. That 
is called ruci , taste. Tato rucih tathasaktih. Then 
comes attachment to Krishna. That is required. 0 

— From a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 3.25.15 in Bombay, 
15 November 1974. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The Great Stumbling Block 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Guru and Gauranga never teach crookedness. 
Mahaprabhu teaches saralata ei vaisnavata — 
“Simplicity is vaisnavism.” With this mood, develop 
simplicity in your heart and you will be able to serve 
guru and Gauranga. If you have developed some 
crookedness, kapatya, in your heart, you cannot 
serve guru and Gauranga. Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vati Thakur has said, “We are followers of guru and 
Gauranga. Gauranga Mahaprabhu has ordered — 
amara ajhaya guru hand tarn ’ ei desa. Whoever 
you meet, you speak what Krishna has said. Do not 
manufacture or concoct anything. Simply say what 
Krishna has said. Just repeat it as it is. So I order you 
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to become guru, amara ajhaya guru hand tarn’ 
ei desa, and you deliver the whole world.” So this 
order has come to my guru-pada. 

The order has come to my guru and my guru deliv¬ 
ered the same order to me. Therefore I am doing the 
work of guru. We should not cultivate any duplicity in 
it. We should follow this order with great simplicity. 
We should not learn this duplicity at all, because guru 
and Gauranga do not teach duplicity. They teach us 
only simplicity. To carry out the order of guru and 
Gauranga we can kick out anything. Day and night, 
twenty-four hours, we should be engaged in the lov¬ 
ing service of guru and Gauranga, cultivating simplic¬ 
ity in our heart. We should not cultivate any sort of 
duplicity. A crooked person may pretend that he is 
the number one servant of guru and Gauranga, but 
guru and Gauranga know the heart of such a person. 

One who is really sleeping can easily be awak¬ 
ened. But one who is pretending to asleep cannot be 
awakened. If he is really sleeping he can be awak¬ 
ened by sound vibration —“Hey, you get up!” But 
you cannot wake up one who is pretending to be 
asleep, because he is a crooked person, a pretender. 

If it is required to go to hell by following and execut¬ 
ing gum and Gauranga’s order as it is, we are prepared 
to go to hell, but we will not practice any sort of duplic¬ 
ity. Even if a crooked person goes to brahmaloka , to 
the planet where Brahma stays, he cannot be deliv¬ 
ered. He will fall down from that position very soon. 
By cultivating simplicity, if by chance someone goes 
to hell, gum and Gauranga will go to hell to deliver 
him, because he is a simple-hearted person. 

It is said, sadhu-guru-mahajana patita-pavana, 
kapati-pavana nai, gum and Gauranga are deliver¬ 
ers of the patitas, the most degraded. But they are 
not the deliverers of the crooked. Those persons 
who are crooked by nature are speculators. They 
speculate on various matters and they never follow 
instmetions as they are. They add their own delibera¬ 
tion and twist things. They never accept the essence. 

They carry a big burden, like an ass, a beast of 
burden. They accept the unwanted things and not the 
essence. Such duplicitous, crooked persons, cannot 
accept the essence, the sara. Such persons accept 
asat , the temporary, as sat, eternal. They cannot un¬ 
derstand what is good and what is bad because they 
are speculators. They never follow the instmetions of 
sadhu-guru-mahajana in a simple way. They make 
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that which is very simple into something very 
difficult. They adopt a zigzag way and avoid the 
simple way, because they are not simple-hearted. 
They are crooked by nature. So they cannot get 
perfection. This crookedness is a great hindrance 
and stumbling block on the path of perfection. 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 27 November 1991- 

Premi-Bhaktas of the Lord 

Srila Bhahtivinode Thakura 

When sadhana-bhakti matures or when a little 
bhava awakens by the association of devotees, it 
should be understood that the jurisdiction of vaidhi- 
bhaktihas been crossed. The symptoms of the nine 
processes of devotional service are found equally 
in both sadhana-bhakti and bhava-bhakti, but in 
bhava-bhaktithey are deeper. In bhava-bhakti, the 
internal mood of a servant, friend, or surrendered 
soul becomes more prominent. In sadhana-bhakti, 
gross bodily activities are more prominent, but in 
bhava-bhakti\he activities of the spiritually reflected 
subtle body, being very close to the subtle existence 
of the soul, are more prominent than gross bodily 
activities. In this situation, one’s bodily requirements 
diminish and one’s desire and endeavor to attain 
prayojana become very strong. At that time one 
develops from among the limbs of sadhana-bhakti 
a special taste for chanting the holy names. 

When bhdvanM\ures,prema-bhaktiawakens. Persons 
who have attained the stage of prema-bhakti achieve all 
desirable things. Their pure powerful existence weakens 
their gross and spiritually reflected, subtle, existences. 
There is no superior state in life than this. 

Many apparent contradictions may be found in 
the characteristics of persons in prema-bhakti Their 
characteristics, however, are actually most pure and 
independent. Regulations or reason cannot control 
them. They are not under the control of any scriptural 
or sectarian injunctions. Their activities emanate 
from compassion, and their knowledge is naturally 
pure. They are beyond the dualities of piety and 
impiety, religion and irreligion. They always remain 
situated in the self, and they always see vaikuntha, 
even though they may reside in a material body. 

They do not receive much respect among the gen¬ 
eral mass of people, because those with weak faith or 
insufficient qualification are unable to understand their 
spiritual advancement and thus are seen to criticize them. 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's prema-nama sankirtana 


The premi-bhaktas perfectly understand the purport 
of the scriptures, and according to the situation they 
may sometimes act contrary to specific scriptural in¬ 
junctions. Seeing this, ass-like people may call them 
misbehaved. Sectarian people who see that they are 
not decorated with the signs of a sect conclude that 
they are irreligious. Logicians who see their loving 
dealings may consider those dealings unreasonable. 
Dry renunciates who see their physical and family 
endeavors may mistakenly consider them as attached 
to their house or body. Persons attached to material 
enjoyment who see their detachment from work may 
suspect that they are inefficient. Jhanls who see their 
indifference towards impersonalism may consider 
them unreasonable. Materialists may consider them 
mad. But actually they are fully independent and 
spiritually situated. For all such people, the premi- 
bhaktas are aimless and incomprehensible. 

Although the exalted preml-bhakta^ devotional ser¬ 
vice sometimes resembles fruitive activities, it is never 
actually tinged with karma, because whatever activities 
they perform are only meant for their liberation from 
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fruitive activities, not entanglement. Although their 
devotional service sometimes resembles speculative 
knowledge, it is never actually tinged with jriana , 
because their pure knowledge is not polluted with 
the dirt of impersonalism or voidism. Although 
knowledge and renunciation is their wealth, they 
do not consider these to be a part of their devotional 
service, because it has been concluded that bhaktiis 
different from knowledge and renunciation. 

The swanlike premi-bhaktas are worshipable 
examples for all devotees, even though they act like 
a farmer amongst farmers, a businessman amongst 
businessmen, a servant amongst servants, a general 
amongst soldiers, a husband with his wife, a parent 
with his child, a wife with her husband, a child with its 
parents, a brother with his brothers, a chastiser with 
the criminals, a king with his subjects, a subject with 
his king, a thoughtful person amongst the learned, a 
doctor with his patient, or a patient with his doctor. 

By the mercy of the pure devotees, we constantly 
desire, with undeviating attention, the shelter of the lo¬ 
tus feet of the divine couple, who is their only wealth. 
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O premt-bhakta mahajanad Please shower the rain 
of your mercy in the form of your association, and 
moisten our hard heart, which is attached to argument 
and crushed by material enjoyment. Let the wonder¬ 
ful transcendental truth of the divine couple, who are 
the Absolute Truth without a second, be reflected in 
our purified and melted hearts. 0 

— Concluding words of Sri Krsna-Samhita. Translated by 
Bhumipati Das. Edited by Sri Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajaraj 
Press. 1998. Vrindavan. 

The Glories of Thakur Haridas 

By an unknown Vaishnava 

jayajaya prabhu morn thakura haridasa 
ye karila hari-namera mahima prakasa 

All glories, all glories to my master Thakur Haridas, 
who broadcast the glories of the holy name everywhere. 

gaura-bhakta gana madhye sarva agraganya 
yahra guna gaiya kande apane caitanya 

Among all the devotees of Gaura, Haridas is 
the best. Singing the glories of Haridas’ character, 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu himself cried. 

advaita acarya prabhura priya prema-sima 
teriho sejanena haridasera mahima 

Adwaita Acharya Prabhu is the last limit of love 
for Mahaprabhu. He could grasp the depth of the 
glories of Haridas Thakur. 
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Mahaprabhu carries the body of Haridas Thakur 


nityananda-canda yafire prana hena jane 
car ana parase mahi deha dhanya mane 

Even Lord Nityananda considers him to be his life. 
By the touch of the lotus feet of Thakur Haridas, 
the earth considers herself to be fortunate. 

hare krsna hare rama ke sunabe ara 
haridasa chede gela prana varied bhara 

From whom shall we hear the Hare Krishna 
maha-mantra ? Since Haridas has left us, life has 
become a great burden. 

haridasa achila pnhivira ‘ siromani’ 
tehho vina ratna-sunya haila medini 

Haridas was the crest-jewel of this world; without 
him, this world is now bereft of a valuable gem. 

jay a haridasa’ bali’ kara hari-dhvani 
eta bali’ mahaprabhu nacaye apani 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu therefore told everyone, 
a Say ‘All glories to Haridas Thakur!’ and chant the holy 
nameofHari.” Sayingthis, he personally began to dance. 

sabe gaya ,— jay a jaya jay a haridasa 
namera mahima yehho karila prakasa 

Everyone began to chant, “All glories to Haridas 
Thakur, who revealed the importance of chanting 
the holy name of the Lord!” 0 

— Translated from Dina Narottam Das (chota)’s Sri Manohara 
Bhajana Dipika. Published by Sri Sudhasindhu Das. Govardhan. 
Gaurabda 519. Bengali, pp. 785-786. 
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Going Beyond Apprenticeship 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The more you are engaged in devotional service, the 
more your senses become pure or uncovered. And 
when they are completely uncovered, without any 
designations, then you are capable of serving Krishna. 
Vaidhi-bhaktns apprenticeship. Real bhakti, para-bhak- 
ti, is raganuga-bhakti. After surpassing vaidhi-bhakti, 
we have to come to raganuga-bhakti. In the material 
world, if we do not try to make further progress in de¬ 
votional service, if we are simply sticking to the sastric 
regulation process and do not try to go beyond that, 
we remain kanistha-adhikafis. The sastric process of 
regulation is required. Without the sastric process you 
cannot go to that platform. But if we only stick to the 
sastric process and do not try to improve ourselves, we 
remain kanistha-adhikafis. The sastric process is kani- 
stha-adhikara, the lowest stage of devotional service. 

arcayam eva haraye pujam yah sraddhayehate 
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah 

Generally, when people come to the temple they are 
very devoted to the deity. They offer their respects, offer 
flowers and other things, follow the regulated process, and 
circumambulate. This is a nice beginning. But one has to 
go above this. One has to know who is actually a devotee. 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


One has to do good for others. That is a madhyama- 
adhikafi. If I am satisfied with only worshiping the deity 
in the temple and following regulative principles, and I 
have no other idea, then I am prakrta-bhakta. Prakrta 
means on the material platform. Such a devotee can fall 
down at any moment because he’s on the prakrta stage. 
And prakrta means this gunamayi, prakrti, the three 
modes of material nature. It is very strong. 

Any devotee can fall down if he remains a prakrta- 
bhakta. He has to raise himself above this to the level of 
madhyama-adhikara. We are enjoying the interactions 
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of the three modes of material nature and we are thinking 
it to be spiritual. My guru-maharaja used to say that it is 
like licking a bottle of honey. That is not real honey. You 
have to open the bottle and experience the real honey, 
then you’ll get a taste. That is advancement of spiritual 
knowledge. Srimad Bhdgavatam describes [3.25.25], 
satarh prasahgdn mama urya-samvido bhavanti hrt- 
kama-rasdyandh kathah — In the association of pure 
devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and 
satisfying to the ear and the heart. 

Therefore, if we do not associate with advanced devo¬ 
tees, uttama-adhikafis ; if we simply want to remain in 
the lowest stage of devotional service, then we are not 
making progress. Then we shall simply enjoy the mate¬ 
rial field without entering into the spiritual platform. 0 

— From a lecture on Srimad Bhdgavatam 1.2.33 in Vrindavan, 12 
November 1972. 

Bhagavatam Within 
Chaitanya Charitamrita 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur 

True well being will be available to the people of the 
world only if they listen to the discourse on bhagavata 
fromonewhoishimselfaperson bhagavata, who is lead¬ 
ing the practical life of a true devotee without maintaining 
the slightest attachment for the life of a karmi or the life 
of a monistic jhani. Even if all the books of the world 
were to be burned, there would be no harm provided 
one treatise was left—the Srimad Bhdgavatam. Even if 
thousands of learning centers were to be abolished, there 
would be no feeling of inconvenience, provided the read¬ 
ing and teaching of the Srimad Bhdgavatam would be 
continued. But what a wonder! What irony! This book of 
books has been converted into a commodity for traffick¬ 
ing! The course the world is taking is just the opposite of 
the teaching Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu gave. 

There is no other book in the world like the Sri¬ 
mad Bhdgavatam. This is not mere tittle-tattle or an 
exaggerated homage. If one reflects on it as a truly 
impartial judge, one will realize that there has not 
been, nor will there ever be a book like the Bhdga¬ 
vatam. This book presents a gradual evolution of 
conceptions of the absolute, from better to best, as 
non-existent, denied, attributeless, neuter, masculine, 
couple, consort by marriage, and, lastly, paramour. 

2 



Lord Narayana 


Sri Krishna’s sports are described in the tenth canto. 
What, then, is the necessity of the preceding nine 
cantos? In them has been shown the deliberation 
of these conceptions to prepare the ground for 
introducing the main subject — the description of 
Krishna’s transcendental sportive dalliances with 
the gopis of Vraja, in the gopi-gita, etc., of the tenth 
canto. There were many who had read the Srimad 
Bhdgavatam before Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came 
into this world. However, the real purport and actual 
object of the Srimad Bhdgavatam is only compre¬ 
hensible to those who have read it after reading the 
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
was written by Sri Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami, 
one of the chief followers of the line of Sri Rupa 
Goswami. These persons have read the Srimad 
Bhdgavatam inside of the Caitanya-caritamrta. 
The unrefined ease-loving people who pretend to 
be vaisnavas may read the Srimad Bhdgavatam , 
and the mercenary discoursers may explain it — 
but according to the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta they 
only misconstrue and cover the true meaning. Their 
elucidation may please the mind of their readers and 
hearers, but they only make the way to hell easier 
to access for themselves and their admirers. 0 

— From Sri Chaitanya’s Teachings. Edited by Sri Bhakti Vilas Tirtha 
Goswami Maharaja. Sree Gaudiya Math. Madras. Page 238-241. 
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Unknown artist. Painting from the wall of the Radha 
Gopal temple in Purusottampur village, Orissa. 
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Faithfulness to One’s Guru 

Srila Narahari Sarkar Th a hum’s 
Srt Krsna-Bhajanamrta, verses 42-58 

sakala-vaisnava eva guravah. tatra diksa-guravah 
siksa-guravas ca visesatah santi tayor eva karyam. 

All vaisnavas are to be considered as gurus, spiritual 
masters. Amongst all the vaisnavas , the initiating gum 
(diksa-guru) and instmcting gum ( siksa-guru ) are 
special. It is proper to offer these two a special level of 
respect. The orders of these two are to be followed. 

yadi tav alpa-balau tathapy anya-mahatdm 
mukhac chiksa visesamjhatvapigurave deyam. tad 
evagurusupathaniyam na tugurau held kartavya, 
yatha sneha-bhajana-putro ’rthoparjanam pitre 
dattva prarthya ca svayam bhuhkte. yadi svayam 
aniya khadati, tatah kuputrah papi syat. 

If one’s initiating spiritual master and instmcting 
spiritual master are of small spiritual potency, or in other 
words, if they do not possess a special power to give 
spiritual instructions on devotional service, then one may 
listen from the mouth of other great advanced vaisna¬ 
vas and understand the special instructions. However, 
thereafter the disciple must go to his spiritual master for 
his confirmation of those instructions. A faithful son goes 
out to earn money, then brings the wealth gained to his 
father, then later asks for some allowance from the father, 
and whatever he receives from the father he is entitled to 
spend for his own enjoyment. If a son earns money but 
does not give it to the father and instead directly enjoys 
the wealth, he is considered to be a fallen son and a sinful 
person. Similarly, a disciple may hear some instructions 
from another advanced vaisnava, but after gaining that 
good instmction he must bring it and present it to his 
own spiritual master. After presenting it, he should 
hear the same teachings from his spiritual master with 
appropriate instmctions. A disciple who listens to the 
words of other vaisnavas , even if their instmctions are 
proper and tme, but does not reconfirm those teach¬ 
ings with his own spiritual master and instead directly, 
personally accepts those instmctions, is considered a 
bad disciple and a sinner. In any case, one should not 
disobey the order of the spiritual master. 

tasmat sarvatra vaisnavanam guroh samadhikara 
puja karya. tathapi kaya-mano-vakyair guror eva 
sevanam kuryat. karya-kale parair guror ava- 
helayam guror eva gurus tat-paksa eva grahyah. 
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For this reason, in all circumstances all vai¬ 
snavas are to be offered respect like one offers 
respect to one’s spiritual master. However, with 
body, mind and words one serves one’s own 
spiritual master. In the performance of devotional 
activities one can disregard the instructions of 
other gurus, but one should not disregard one’s 
own guru’s instructions. One should always re¬ 
main faithfully with one’s own guru. 

pasya, pasya, yatha pita gurus tathd tasya bhrata 
grajo ’nujah, pitur adhika-pujyo vd pitus cedatmiya 
eva vd, tathapi pituh pita-gurur api guruh, tasya puja 
dvi-guniteti saili loka-prasiddha, atra yadi pitaram 
karya-kale ete vrthaiva garhayanti, tarhipataiva gu¬ 
ruh, pituh paksa eva asrayaniyas tad balenaiva jiva- 
lambanam karyam.pitagururvapatirva nirguno pi 
pujya eva. etesam balan mahadbhirjhanibhirvasaha 
vivaditavyam ke nama-janah pituh kalahke jivanti? 

Kindly understand this by an example: Just as 
one respects one’s father as a guru, the father’s 
older and younger brothers are also similarly re¬ 
spected, but, nonetheless, the father is worthy of 
the most respect. Notwithstanding the above, if the 
father’s guru, even if he is family related, comes, 
one should double the respect, as he is the spiritual 
father of the father, or the guru of the guru. He is 
offered twice the puja or respect. This behavior is 
recognized as appropriate by all authorities. Just 
like in day to day life, even though the brothers 
of the father may openly criticize him, one still 
takes shelter of one’s father. Similarly, one remains 
under the shelter of one’s own spiritual master, 
even if the spiritual master is criticized by his el¬ 
der or younger godbrothers. Just as one depends 
upon one’s father for one’s livelihood, one must 
depend upon the strength of the spiritual master 
for advancing in devotional service. If a father 
or spiritual master or husband is not possessed 
of outstanding qualities, still he is always wor- 
shipable. Taking shelter of the above-mentioned 
persons, one may even disagree with those senior 
to oneself. In this world, what kind of person is 
there who can remain alive at the expense of his 
father’s or guru’s defamation or disgrace? 

balabalam khalu-jivanam sarve tad anumatam 
eva guru-mukhad vd sva-buddhya vd vyavaharan- 
titi kramah, atmanam tad-dasye tada ganayanti. 
esa eva paro dharmah. 
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One should live his life on the strength of the 
spiritual master. All authorities agree to this princi¬ 
ple. It is the duty of the disciple to hear instructions 
from the guru and act on them after due contem¬ 
plation. In all cases, one should always consider 
himself the servant of the spiritual master. This is 
certainly the perfection of religiosity. 0 
Bibliography 

— Sri Krishna Bhajanamrta. English translation by Bhanu 
Swami, Sanskrit/Bengali editing by Subhag Swami. 

— Sri-krsna-bhajanamrtam. Sanskrit transliteration published by 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira: http://www.granthamandira.com 

Great Misfortune 

Ramachandra Das 

ha ha mora ki chara adrsta 
yahe gaura prakatila, amara janama naila 
tehi mufti adhama papistha 

(Refrain) Alas! What has fate ordained for me? It brought 
me something useless, like a pile of ashes! When Lord 
Gaura manifested his pastimes, I was not born. There¬ 
fore, I am the lowest and most sinful. 

nd herinu gauracanda, nd herinu nityananda 
nd herinu advaita gosahi 
thakura sri-sarakara, nd herinu pada tahra 
nd herinu srivasa gadai 

I could not see Lord Gaurachandra! I could not see 
Nityananda and Adwaita Gosai! I could not see the 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 


lotus feet of Narahari Sarkar Thakur! I could not 
see Shrivas and Gadadhar Pandit! 

ki mora karmera lekha, se saha nahila dekha 
eka ami kena janaminu 

saba avatara sara, sri-gaurahga avatara 

nd dekhinu kena nd marinu 
Due to my past karma, fate has ordained that I 
would not see any of them. Why was I born alone 
like this, away from them? I did not see Lord Gau- 
ranga, the essence of all incarnations. Not having 
seen them, why have I not died? 

prabhura priya sva-gana, thakura vamsi-vadana 
suta-suta hao muni tarn 

ahe gaura nityananda, tabe kena mati manda 
ramacandra ati duracara 

I am the grandson of Vamshivadan Thakur, who 
was a dear associate of the Lord. O Lord Gaura- 
Nityananda! Why was the misbehaved fool Ram¬ 
achandra Das not born then? 0 

Bibliography 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


A Show of Religion 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Making a show of religionwithout Krishna consciousness 
may make one popular in the estimation of unintelligent 
men, but factually such a materialistic display of spiritual 
advancement does not help one at all; it will not prevent 
one from missing the goal of life. 0 
— Purport to Bhag. 7.15.29 

next column 


Srila Gopal Guru Goswami 

Although he is a famous follower of Sri Chaitanya Maha- 
prabhu, Srila Gopal Gum Goswami’s name does not ap¬ 
pear in either the Caitanya-bhagavata of Srila Vrindavan 
Das Thakur or in Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami’s 
Caitanya-caritamrta. Vakresvara-carita is a book writ¬ 
ten in 1900 by Amritalal Pal, a devotee in the line of Srila 
Vakreshwar Pandit. In the madhya section of the book he 
describes Gopal Gum as being one of the most prominent 
disciples of Srila Vakreshwar Pandit: 

candrasekhara, sankararanya acarya ei duijana 
govinddnanda, devananda, nahika kathan 

gopdla-guru gosvdmira gunera nahi lekha 
vakresvara pariditera eipanca-sakha 

Chandrashekhar and Shankararanya Acharya, these 
two along with Govindananda and Devananda, and 
Gopal Guru Goswami, are the five branches of the 
tree of Srila Vakreshwar Pandit. It is not possible 
to describe their wonderful qualities. (Vakresvara- 
carita, madhya, p. 116) 

Gopal Gum was bom in a family of Orissan brahmins. 
His father’s name was Murari Pandit. His parents gave him 
the name Makaradhvaja Pandit. It is said that by the mercy 
of Mahaprabhu’s servant Govinda, Makaradhvaja was able 
to render personal service to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Mahaprabhu used to affectionately call the boy “Gopal”. 

How he became known as Gopal Gum is an interest¬ 
ing story with several slightly varying versions. From his 
childhood, Gopal served Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. It is 
said that once, prior to Mahaprabhu’s departure from Puri, 
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Gopal happened to notice that while the Lord was going 
to answer a call of nature that he had his tongue pressed 
between his teeth. When asked by the boy about his 
behavior, Mahaprabhu said that his tongue didn’t want to 
stop chanting, but it was improper while he was engaged 
in a call of nature. Gopal remarked, "Prabhu, you are the 
Supreme Lordand everyone followsyou. Whatif someone 
while following your example left his body, what would 
be his destination if he were not chanting?” 

Mahaprabhu became pleased and said, 'You have spo¬ 
ken correctly. From today you shall be known as 'gum’.” 

Devotees far and wide spoke about this incident and the 
glories of the young boy whom Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
titled, "gum”. When Abhiram Thakur heard about it, he 
decided to come to Puri to test Gopal. Abhiram Thakur 
was a powerful associate of Lord Nityananda. Whenever 
he would offer obeisances to a deity that was not genuine 
then the deity would break. Similarly, by the strength of 
his obeisances, Abhiram had previously eliminated all of 
the offspring of Lord Nityananda except Ganga Devi and 
Virabhadra Prabhu. [For more on this pastime, see the article 
"Abhiram Thakur Tests the Sons of Lord Nityananda” in 
Bindu issue 4] 

When Gopal heard that Abhiram was on his way to meet 
him, he became terrified and ran and took shelter on the 
lap of Mahaprabhu. The Lord placed his foot on Gopal’s 
head, thereby making a tifakavraxk on the boy’s forehead 
depicting the foot-print of the Lord. By the strength of that 
blessing, when Abhiram Thakur offered his obeisances to 
him, Gopal was unaffected. 

According to the local tradition at the Gambhira in 
Puri, the deity of Sri Sri Radhakant installed there had 
been captured from a South Indian king during one of 
the military campaigns of Maharaja Pumshottam Dev, 
the father of Prataparudra. Raj Pumshottam Dev gifted 
the deities to his family priest, the father of Kashi Mishra. 
The worship was later passed on to Kashi Mishra, who 
served as the priest of Maharaja Prataparudra. After the 
disappearance of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Vakreshwar 
took up residence in the Gambhira and received the service 
ofSri Sri Radhakant fromKashi Mishra. Before Vakreshwar 
Pandit’s departure, he turned over the service to his dear 
disciple Gopal Gum Goswami. From 1538 to 1548 AD, 
Gopal was in charge of the service of Radhakanta. During 
that period the temple was thoroughly renovated. Under 
the order of Gopal Gum, four additional deities — of Sri 
Radha, Lalita, Nityananda Prabhu, and Lord Gauranga— 
were installed on the altar with Radhakanta. 


A festival is held every year at the temple on the twelfth 
day of the bright fortnight of the month of Magh. This is 
the day Gopal Gum became the mahant and took over 
charge of the service of the deities. It is considered that 
on this day Gopal Gum appears for a short time on one 
side of Mahaprabhu’s seat. 

It’s said that in his old age Gopal Gum became 
concerned about who would perform the service for 
Sri Sri Radhakant after his disappearance. One night he 


Nama-tattva 


Explanation of the Maha-mantra 

Srila Gopal Guru Goswami 

ujhdpya bhagavat-tattvam cid-ghandnanda-vigraham 
haraty avidyam tat karyam ato harir iti smrtah 

The Supreme Lord, the very form of eternal knowl¬ 
edge and concentrated bliss, who bestows transcenden¬ 
tal knowledge of devotional service unto himself and 
thereby snatches all ignorance from the living entities, 
is known as had , "he who takes away.” 

harati sri-krsna manah krsnahlada-svarupini 
ato harety anenaiva srl-radha pariklrtita 

Because she enchants Krishna’s heart, and because 
she is pleasure personified for Krishna, Sri Radha is called 
hard, "she who enchants”. 

anandaika-sukha-svaml syamah kamala-locanah 
gokulanandano nanda-nandanah krsna Iryate 

The dark-hued, lotus eyed son of Nanda, who is the 
delight of Gokula and the exclusive lord of all varieties of 
pleasures, is known as krstw, "he who gives pleasure”. 

vaidagdhl sdra-sawasvam murti-llladhidaivatam 
radhikarh ramayan nityam rama ity abhidhlyate 

That quintessential deity, possessed of superexcellent 
qualities and pastimes, who sports eternally with Sri 
Radhika, is known as rama, "he who enjoys”. 

(Some vaisnavas ascribe this commentary to Jiva 
Goswami.) 
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Radhakant with Radha and Lalita 
Mahaprabhu to left ofRadha and Nityananda to right of Lalita 


had a dream in which Krishna told him, “Don’t worry. 
I’ve arranged a sevak to continue the service. He will 
be the first person you meet tomorrow. That morning, 
Gopal Gum woke up and after performing his morning 
duties went outside. There he found an effulgent young 
brahmin who had been waiting at his doorstep to see 
him. Gopal Gum gave him mantra initiation and the 
name Sri Dhyanachandra and designated him to take 
over the deity service upon Gopal Gum’s departure 
from this world. According to the local tradition, the 
king of Puri was annoyed that the service of Radhakant 
was to be transferred without his approval. So when the 
news reached him that Gopal Gum had passed away, 
he sent soldiers to take over the temple. Meanwhile, 
Dhyanachandra was escorting the body of his gum to 
the funeral pyre at Swargadwar. When he heard about 
the king’s action, he grabbed his gum maharaja’s feet 
and began crying and pleading for Gopal Gum’s help. 
Suddenly, Gopal Gum rose up from the palanquin and 
led a kirtana procession of ecstatic devotees back to the 
Gambhira, where he reclaimed the service of Radhakant. 

After this, Gopal Gum is said to have remained at 
the Gambhira during the reign of the next three kings. 
Then he again turned over the service of Radhakant to 
Dhyanachandra Goswami and left his body on the ninth 
day of the dark fortnight in the month of Kartiha. 

The next year when a group of devotees came 
from Vraja to attend the Puri Ratha-yatrd , they told 
Dhyanachandra — “Gopal Gum is doing his bhajan 
near Vamsivat in Vrindavan.” Astonished to hear this 
news, Dhyanachandra went the entire distance to Vraja 
on foot. Upon arrival, he found his gum sitting under a 
tree chanting japa. “Gum Maharaja, how is it possible?” 
Dhyanachandra asked. 'You left your body in Puri!” 


Gopal Gum looked at his disciple and lightly rebuked 
him, “Don’t you understand the transcendental nature of 
Vrindavan Dham?” 

Dhyanachandra began to weep in simultaneous 
happiness and distress, “Gum Maharaja, we can’t tolerate 
your separation. You must come back.” 

Gopal Gum told him, “I won’t return this time. Butwhen 
you arrive back in Puri, go to Siddha Bakul where Haridas 
Thakur did his bhajan. There you will find an old neem tree. 
Have a deity made of me from that tree. When you offer 
bhoga to Radhakant, place that deity in front of the Lord. 
Through that deity you will continue to have my darsana. 
To this day that deity of Gopal Gum can be seen sitting on 
an dsana near the doorway of the temple of Radhakant. 

In Jaiva Dharma, Bhaktivinode Thakur has mentioned 
Gopal Gum Goswami and Dhyanachandra Goswami a 
number oftimes. Nearlythelastthirdofthatbookisdedicated 
todescribingthemteachingtwoinquisitivestudents. Gopal 
Gum Goswami and his disciple Dhyanachandra both 
wrote books named Sri Gaura-goundarcana-srnarana- 
paddhati. Therein they have outlined the particular style of 
worship established by Gopal Gum Goswami. Later, these 
books were combined together and provide the basis for 
the worship conducted by some of the followers of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. — MD 0 
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— Dhyanachandra Das. Sri Gauragovindarcana-smarana-paddhati 
English translation by Haridham Das. Sanskrit Religions Institute. Visalia, 
California. 1993. 
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confused with the direct disciple of Srila Gopal Gum Goswami who had 
the same name], the former mahant of the Gambhira in Puri. 
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Associates: Parishads. Mandala Media. 2001. San Rafael, California. 



0 









tissue tiswv titiuKtirtcl Tkirhysevot, fPcipt — 4 

The Glories of 
Gopal Guru Goswami 

Narahari Das 

Thefollomng sucaka-kittana is sung on the occasion of 
Gopal Gum Goswami’s disappearance day at the Gamh- 
hira in Puri. 

are mom gopala guru bhakati kalpa-taru 
sri-makaradvaja nama yahara 
sri krsna-caitanya yahke gopala baliya dake 
dekhi sisu caritra udara 

O my Gopal Guru! You are known as Makaradvaja 
and are a wish-fulfilling tree of devotion. Seeing the 
generous nature of the child, Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
called him “Gopal”. 

sri gaurahgera seva rase sadai anande bhase 
gaura-vinu nahi jane ana 
tileka na dekhi yahre dhairaya dharite nare 
gaura yena gopalera prana 

He always floats in the nectar mellows of service to SriGau- 
ranga and does not know anything other than Gaura. Lord 
Gauranga is the life of Gopal. He could not remain patient 
for even a moment without having Gauranga’s darsana. 

gopala prabhura prati siksadila ekariti 
prabhu premavese dhali dhuli 
kahe sabe are are aja ha-ite gopalere 

dakiba gopala guru bali 
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The deity of Gopal Guru Goswami at the Gambhira 


Gopal once instructed Gauranga, and with love Ma- 
haprabhu told everyone, “From today you should address 
Gopal as gum.” 

gopale karuna dekhi sabara sajala ahkhi 
sukhera samudra uthalila 
sabe kahe anupama sri gopala guru nama 
prabhu datta jagate vyapila 

Seeing this mercy on Gopal, everyone’s eyes filled with 
tears, and the ocean of bliss overflowed. All the devotees 
said, '“Sri Gopal Gum’ is the matchless name given by 
Mahaprabhu.” 

gopalera guru bhakti kahite nahika sakti 
sadai prasanna vakresvara 
mahamatta nrtya-gite nahika upama dite 

sarva cittakarse kalevara 

I have no power to describe Gopal’s gum-bhakti. 
Vakreshwarisalwayspleasedwithhim. Gopal is absorbed 
in singing and dancing for Krishna. His all-attractive body 
is beyond any comparison. 

dekhila sakala tahi emana dayalu nai 

keba na jagate yasa ghose 
sabe kaila prema-patra kevala vaheita matra 
narahari nija karma dose 

After searching the entire universe, I don’t find any 
other merciful person than Gopal Gum. Who will not 
sing his glories? He makes everyone the object of mercy. 
Only Narahari was cheated due to his sinful reactions. 0 

— Translated by Mani Gopal Das, from Sri Gauranga Parsada 
Vargera Sucaka Kirtana. Compiled and edited by Kishori Das 
Babaji. Published by the editor. Halisahar, West Bengal. 2005. 
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Preaching Without Reading 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Prabhupada: The deity worship program is 
meant to keep us safe. If we neglect deity worship, 
we shall fall. But this does not mean that by perform¬ 
ing deity worship all duties are finished. Arcayam 
eva harayepujamyah sraddhayehate. Area means 
deity. If anyone is worshiping the deity very nicely 
but — na tad-bhaktesu canyesu — he does not 
know anything more about who is a devotee, who 
is a non-devotee, and what is his duty to the world, 
then — sa bhaktahprakrtah smrtah — he is a ma¬ 
terialistic devotee. [Bhag. 11.2.47] We have a respon¬ 
sibility to understand who is actually a pure devotee 
and what is our duty to the people in general; this is 
a requirement for making advancement. When one 
understands this he become a madhyama-adhikari 
A madhyama-adhikari is an advanced devotee. 

Most people are simply interested in churchianity 
— going to the church without any understanding. 
Therefore it is now failing. Churches are being closed. 
Similarly, if you do not keep yourself fit to preach then 
your temples will all be closed in due course of time. 
Without preaching you’ll not feel enthused to continue 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


temple worship. And without temple worship you can¬ 
not keep yourself pure and clean. These two things 
must go on in parallel. Then there is success. In modern 
times, whether among the Hindus, Muslims or Chris¬ 
tians, because there is no teaching of philosophy, the 
mosque or temple or church is being closed. 
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Devotee: They can show no good result for their 
activities. 

Prabhupada: Yes. Therefore we are writing so 
many books. Unless we take care of the books and 
preach and read the books ourselves, unless we 
understand the philosophy, this Hare Krishna will 
be finished within a few years, because there will be 
no life. How long can one go on artificially, “Hare 
Krishna! Haribol!”? That will be artificial, without 
any life. Without preaching, without understand¬ 
ing philosophy, you cannot keep your strength. 
Everyone should be thoroughly well-conversed 
with the philosophy which we are putting forward. 
That means you must read thoroughly every day. 
So many books we have got. And bhagavata is 
so perfect that any verse you read, you’ll get new 
enlightenment. It is so nice. Either Bhagavad-gita 
or Bhagavata. These are not ordinary writings. 0 

—From a morning walk conversation, Los Angeles, 12 December 1973. 

Mundane Calamity 
Or Omen of Offense? 

From the life of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

From 3 February to 17 March 1930, Srila Bhaktisid¬ 
dhanta Saraswati Prabhupada held an unprecedented 
vaisnava exposition, the Sndhama Mayapura- 
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Nama-tattva 


THE ONLY PROCESS FOR KALI YUGA 
Nrsimha Purdna 54.57-58 

hari-smaranam evatra sampurna-phala-dayak 
hare kesava govinda vasudeva jaganmaya 
janardana jagad-dhama pltambara-dharacyuta 
itirayantiye nityam na hi tan badhate kalih 

In the age of Kali, only the remembrance and 
chanting of the holy names of Lord Hari gives the 
complete result. Those who constantly chant the 
names of Hari, Keshava, Go vinda, Vasudeva, Jagan- 
maya, Janardana, Jagad-dhama, Pitambara-dhara, 
and Achyuta are never obstructed by Kali-Yuga. 

— Translated from the Gita Press, Gorakhpur. 






Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada 
Navadvlpa-pradarsinl Many dignitaries were invited 
for the occasion and the famous Bengali chemist, Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Raya, came to Mayapur expressly to 
open the event. In order to house the exhibits, a large 
number of temporary structures were built of bamboo 
and cormgated tin. By the grace of Sri Gurudeva and 
Lord Gauranga, the skies remained clear throughout 
the festival period. On the last day, however, a violent 
storm tore off the tin roofs and sent them flying into the 
air. One sheet of tin flew against the tower of the main 
temple building, chipping off the concrete plaster and 
the large metal rod from the spire over the shrine of 
Ramanujacharya. It then continued on its way, finally 
landing next to the tube well by the kirtana hall. 

After the tempest had died down, Prabhupada and 
his disciples went to inspect the damage and saw that 
the spire had been broken. Srila Prabhupada said, 
“Ramanuja is the acarya of deity worship because of 
his dedication to that devotional practice. If his dome 
has been damaged, it is surely because there has been 
some defect in the service to the deities in the temple.” 
It turned out that the pujafi had indeed made some 
grave error in his service. He was removed from his 
position and the damage to the dome was repaired. 

If anything was ever stolen from the temple or if 
Srila Prabhupada or one of the other residents of the 
asrama fell seriously ill, Prabhupada would warn 
everyone about offenses in worshiping the deities. He 
repeatedly put his disciples on guard against offenses 
to the holy name, to the deity, and to the holy dham. 0 

— Remembrance by Sri Srimad Bhakti Pramod Puri Maharaja. From 
Of Love in Separation. Gopinath Gaudiya Math. 
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Guru Means Heavy 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Stvarni Maharaja 

Devotee 1: Some devotees say that since there are 
so many people coming to Krishna consciousness 
now, and since Srila Prabhupada said that we should 
become gurus, so even if we are not qualified, still, 
because the need is there for gurus, then we must take 
up the service to Srila Prabhupada of becoming a gum. 

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Prabhupada said, “You 
become gum.” But gum means gum. Gum means 
heavy, not light. “You become gum”, means to become 
gum in the tme sense. Not an untme or false gum. 
Become a tme gum. That is what Srila Prabhupada 
was saying. 

Devotee 2: Is there a need to take the position out 
of necessity? 

Gour Govinda Swami: What is that necessity? The 
necessity is to deliver a fallen soul and give him shelter. 
That is the necessity. What other necessity is there? 

Devotee 2: So if you can’t deliver the disciple, then 
why act as gum? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Delivering the fallen 
souls is the necessity. Other than this, what else is 
necessary? Some may say that there is some material 
necessity. But we are not after material considerations. 
We are after spiritual necessity. We are not materialists. 
We are spiritualists. If you only think of material neces¬ 
sities, then it will be a materialistic organization. This is 
Mahaprabhu’s movement. He has not said to do like 
this. Mahaprabhu has not set that example. 

If someone is not qualified, how can he accept 
disciples? If he is intelligent, he should not ac¬ 
cept. “No. I cannot take up that responsibility. 
Why shall I accept?” Guru means very heavy. It’s 
a heavy responsibility, not something light. If he 
cannot take up the responsibility, why should 
he accept disciples? Why would such a person 
accept disciples? He will do so only for his own 
adoration, honor, and prestige — pratistha. Prati- 
stha means honor, name, fame, adoration and 
prestige. Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami 
says that pratistha is sukarera-vistha , the stool 
of a hog. If a vaisnava is trying to get pratistha , 
name, fame, prestige, and adoration, then that 
is accepting the stool of a hog. A vaisnava will 
never run after this thing. 0 

— From a darshan, April 1992, Bhubaneswar. 
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Of Saints and Critics 

For persons aspiring for service and ecstatic love 
for Krishna, fault-finding is a great impediment. In 
his purport to Caitanya-caritamrta, adi 8.62, His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu¬ 
pada has described the qualification of a vaisnava : 

It is a qualification of a vaisnava that he is adosa- 
darsv. he never sees others’ faults. Of course, every 
human being has both good qualities and faults. 
Therefore it is said, saj-jana gunam icchanti dosam 
icchanti pamarah everyone has a combination of 
faults and glories. But a vaisnava , a sober man, ac¬ 
cepts only a man’s glories and not his faults, for flies 
seek sores whereas honeybees seek honey. 

In his Sarartha-darsini commentary on Srimad 
Bhagavatam 4.4.12, Srila Viswanath Chakravarti 
Thakur has described four types of saintly persons 
according to how they see good qualities and faults: 

1) Mahat (“great person”) — A mahat has the 
ability to see some good in everyone. They also per¬ 
ceive faults in others, but they consider that those 
faults can be eventually transformed by cevrtain 
methods into good qualities. Thus, if they feel that a 
person may be benefited by discussing that person’s 
faults, they may, under appropriate circumstances, 
speak harsh words. Neem juice tastes very bitter, 
but it can cure diseases when administered appro¬ 
priately. It should be noted that a mahat will never 
reject or condemn a faulty person, but thinks only 
how that person may be benefited. 

2) Mahattara (“greater person”) — A mahattara 
also sees good and bad qualities in others, but 
focuses on and praises the good qualities. Seeing 
a materialistic merchant, a mahattara will think, 
“Although he is a sense-gratifier, he takes good care 
of guests and is worthy of deliverance.” 

3) Mahattama (“especially great person”) — A 
mahattama sees whatever good qualities others 
have and magnifies them, not seeing even the 
smallest fault. Viswanath describes their attitude, 
“This person has stolen my cloth because he is cold, 
and though he has a weapon, he doesn’t attack me 
because he is merciful. He is virtuous.” 

4) Ati-mahattama (“extremely great person”) — 
An ati-mahattama sees good qualities in others 
even where there are none. Their attitude is, “In this 
world there are no bad people. Everyone is good.” 
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In the same purport, Viswanath also delineates 
four types of asadhus, wicked or bad persons, 
who are characterized according to their propen¬ 
sity for fault-finding: 

1) Asadhu (“wicked person”) — An asadhu sees 
some good qualities in others but presumes that 
eventually those good qualities will be overshad¬ 
owed or spoiled by some fault. For example, upon 
seeing someone working for another person’s ben¬ 
efit, the asadhu will conclude that eventually he or 
she will want to exploit the person whom they are 
helping. Simply put, asadhus are not gentlemen. 

2) Asadhutara (“very wicked person”)—An asad- 
hutara is even more improper. He or she sees only 
faults in others and overlooks others’ good qualities. 
“This sannyast eats ghee rice to fill his stomach. He 
is lusty and should be considered fallen.” 

3) Asadhutama (“especially wicked person”) — 
An asadhutama takes small faults and magnifies 
them, seeing no good qualities at all. Viswanath 
gives an example: An asadhutama will criticize 
and condemn a renunciate as being a “bogus ras¬ 
cal”, for the fault of giving up the forest and living 
in the house of a married man. The asadhutama 
will conclude, “His obvious motivation is only to 
steal the money of that householder.” 
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu forgives Jagai and Madhai 


4) Aty-asadhutama (“extremely wicked person”) 

— An aty-asadhutama sees faults in all others, 
even where there are no faults. “In this world, or 
in this society, no one is good. Everyone is evil.” 
They are the very worst. — MD 0 
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The Supreme Controller 

Srimad Bhagavatam 10.9-19 


evam sandarsita hy anga harina bhrtya-vasyata 
sva-vasenapi krsnena yasyedam sesvaram vase 


This entire universe, with its great, exalted demigods 
like Lord Shiva, Lord Brahma and Lord Indra, is under 
the control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Yet 
the Supreme Lord has one transcendental attribute: He 
comes under the control of his devotees. 0 


—Translation and purport by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Juhu, Bombay. 
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Conquering 
The Unconquerable 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In colleges and schools, some students make rapid 
progress, whereas some of them are a little slow. That 
does not mean that they should be rejected. They should 
be given a chance. But if they follow the regulative 
principles there is no chance of falling down. The 
regulative principles are that one refrains from illicit 
sex, meat-eating, intoxication, and gambling, and chant 
Hare Krishna. That’s all. That will make one perfect. It is 
very easy. We don’t say no sex. We say no illicit sex. So 
if you want sex, marry and live like a gentleman. Why 
illicit sex? There are many grhastha devotees. Just like 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s direct associate Nityananda. 
He was a grhastha. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu himself was 
a grhastha. He married twice. His first wife died, and 
he married a second time. So grhastha is not rejected. 
It is not that only sannyasis will go back to godhead. 
No. Everyone can go. Striyo vaisyas tatha sudras can 
go also. But one must be Krishna conscious. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s recommendation is that you remain in 
your place and don’t try to change it artificially — but 
be Krishna conscious. That is required. And to become 
Krishna conscious is also very easy. Read Bhagavad-gita 



His Divine Grace 


A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
As It Band you’ll become Krishna conscious. At home or 
out of home, it doesn’t matter, sthane sthitah sruti-gatam 
tanu-vah-manobhih — You remain in your situation 
and place and lend your aural reception of the words 
of Krishna. So that day will come. Krishna, who is ajita, 
unconquerable, you can conquer him. ajito pijito c py 
asi — No one can conquer Krishna, but by this method 
one can conquer him. 0 

—From an interview with Professors O’Connell, Motilal, and Shivaram, 
18 June 1976. 
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Krishna — 

The Spiritual Polestar 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

In this material world, which is created by mayd , there 
is a principal constellation named Dhruva. All the suns 
along with their planets continually circle around Dhruva 
by its power of attraction. The main consideration is that 
there is an energy known as attraction in all material at¬ 
oms. By the strength of this energy, atoms are attracted to 
each other and they thus create a globular planet. When 
these planets are attracted to a larger globular planet, they 
begin to move around it. This is the invariable law of this 
material world. Maya is the basis of the material world 
and only a reflection of the spiritual world. 

Similarly, by their eternal constitution in the form 
of love, the spark-like conscious living entities in the 
spiritual world are attracted to one another, and they 
imitate one with more elevated consciousness. Those 
more elevated conscious persons with their subordinate 
conscious associates constantly move in the rasa-lila 
circle of Krishna, who is the superconscious supreme 
Dhruva. Therefore the great rdsa-lild pastimes are eter¬ 
nally manifest in the realm of Vaikuntha. In the spiritual 
world the ever-existing attraction extends love up to 
mahabhava , and in the material world the reflection 
extends as an inconceivable material attraction that 
creates variegatedness. In order to illustrate subtle tmths 
by gross examples, we say that in the material world 
the sun along with the planets are constantly moving 
around the Dhmva constellation by the strength of its 
attraction, just as all pure living entities eternally circle 
around Krishna by the strength of his attraction. 

In the transcendental rdsa-lild pastimes, Sri Krishna is 
the only enjoyer and all others are enjoyed. The conclu¬ 
sion is that the sun-like personality of the spiritual world, 
Lord Sri Krishna, is the only male and the living entities 
are all female. All the relationships of the spiritual world 
are based on pure love. One therefore finds that the 
enjoyer is male and the enjoyed are female. The males 
and females of the material world are perverted reflec¬ 
tions of the enjoyer and enjoyed of the spiritual world. 
If one searches through all dictionaries one will not find 
the words to properly describe the spiritual pastimes of 
the supremely conscious Lord and his associates. Hence 
the descriptions of the man and woman of the material 
world are used here as an appropriate indication. There 
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is no necessity or suggestion of obscene thoughts in this 
regard. If we reject these activities as obscene, then we 
miss the opportunity to discuss that supreme pastime. 
We are able to describe the tmths of vaikuntha by de¬ 
scribing mundane emotions as the reflections of spiritual 
emotions. There is no other alternative in this regard. For 
example, Krishna is merciful. But to show how Krishna is 
merciful one has to give the example of certain persons 
who are merciful. There is no way of expressing this qual¬ 
ity other than by giving a well-known example. Therefore 
swanlike persons should give up shyness and obscene 
considerations and then hear, read, and think about the 

transcendental topics of the rdsa-lild without anxiety. 0 
— Chapter 5, Texts 19 and 20 of Sri Krsna-Samhita. Translated 
by Bhumipati Das and edited by Sri Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das. 
Vrajaraj Press. 1998. Vrindavan. 






Nama-tattva 



NAMAPARADHA AND NAMABHASA 
From Srila Jiva Goswami's 
Bhakti Sandarbha, anuccheda 159 

In the sixth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, the 
history of the life of Ajamila is narrated. The 
narration ends with Ajamila attaining to the 
Vaikuntha planets. A question may be asked at 
this point: “Why is it that Ajamila attained the 
Vaikuntha planets on chanting the holy name of 
the Lord, whereas the Yamadutas remained in the 
same condition despite hearing that name from 
Ajamila and having the good fortune of talking 
to the Vishnudutas?” Srila Jiva Goswami answers 
this question in Bhakti Sandarbha as follows: 


tatoparadhabhava tat-ksayartham na tatravnty- 
apeksaya.yathajamilasya na tatha krta-tan-nama- 
sravanadinam apiyama-dutanam — Even though 
Ajamila chanted the holy name of the Lord and 
the Yamadutas heard it, Ajamila was not affected 
by namaparadhas whereas the Yamadutas were 
affected by the namaparadha of considering the 
glories of the holy name to be an exaggeration. 
Therefore they did not attain the same result. 

— Sanskrit from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. Translation by 
Bhakta Harshad Marathe. 
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Destination of 
The Yamalarjuna Trees 

Sri la Jiva Goswami’s Gopala-campu 

On another day in the brilliant morning assembly 
of Nanda Maharaja in Vrindavan, Sri Vrajaraja Nanda 
said, “O dear Snigdha-kantha! Those twin Arjuna trees 
in Vraja were fulfillers of all desires and were therefore 
just like demigods. Please tell all of us: what were they 
in their previous lives? How did they take birth in Vrin¬ 
davan? And where have they gone now? 

Snigdha-kantha replied, “In their previous lives they 
were born out of Kuvera, the friend of Lord Shiva, who 
is also known as Dhurjati. At one point of time they 
committed an offense to the lotus feet of Sri Narada 
Muni. As a result, Sri Narada bestowed the highest favor 
on them by cursing them to become trees. In this way, 
in tree bodies they obtained the highest destination of 
being devotees of the Lord. O Vrajaraj Nanda! Every 
time you appear on earth, the eternal Mahavan mani¬ 
fests along with you. In this forest known as Mahavan, 
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these trees manifested near your home. In that place, 
they remained in the bodies of Arjuna trees. Thereafter, 
they returned to their original bodies and simultane¬ 
ously attained the topmost platform of being devotees 
of the Lord. Even right now they are situated in that 
topmost platform and are broadcasting the glories of 
devotional service to the Lord. 

Nanda Maharaja curiously asked again, “Tell me the 
tmth, Snigdha-kantha. Where have they gone now?” 

While glancing sideways towards his brother Madhu- 
kantha, Snigdha-kantha bowed his head down and 
was silent. Vrajaraja Nanda said, “O Snigdha-kantha! 
Why do you not say anything, as if you are embar¬ 
rassed?” Snigdha-kantha respectfully replied, “O Lord! 
What should we speak? Your lordship can understand 
everything by your expertise [and therefore, there is no 
need for us to speak].” 

Vrajaraja Nanda smiled, and said, “Truly, what¬ 
ever you say is correct, since your silence is speaking 
everything. By your behavior and speech we have 
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Manigriva and Nalakuvara offer their prayers to Krishna 


B.G. Sharma 















































CssntTwd {HnKcirtcl r ZlSrbj'KiKt, tyagt — 4 
understood everything. Yet you should fill us all with 
happiness by speaking it from your own mouth. 

Snigdha-kantha replied, “Sri Narada, the bestower 
of all happiness, exhibited causeless mercy on the 
two fallen souls Nalakuvara and Manigriva. As a 
result, they were able to attain the eternal land of 
Goloka Vrindavan and the ability to render devo¬ 
tional service. Please understand that Nalakuvara 
and Manigriva are now present in front of you as the 
two of us. In other words, we are those fallen souls. 

Hearing this, all the assembled gopas , beginning 
from Nanda Maharaja, embraced both of them one 
by one while constantly looking at them with great 
amazement. 0 

— Sri Gopala Purva-campu, 9 th Purana, texts 1-10. Translation by 
Bhakta Harshad Marathe. 

Crawling Pastimes 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s Gopala-campu 

ringana-keli-kule jananl-sukha-kdn 

vraja-drsi sukrtasphurad-avatari 

[Refrain:] 

valayita-balya-vilasa jaya bala-valita hare! 

Your crawling pastimes delight your mother. 
The sight of you blesses the eyes of Vraja. 
[Refrain:] O Hari, O companion of Balaram, O 
Lord who enjoys the pastimes of a small child, 
all glories to you! 
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Baby Krishna 


kihkini-gana-ranane hrdaye ruci-dhan 
pada-yuga-calana-kutuka-vihari 

You eagerly move your feet. The tinkling sounds 
of your ankle-bells delight everyone’s heart. 

gorasa-kirni-bhave pahke laghu-cari 
varana-karana-vag aticari 

Disobeying the order to stop, you slowly crawl 
over the ground muddied with milk. 

akalita-jana-milane tasmad apasari 
jananim prati gati-capala-bhari 

Ignoring the others, you quickly crawl to your mother. 

janani-stana-vasane bhaya-bhag-anuhari 
tatra payo-rasa-visarahari 

You timidly become like a bodice covering your 
mother’s breast, where you drink a great flood of milk. 

vapusi mrdd maline mrdutdm apahari 
janani-kara-krta-mrjaya hart 

Your mother gently washes your muddy body 
with her own hand. 

api tandravalane stanapam anukari 
ja nani-sm ita-patad-amrtasa ri 

You then become sleepy and only pretend to 
drink her breast. A shower of nectar falls from 
your mother’s smile. 0 

— Sri Gopala Purva-Campu, 6 th Purana, text 57. Sanskrit 
transliteration by Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. Translation by 
Bhakta Harshad Marathe. 
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Differences of Opinion 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

So far as your question about controversy amongst 
the disciples of Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami 
Maharaja, that is a fact. But this controversy is not mate¬ 
rial. Just like in a national program, different political 
parties are sometimes in conflict and make propaganda 
against each other, but their central point is always 
service to the country. Similarly, amongst the disciples 
of Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati there may be some 
controversy, but the central point is how to preach 
the mission of His Divine Grace. If the central point 
is fixed up then there is no harm in such controversy. 
Every individual being must have his opinion; that is the 
significance of individuality. But all such differences of 
opinions must coincide in Krishna. (Letter to Mandali 
Bhadra. 28 July 1969.) 

Wherever there are individuals there is bound to 
be difference of opinion. (Letter to Rupanuga. 14 
February 1973.) 

As for your question about santa-rasa and the opin¬ 
ions of Rupa Goswami and Sridhara Swami, I don’t 
remember. You can send me the appropriate passages. 
There is no reason why acaryas cannot differ on certain 
points. (Letter to Upendra. 19 February 1972.) 

According to Sripad Sridhar Swami, the original 
commentator on the Bhagavatam, , there is not always 
a devastation after the change of every manu. And 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


yet this inundation after the period of caksusa-manu 
took place in order to show some wonders to Saty- 
avrata. But Sri Jiva Goswami has given definite proofs 
from authoritative scriptures (like Visnu-dharmottara, 
Markandeya Purdna, Harivamsa, etc.) that there is al¬ 
ways a devastation at the end of each and every manu. 
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Srila Viswanath Chakravarti has also supported Srila 
Jiva Goswami, and he (Sri Chakravarti) has also quoted 
from Bhagavatamrta about this inundation after each 
manu. Apart from this, the Lord, in order to show 
special favor to Satyavrata, a devotee of the Lord, in 
this particular period, incarnated himself. (Purport to 
Bhdg. 1.3.15.) 

A basic principle is that one has to accept a spiritual 
master. Exactly how one follows the instructions 
of his spiritual master is considered a detail. For 
example, if one is following the instruction of his 
spiritual master and that instruction is different from 
the instructions of another spiritual master, this is 
called detailed information. But the basic principle of 
acceptance of a spiritual master is good everywhere, 
although the details may be different.” (. Nectar of 
Devotion , p. 53. 1982, Los Angeles edition.) 0 

The Ideal Grihastha 
is a Brahmachari 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 
Maharaja 

Grhastha-asrama means that there is some conces¬ 
sion for material enjoyment, sexual enjoyment. But 
there is some restriction. Unless one has practiced 
brahmacarya , he cannot become a real grhastha. 
He becomes grha-vrata , grhamedhl. He becomes 
attached to home, hearth, wife, son, daughter, to the 
last breath of his life. He cannot leave it. Grhastha 
asrama is up to the fiftieth year. Until the fiftieth 
year one can remain in grha and get some sexual 
enjoyment. This enjoyment, that enjoyment. Sons, 
daughters, and so much burden will be there. He 
will not be able to sleep at night, crying, crying, 
crying. The wife’s demands, son’s demands, and 
daughter’s demands will all be there. So the old 
man feels, “Oh, they are devouring me. I earn this 
much money and there are so many demands. 
What shall I do?” 

Now he has gained this bad experience. There¬ 
fore it is said, dilllka laddu — jo khaye woh 
pacchtaye, jo na khaye woh bhipacchtaye. This 
is a famous saying in Hindi: There is a famous 
variety of laddu in Delhi. One who has eaten 
it, he laments. One who has not eaten, he too 
laments. Yes. One who has become a grhastha , 
he has already eaten it. What is that laddu, ? It is 
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this enjoyment, sexual enjoyment. One who has 
tasted it, he says, ‘I have already experienced it. 
Oh! No more, no more, no more!’ 

There is a story. There was a jackal who saw a 
jungle of sweet sugarcane. He entered into it with 
a desire to eat. There he saw a beehive that was 
round in shape. He thought, “Oh, this is the fruit 
of sugarcane. Sugarcane is so sweet, therefore the 
fruit must be much sweeter, so I must eat the fruit 
first, then I’ll eat the sugarcane.” So he tried to eat 
it and immediately wasps came out, stinging him. 
“Ohh! No more, no more, no more eating.” 

Therefore, in order to gain some experience, 
one is allowed to become a grhastha. Guru says, 
'All right, go and become a grhastha. Accept a 
wife and gain some experience. Enjoy and get the 
reaction. Then you’ll say, 'No more, no more, no 
more!’ and give up this thing.’ If the guru observes 
that he has material desires and cannot remain 
brahmacan throughout life, he is allowed to 
marry. He has already practiced celibacy during his 
brahmacan period. So unless one becomes a good 
brahmacari, he cannot become a proper grhastha. 
He becomes a grhamedhl , attached to home and 
hearth, wife, son, daughter, and all other enjoyment. 
He is adanta-gobhih , which means that he has 
not controlled his senses, punah punas carvita- 
carvandndm — again and again he is chewing the 
chewed [Bhdg. 7.5.30]. 

Grhastha is also a brahmacan. He is known 
as upakurvana-brahmacan. Two types of brah- 
macarls are there: naistika-brahmacarl , and 
upakurvana-brahmacan. Both strictly follow the 
rules and regulations of the brahmacan asrama 
and become free from all material desires. A strict 
brahmacan is free from all material desires, brah- 
mano ‘gnirivajvalan —A brdhmanawYio observes 
the great vow of celibacy becomes brilliant like 
fire [Bhdg. 11.17.36]. He is not allowed to accept 
marriage. He remains in guru-grha, the ashram of 
the guru, till the end of his life. He is a proper can¬ 
didate for sannyasa. The purpose of marriage is to 
accept a wife who will produce a worthy son. A son 
who is a krsna-bhakta , a vaisnava son, who will 
render service to the senses of Krishna. 0 

— Lecture in Bhubaneswar. 12 April 1995. 
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Sri Sri Radha Gopinath worshiped by SarangaThakur 


Sri Saranga Thakur 

Sri Saranga Murari Thakur used to reside at Modadru- 
madwip (Mamgachi), where his deities of Sri Sri Radha 
Gopinath are still present. There is also a Bakul tree 
there which is existing since the time of Saranga Thakur. 
There is a local legend concerning this tree, as follows: 

One day when Mahaprabhu came there, he noticed 
that the Bakul tree in the courtyard of Saranga’s temple 
was dying. So he asked, “Saranga! This Bakul tree is dy¬ 
ing! What are you going to do?” Saranga Thakur replied, 
“Other than byyour mercy, Prabhu, I don’t see any hope 
for this tree, or for any of the rest of us for that matter.” 

Mahaprabhu then proceeded to embrace that tree, 
which has remained healthy to this day and has grown 
to a huge size. 

Saranga Thakur had resolved that he would not ac¬ 
cept any disciples. However, once when Mahaprabhu 
was returning home with Srivas Pandit, he passed by 
Saranga Thakur and inquired from him, “Saranga! Why 
don’t you accept disciples?” 

Saranga replied, “I haven’t found anyone qualified.” 

Mahaprabhu told him, “Whoever you accept will 
automatically become qualified.” 

Saranga agreed, by saying, “Since you are requesting 
me, then the first person I see tomorrow will be accepted 
by me as my disciple.” 

In the early morning of the next day he went to take his 
bath in the Ganges. By the arrangement of providence, 
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the dead body of a child came and touched his feet as he 
entered the water. Picking up the body, he said, “Who 
are you? Get up!” 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the witness of everything, 
prompted Saranga Thakur, “Saranga! Say the mantra in 
his ear!” 

When Saranga uttered the mantra in the ear of that 
dead child, the body became conscious. The child said, 
“My name is Murari. I am your servant. Please bestow 
your mercy upon me.” 



Bakul tree restored to life 
by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
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The child went on to say that on the day when he was 
to be invested with the sacred thread, he had been bitten 
by a snake and died. As he was only a boy, the custom 
was not to bum the body but rather to place it on a raft 
of banana trees and float it down the Ganga. 

When news of the miraculous act of Muraifs regaining 
his life reached his parents, they came to take him home. 
But Murari declined to return with them. He said, “I will 
remain in the service of he who has given me my life 
again, for I am indebted to him.” 

The descendants of Murari’s family are still residing 
at Sargram in Barddhaman district. Srila Kavi Karnapur 
has described Saranga Thakur as follows in his Gaura- 
ganoddesa-dlpika (text 172): 

vraje nandimukhi yasit sadya sarahga-thakkurah 
prahlado manyate kaiscin matpitra na sa manyate 

The Vraja brahmani Nandimukhi Devi appeared as 
Saranga Thakur. Some people think that Saranga 
Thakur was the incarnation of Prahlad Maharaja. My 
father (Shivananda Sen) did not agree with them. 

Saranga Thakur’s appearance is on the 14 th day 
of the dark fortnight in the month of Asadha (June- 
July). His disappearance is on the 13 th day of the dark 
fortnight in the month Agrahayana (November- 
December). The temple of Saranga Thakur and his 
worshipful deities, Sri Sri Radha-Gopinath, are still to 
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be found at Mamgachi (Jahannagar), just north of the 
present town of Nabadwip. The worshipful deities of 
Vasudev Datta Thakur, Sri Sri Radha Madan-Gopal, 
are also residing there. 0 
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English by Srimad Kusakratha Das. The Krishna Library. Culver 
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Jaya Jaya Gopinath 

Gopal Das 

jaya jaya gopdndtha madana-mohana 
yugala-kisora jaya rasika-ramana 

All glories to you, O master of the gopts, more charming 
than Cupid! All glories to you, O youthful divine couple 
who taste the nectar of transcendental pastimes! 

jaya radha-vallabha muraU-adhara 
jaya vraja-vinoda prema-sudhakara 

All glories to you, O beloved of Radha, with a flute placed 
to his lips! All glories to you, O nectar moon of spiritual 
love, who enjoys pastimes in Vraja! 

madhava giridhara gopi-cira-hdri 
lalita tri-bhanga nagara vanoyari 

All glories to you, O husband of the goddess of fortune, 
lifter of Govardhana Hill, who steals the gopid hearts! All 
glories to your graceful threefold-bending form as an 
amorous hero adorned with forest flowers! 

rati-sukha-sagara vraja-suvilasi 
rupa-rasayana gokula-vasl 

All glories to you, O ocean of amorous pleasure, enjoy¬ 
ing pastimes in Vraja! All glories to you, who resides in 
Gokula in a form of soothing nectar! 

vrajapati bala lala mada-nayaka 
paramapravlna prema-sukha-dayaka 

All glories to you, O master of Vraja! O playful boy, O 
hero of amorous pastimes, O most wise and learned 
Lord, and giver of transcendental bliss and love! 

syamera vame kipyafi sohe 
sn-gopala-dasa-ki mana mohe 

O my dark Lord Krishna! Who is the affectionate 
and glorious girl to your left? Gopal Das’ heart has 
become enchanted by seeing you. 0 
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Non-sectarian 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

ISKCON (the International Society of Krishna 
Consciousness) is a non-lucrative organization 
whose purpose is to promote the well-being of 
human society by drawing its attention to God. 
We are a non-sectarian society, and our members 
include people from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
as well as Hindu faiths. The aim of ISKCON is 
not to found a new religious sect but to invoke 
the living entity’s dormant love of God, and thus 
provide the human society of all faiths with a 
common platform of clear theistic knowledge and 
practice. Members of ISKCON may retain their own 
respective religious faiths, as ISKCON is meant to 
establish a clear, practical common formulation of 
the common ideal of all theists, and to defeat the 
unnecessary dogmatic wrangling that now divides 
and invalidates the theistic camp. This common 
ideal of theism is to develop love of God. 0 

— Letter to Roland Michener, Governor-General of Canada. 24 
August 1968. 

Jagad-guru Jesus Christ 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Question: If Jesus Christ was a jagad-guru 
and his instructions are capable of bringing us 
deliverance, why do we need a spiritual master? 



His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupada: 

We accept both the universal spiritual master and 
the initiating spiritual master. By accepting only the 
jagad-guru, , we may face many anarthas. If at present 
we want to follow Christ’s orders by accepting him 
as jagad-guru and we think we do not require an 
initiating spiritual master, we will certainly face doubt 
about how well we can follow Christ’s orders. The 
Supreme Lord or universal jagad-guru delivers his 
instmctions about the absolute tmth only through 
the disciplic succession. As I sit on the bank of the 
Ganga in Nabadwip, far from the Himalayas where 
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Sri Sri Gaura Nityananda worshiped by Srila Govinda Datta 


the Ganga originates, and am able to touch her water 
here, the initiating spiritual master similarly brings the 
Ganga of pure devotional service, which emanates 
from the lord’s lotus feet, and places it in my hand and 
on my head. Because I am an ordinary, powerless, 
poor person, I am not able to climb the Himalayas 
to touch her water there. Similarly, if the flow of 
the Ganga from the Himalayas is interrupted on the 
way, I would have to face the danger of accepting 
a polluted flow instead of the pure Ganga. If the 
instructions Jesus Christ gave two thousand years ago 
do not come to us through disciplic succession, or if 
we have to sort them out from books, then perhaps 
we may create a blunder and accept a perversion of 
the truth taught in the name of Christianity. We may 
even come to accept something opposite from what 
he taught, thinking it his actual philosophy. 

The initiating spiritual master is also jagad-guru 
because he is a manifestation of the original jagad- 
guru. Out of his causeless mercy he delivers the 
message of the original jagad-guru through the 
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disciplic succession. He does not cheat or flatter the 
disciple, nor does he yearn for any material gain. 
He is simply a messenger of the absolute truth. 0 
— Amrta Vani, p. 44. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 

The Gaura Nitai Deities 
Of Srila Govinda Datta 

In Orissa and Bengal there are many little-known 
temples and deities that date back to the time of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and his associates. The 
village Sukhchar, situated between Khadadaha 
and Panihati on the bank of the Ganga in West 
Bengal, is the birthplace of Srila Govinda Datta 
and is still home to his deities. 

Little is known about Srila Govinda Datta. Srila 
Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami has described him as 
a dear associate of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the 
twenty-sixth branch of the Chaitanya tree, and a 
principal singer in Lord Gaurasundara’s kirtana. [Cc. 
adi 10.64.] Govinda Datta was one of the devotees 
who took part in Sri Gaurahari’s kirtana in front of 
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Mahaprabhu meets his mother 

Lord Jagannath’s Ratha-yatra cart. [See Cc. madhya 
13-37 and 73. Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur also mentions 
Govinda Datta in his Sri Caitanya Bhagavata , antya 
8.17, as a kirtana leader at the Puri Ratha-yatra .] 

According to the book Bahgabhasa O Sahitya, his 
father’s name was Girisvar. Haridas Das in his Gaudtya- 
vaisnava-abhidhana cites a song composed by 
Govinda Datta in which he mentions Girisvar’s name. 

The deities of Gaura-Nityananda pictured at the 
top of page two were worshiped by Srila Govinda 
Datta. According to Haridas Das, these deities were 
personally installed by Govinda Datta. However, 
according to the local tradition in Sukhchar, the 
deities were installed by Lord Nityananda Prabhu. 
The local tradition in Sukhchar states that Govinda 
Datta was a close associate of Srila Raghava Pandit. 
Neither Raghava Pandit nor Govinda Datta ever 
married. It is said that upon reaching old age, 
Govinda Datta left for Vrindavan, entrusting his 
deities, Gaura-Nityananda, to his followers. Some 
of the features on these deities are unique to the 
era of Govinda Datta and are rarely found today 
— the curly hair on both Gaura and Nitai’s heads, 


the house of Adwaita Acharya 

and their feet — Mahaprabhu’s are in the position 
of Krishna’s feet when he stands in the three¬ 
fold posture known as tri-bhahga , while Lord 
Nityananda is standing in a straight posture. 0 
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Mahaprabhu’s First 
Manifestation of Ecstatic Love 

Adapted from Srila Lochan Das Thakur’s 
Caitanya-mahgala , madhya 1.17-34 

One time, as Gauranga lay sleeping in his own 
home, he wept in the ecstasy of love for Krishna. 

radhabhave vyakula ha-iya prabhu dake 
mathura-virahe hatha mare nijabuke 

Overcome with the love Radha feels, the Lord called 
out, “Now that he has gone to Mathura, a weapon 
is plunged into my heart. Now I am dead. (Text 18) 

are re akrura! mora krsna land geli 
iha bali kandeprabhu karila vikuli 
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“Wretch Akrura! It was you who took my Krishna 
away!” Speaking in this way and weeping, the Lord 
was overcome with feelings of ecstatic love. (Text 19) 

kubja kutsita-mati krsna nila morn 
satharati lampata yuvatl-mana-cora 

“Wicked-hearted Kubja, you took my Krishna away! 
Ah! Krishna was always a rake, a cheater, and a thief 
of young girls’ hearts!” (Text 20) 

Speaking in this way, the Lord wept. His weeping 
was like a great rumbling roar. The hairs of his 
body stood erect. Astonished, Mother Sachi asked 
her beloved Vishwambhar, “Dear, why do you 
weep? Why are you unhappy?” The Lord heard his 
mother’s words, but gave no reply. He only wept. 
He was overcome with ecstasy. 

In her heart, Sachi Devi thought, “By Krishna’s 
mercy he manifests the symptoms of ecstatic love.” 
Fortunate Sachi knew all the truths of spiritual life. 
Facing her son, she sweetly said: 

suna suna are bapa! mora sonara suta 
jagata-durlabha tora dekhoh adbhuta 

“Listen, listen, my dear golden son! I see that you 
have something very wonderful, something very 
rare in all the worlds. (Text 26) 

yatha tatha yao tumi pao ye vd dhana 
aniha amara tharii kara samarpana 
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gayate paile krsna-prema hena dhana 
devata-durlabha vastu amulya ratana 

“Whatever wealth you find in your journeys you 
always bring to me. In Gaya you found a great 
treasure of ecstatic love for Krishna, a treasure more 
valuable than priceless jewels, a treasure even the 
demigods cannot attain. (Text 27-28) 

dmd prati kabhu yadi daya thake cite 
deha krsna-prema-dhana — damn cahite 

“Though I’m afraid to ask, if you have any kindness 
in your heart, please give me the treasure of ecstatic 
love for Krishna!” (Text 29) 

His heart melting, the Lord gazed at his mother 
and said: 

vaisnava-prasadeprema pabe mata tumi 
niscaya janiha katha kahilama ami 

Mother, by the mercy of the vaisnavasyou will attain 
that ecstatic love. Please know this for certain. What 
I say is the truth.” (Text 31) 

Hearing these words, Sachi became very joyful at 
heart. That moment she attained ecstatic love and 
devotion. The hairs on her limbs stood erect. Her 
body trembled. An endless flood of tears flowed 
from her eyes. With a joyous heart she called out, 
“Krishna! Krishna!” In this way, Lochan Das describes 
the first time Lord Gaura manifested ecstatic love. 0 
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The Pure Process 

His Divine Grace A C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

A pure devotee is he who loves Krishna, without 
any material desire. Such pure devotees are very 
rare. But by the grace of Krishna, practically all the 
devotees and disciples who have kindly joined 
me, their symptoms are like pure devotees. Even 
if they have got some ulterior desire, that will be 
removed very soon, because they have taken to 
the pure process of Krishna Consciousness. 0 

— Letter to Janaki, 13 October 1968 

Five Habits for a Brahmachari 

Sri Srimad Gour 
Govinda Swami Maharaja 

First one should be a brahmacafi — accept a gum, 
stay in the gum’s ashram, and strictly follow the prin¬ 
ciples of brahmacarya. He should be trained how to 
control the mind and senses. All the senses and mind 
should be fixed at the lotus feet of Krishna. A gum gives 
that training during brahmacafi period, student life. 

There is a saying, vidyarthi pahca-laksana 

— a student, brahmacan, has five symptoms: 
kaka-snana, baka-dhyana, alpa-bhojana, sva- 
na-nidra, videsa-gamana — bathe like a crow, 
meditate like a crane, eat little, sleep like a dog, 
and stay in a foreign place. 

Kaka snana: A brahmacan should not spend 
much time bathing. Have you seen how much time 
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it takes for a crow to take bath? One minute. It takes 
some water in its beak and splash, finished. One 
should think, “I have very little time. I have to do 
bhajana. I have to serve. Miche nida-base gelo re 
rati, divasa sanra-saje [Bhaktivinode’s Gitavali 
1.1.31 — [Mahaprabhu said:] “You spend your 
nighttime sleeping and snoring and your daytime in 
taking care of this body.” No. Kaka-snana — you 
should spend very little time in bathing. 
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Gaura Nityananda Mandir 
In Mangalapur, Odisiia 

The above deities are found in the village of 
Mangalapur in Balasore district of northeastern 
Odisha. The local tradition describes that Sri 


Chaitanya Mahaprabhu spent the night here on 
his way from Nabadwip to Puri. During his visit 
he is said to have planted two bakul trees and left 
his shoes behind. The trees are still present at this 
place. On his attempted journey to Vrindavan he 
again stopped here and took his shoes back. In 
memory, they keep some special wooden shoes on 
the altar. Shortly after Mahaprabhu’s visit, the local 
people installed these Gaura Nityananda deities. 0 

Photos: Temple in Mangalapur; deities; trees planted by Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
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Sri ^IkcIk 

Baka-dhyana: “Baka ”means “stork.” The stork is a 
white bird with a long beak and long legs. It stands still 
with concentrated attention on the riverside or lakeside. 
If a fish comes, then the stork dives and catches it. This 
is baka-dhyana. u Dhydna ” means attention, medita¬ 
tion. Kaka-snana, baka-dhyana —finish your bath in 
a short time like a crow, and always concentrate your 
mind like a stork on the lotus feet of Krishna. 

Svana-nidra: Sleep like a dog. When a dog sleeps, 
if the slightest sound is there, then he wakes. He is 
sleeping, but his sleep is not deep. 

Alpa-bhojana: Eat only a little food. Don’t eat to 
the brim, up to the nose. Don’t eat so much. Then the 
body will be light and you can get up, chant, dance, 
go, and mn. 

Then, videsa-gamana: Stay in a boarding house. 
That means the guru’s ashram. Don’t stay in your 
father’s residence. 

This is vidyarthipahca-laksana, five considerations 
for a student. It is a common saying that people in 
materialistic education advise to a student when they 
go to school. 

A brahmacari comes to stay in the guru’s ashram. 
The gum gives training how to concentrate the mind 
at the lotus feet of Krishna — man-mana bhava — 
how to always think of Krishna. [Bg. 18.65] That is 
brahmacari training. Then the gum imparts Vedic 
knowledge. While knowledge is being imparted, you 
should hear with concentrated attention. The mind 
should not go here and there. That is baka-dhyana. 

There are strict regulations for brahmacaris in 
ashram life. Out of 24 hours, only six hours of rest. Not 
more than that. Rise up at 3 or 4 AM and immediately 
take bath. Don’t spend much time in bathing. It is kaka- 
snana. Finish everything in five minutes. Then come 
to mahgala-drati at 4.30. 

Don’t sleep so much. Be like a dog that the slight¬ 
est sound wakes you up. Not sleeping and snoring, 
“ Haaaarrr ; haaaarrr. ” An elephant may come and 
step on you, still, like Kumbakarna, you won’t wake 
up! Eat very little food, alpa-bhojana , because if 
the belly is heavy then you will sleep deeply. Eat 
two times, one main meal of rice, dal, and subji. If 
you think, “I am very hungry; I can eat this whole 
plate.” Then take only half. Before eating, drink a 
glass of cold water. Fill a portion of your belly with 
water, and then you will not be able to eat so much. 
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After the meal, drink another glass of water. Three- 
fourths of the belly should be filled with food and 
water. Then one-fourth remains vacant. Don’t eat a 
heavy meal; you will develop laziness, alasya-mati, 
which is a great hindrance in bhajana. 

“Hey! Please give me another chapati.” 

“No, no, finished. You will fall down, you rascal! 
Why should you eat so much?” 

And at nighttime, no eating. One glass of milk or 
one glass of water, then go to sleep. Then you can 
wake up at any time, like a dog’s sleep. The body 
will be very light and you can do bhajana. Such 
restrictions we have for eating. This is brahmacari 
life. This is a training period, to learn how to control 
the mind and senses. 

And you should go out and serve the guru. In the 
eleventh canto of Bhagavatam, 11.17.28, Krishna 
replies to Uddhava’s inquiry about brahmacari life: 

sayam pratar upanlya bhaiksyam tasmai nivedayet 
yac canyad apy anujhdtam upayuhjlta samyatah 

In the morning and evening, one should collect 
foodstuffs and other articles and deliver them to 
the spiritual master. Then, being self-controlled, 
one should accept for oneself that which is allotted 
by the guru. 

We have this system every day. Early in the morn¬ 
ing, get up, take bath, come to mahgala-drati, klr- 
tana, japa , and Bhagavatam class. Then take a little 
food and go out, calo. No one should lay around 
eating, sleeping, and doing nothing. Go out, collect 
alms for the guru. That is a brahmacari’s duty. Then 
whatever you receive, give everything to the guru, 
because it is his property. You should think, “Nothing 
is mine. I am a guru-dasa. I am serving guru. I belong 
to guru.” Then the guru will give you something. 
“All right. I give this thing for your food.” Only then 
do you eat. If the guru doesn’t give anything, then 
no eating — fasting. The sastra says this. Because 
it doesn’t belong to me, I have no right. Everything 
belongs to guru. So whatever you have collected, 
cash and kind, daily give everything to your guru. 
The Bhagavatam (11.17.29) states: 

susrusamana acaryam sadopasita nica-vat 
yana-sayyasana-sthanair nati-dure krtahjalih 

While engaged in serving the spiritual master one 
should remain as a humble servant, and thus when 
the guru is walking the servant should humbly 
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walk behind. When the guru lies down to sleep, the 
servant should also lie down nearby, and when the 
guru has awakened, the servant should sit near him, 
massaging his lotus feet and rendering other, similar 
services. When the guru is sitting down on his asana , 
the servant should stand nearby with folded hands, 
awaiting the guru’s order. In this way one should 
always worship the spiritual master. 

This is brahmacan life. At all times one should 
serve the guru. There are two types of service, 
paricaryd-rupd-seva, and prasanga-rupa-seva. 
Prasahga-rupa means hearing from guru. When 
the guru speaks, you should hear with concen¬ 
trated attention — susrusamana. Susrusa has two 
meanings, “hearing” and “serving”. Hearing is also 
a service, a service of the ear. You should hear with 
concentrated attention to what the guru says. That 
is prasanga-rupa-seva. 

Paricaryd-rupa-seva is rendering service to his 
body. At all times — gamana, sayana, upavesa, 
when the guru is moving about, when he is taking 
rest, when he is sitting — one should always serve 
the guru, yana-sayyasana-sthanair nati-dure 
knahjalih —The Bhagavatam (11.17.29) says that 
whatever the guru is doing, the brahmacan should 
just sit and wait for orders at the guru’s door with 
folded hands, as Hanuman does. Hanuman is the 
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ideal servant. He is teaching dasya-bhakti, devotion 
in the mellow of servitorship. Krtahjalih — with 
folded hands he sits at Lord Rama’s doorstep, just 
waiting for his order. In this way one should serve 
the guru. Srimad Bhagavatam (11.17.30) states: 

evam-vrtto guru-kule vased bhoga-vivarjitah 
vidya samapyate yavad bibhrad vratam akhanditam 

Until the student has completed his Vedic educa¬ 
tion he should remain engaged in the ashram of the 
spiritual master, should remain completely free of 
material sense gratification, and should not break 
his vow of celibacy, brahmacarya. 

A brahmacan should stay in the guru’s ashram 
until the completion of his education. During 
that time he should observe brahmacarya-vrata, 
strict principles of brahmacarya. He should not 
lose his semen. Bhoga-vivarjitah — there is no 
question of any sense enjoyment during this time. 
If the guru sees that the student is very strictly 
following the principles of brahmacarya, no 
passion is there, they are situated completely in 
sattva-guna and are gradually making advance¬ 
ment, transcending the modes of nature, then the 
guru understands that he can award sannyasa , 
without the student going through grhastha or 
vanaprastha asramas. Such a student is known 
as a naistika , lifelong brahmacan. 

But if the guru sees some passion in a student 
and recognizes that the student cannot remain a 
brahmacan, then, when the education is complete 
and the student offers guru-daksina to his teacher, 
the guru tells him, “Go, accept a wife, marry, and 
enter grhastha-asrama.” With the permission of 
the guru, that student is allowed to accept a wife. 

During his time in the ashram of the gum, such a 
student has been properly trained. He knows how to 
control his mind and senses, and thus he is qualified 
to marry and be a grhastha. 0 

— Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 6 May 1992. 








